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THE  GRAND 


Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  * 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

•  1795-1903. 


OUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
MARCH  5,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433. 


present  : 


Comp.  Henry  Oscar  Kline, 

“  J.  Henry  Williams, 

“  William  B.  Meredith, 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

“  Charles  Cary, 

“  Stockton  Bates,  . 

“  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 

“  Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller, 
“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

“  William  E.  Barrett,  . 
“  Winfield  S.  Bell, 
Samuel  Laughlin, 

“  John  G.  Taylor,  . 

“  George  W.  Kuebler,  . 

“  George  B.  Wells, 
Thomas  J.  Parmley, 

“  A.  Howard  Thomas,  . 
John  A.  Perry. 

William  B.  Joslyn, 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Prmcipal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Gra7id  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

.  Grand  Marshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyle? . 
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District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  : — Companions  William  C. 
Thompson,  Curtis  G.  Campbell,  John  B.  Sprenkel,  Fred  M.  Smith, 
John  H.  Shopp,  Joseph  C.  Egbert,  Albert  R.  Hoover,  Rowland  T, 
Davies,  T.  Morris  Cuddy,  Clarence  E.  Else,  William  F.  Shay, 
Martin  L.  Shaffner,  Peter  Barkey,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  William 
S.  Semple,  Reuben  A.  Zimmerman. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  Hibbert  P.  John, 
James  S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Edward 
B.  Spencer. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

“  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
“  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

“  H.  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Samuel  YV.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

“  Robert  J.  Linden,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 


Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  161,  166,  169,  171,  173,  175,  182,  183, 
185,  189,  190,  195,  198,  199,  201,  202,  203,  204,  208,  209,  215,  216,  219,  220, 
221,  222,  223,  224,  226,  228,  232,  233,  234,  237,  239,  240,  241,  243,  246,  247, 
248,  250,  251,  255,  256.  257,  258,  262,  267,  268,  270,  271,  273,2 78.  (60 

Chapters.) 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  on 
Thursday,  December  4,  1902,  and  of  the  Annual  Grand 
Communication  held  on  Saturday,  December  27,  1902, 
were  separately  read  and  approved. 

Copies  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from 
Chapters  No.  239,  249  and  256,  and  a  copy  of  proposed 
By-Laws  from  Chapter  No.  169,  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  February  27,  1903. 

7 0  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Charles 
Cary,  from  November  20,  1902,  to  February  27,  1903,  and  found  them 
correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 


Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1902, 

RECEIPTS. 


12,566  08 


From  Chapters,  ....... 

.  $6,245  95 

Constitutions,  ....... 

1 1  00 

Interest  on  City  Loan,  ..... 

30  00 

Interest  on  Deposits,  ...... 

90  82 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of'D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

$662  88 

Salaries,  ........ 

537  50 

Investment,  ....... 

497  50 

Library  Committee, . 

1 00  00 

Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  Jewel, 

1 00  00 

Carried  forward,  ..... 

.  $1,897  88 

$8,943  85 
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Brought  forward,  .... 

Care  of  Organ . 

Clothing  and  Furniture,  .... 
Printing  and  Stationery,  .... 

Balance  on  hand,  February  27,  1903,  . 


£1,897  88  £8,943  85 
40  co 
53  5o 

26  00  2,017  38 


£6,926  47 


Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received  and  the  accompanying  Reso¬ 
lutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  March  3,  1903. 
To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania . 

Companions: — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
hive  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  referred  to 
them,  and  submit  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved : — That  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No. 
239  and  256  be  approved. 

Resolved : — That  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
249  be  returned  to  them  for  information  as  to  which  section  of  the  By-Laws 
is  to  be  amended. 

Resolved That  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  169  be  returned 
to  them  not  approved,  with  directions  that  they  adopt  a  code  of  By-Laws  in 
accordance  with  the  form  prescribed  by  Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Stephen  H.  Appleton, 
Adam  H.  Schmehl, 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Louis  M.  Wagner, 

Committee. 
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General  Returns  for  1902  were  received  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  entered  and  filed. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Companions  as 
follows  : 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Harper  Witherow,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Died  October 
19,  1902. 

M.  E.  Companion  Andrew  Hutchison  White,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Died  January 
19,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Thomas  Edward  Schwartz,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  Died  December  11, 
1902. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  W.  Savage,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Died  February  6,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  George  B.  Edwards,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
Died  February  6,  1903. 

M.E.  Companion  Wiley  M.  Egan  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Illinois.  Died  February  7,  1903. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  “  called  off”  for  the  purpose 
of  exemplifying  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened  and 
the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  thirty  minutes  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION 

HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 


JUNE  4,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433. 
present : 


Comp.  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  . 
“  J.  Henry  Williams, 
William  B.  Meredith, 
Thomas  R.  Patton, 
Charles  Cary, 
Stockton  Bates,  . 

Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 
William  E.  Barrett, 

“  Winfield  S,  Bell, 
Samuel  Laugh lin, 

John  C.  Taylor,  . 

“  George  W.  Kuebler,  . 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  . 
Thomas  J.  Parmley,  . 
A.  Howard  Thomas,  . 
John  A.  Perry,  . 
William  B.  Joslyn, 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  J/.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  J/.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 
as  Grand  Marshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  fwiior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
as  Grand  Pursuiva7it. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  : — Companions  John  B.  Sprenkel, 
Fred  M.  Smith,  John  H.  Shopp,  Joseph  C.  Egbert,  Henry  L.  Moore, 
William  F.  Shay,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Ellis  H.  Doan,  Homer  E. 
Spencer. 
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Past  Grand  High  Priests  : — M.  E.  Companions  George  E.  Wagner, 
Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Henderson, 
James  S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett,  Edward  B.  Spencer. 

Grand  Represen ta fives. 

Comp.  Edward  J.  James,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 

“  William  J.  Kelly,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas. 

“  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 
George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  H.  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

"  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  cf  Nebraska. 

<l  Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

"  Robert  J.  Linden,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

“  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

<(  James  H.  Codding,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia. 

“  Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

"  Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Matthias  S.  Henderson,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria. 

Chapters  No.  3,  43,  52,  91,  150,  152,  169,  171,  175,  182,  183,  189,  190,  197, 
198,  199,  202,  208,  209,  216,  219,  220,  222,  223,  226,  232,  233,  234,  237,  238, 
239,  240,  243,  244,  246,  247,  248,  250,  251,  255,  256,  257,  258,  262,  267,  268, 
270,  271,  276.  (49  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  March  5,  1903,  were  read  and  approved. 
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Copies  of  proposed  By-Laws  from -Chapters  No.  163 
and  169,  and  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws 
from  Chapters  No.  161,  162,  214,  234,  249,  251  and 
282,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  Report : 

Philadelphia,  May  29,  1903. 

lo  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Charles 
Cary,  from  February  26,  1903,  to  May  27,  1903,  and  find  them  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 

Balance  on  hand,  February  26,  1903,  .  .  .  $6,926  47 


RECEIPFS. 


From  Chapters, . 

•  $93 1  60 

Interest, . . 

400  00 

Constitutions,  ....... 

28  00 

Certificates  and  Dispensations,  .... 

10  00 

1,369  60 

Total,  ....... 

• 

$8,296  07 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 

$500  00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

25  70 

The  Masonic  Home  of  Pennsylvania, 

1,000  00 

Furniture  and  Clothing,  ..... 

1,065  00 

Salaries,  ........ 

537  50 

Printing  and  Stationery, . 

610  79 

3.738  99 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  .  $4,557  oS 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Charles  W.  Packer, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Finance  Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received  and  the  accompanying 
Resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  June  4,  1903. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  submitted  to 
them,  and  offer  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved : — that  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No.  163  and  169  be 
approved. 

Resolved : — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No. 
162,  214,  234,  249,  251  and  282  be  approved. 

Resolved : — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 
161  be  referred  back,  with  instructions  that  bond  be  made  in  favor  of  High 
Priest  and  his  successors,  and  for  a  specified  amount. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  presented 
the  following  Report : 

Philadelphia,  June  4,  1903. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  respectfully 
report  that  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year  1902  have 
been  printed  and  properly  distributed. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Harry  I.  McIntire,  Jr.,  Chairman. 


General  Returns  for  1902  were  received  from  Chap¬ 
ters  No.  186,  212  and  244,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
entered  and  filed. 

A  Petition  was  received  from  a  number  (50)  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be 
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held  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  called  “  Melita  ”  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  No.  — . 

On  motion  the  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers  with  power  to  act. 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
of  other  Jurisdictions  announcing  the  death  of  distin¬ 
guished  Companions  as  follows  : 

M.  E.  Companion  James  Devillo  Pollard,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Died  November  4, 
1902. 

M.  E.  Companion  Edward  A.  Smith,  Past  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  Died  December  28, 
1902. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  Alexander  Watson,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  New  Brunswick.  Died  February  22,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  H.  Ohr,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Maryland.  Died  March  3,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  D.  Thompson,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Kansas.  Died  March  5,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Noble  Danforth  Larner,  Past 
General  Grand  High  Priest  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia.  Died  March  19,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Valdo  Bardeen,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
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Masons  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  Died  March  20 
1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Newton  Byers,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Colorado.  Died  March  25,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  Champion  McMurtry,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  Died  March  3,  1903. 

R.  E.  Companion  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Michigan.  Died  April  5,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Ferdinand  N.  Shurtleff,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Oregon.  Died  April  6,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Frederick  Arnold  Sweet,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Arizona.  Died  April  15,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Edward  Coleman  Pace,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  Sate  of  Illinois.  Died  May  7,  1903. 

Missives  were  received  appointing  Companion  James 
H.  Codding  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  Companion  William  M.. 
Donaldson  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Colorado,  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion  the  said  Companions  were  separately 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representatives. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  “  called  off  ”  for  the  purpose 
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of  exemplifying  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s 
Degree. 

A  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
opened,  and  the  Degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master 
Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Master  Masons  was 
closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on.” 


The  Grand  Chapter 
o’clock  P.M. 


was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
Charles  Cary, 


Grand  Secretary . 
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QUARTERLY  COMMMUNICATION, 

HELD  AT 


MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
SEPTEMBER  3,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433. 

PRESENT : 


Comp.  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  . 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  . 

“  William  B.  Meredith, 
“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

“  Charles  Cary,  . 

“  Stockton  Bates, 

“  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 

“  Rev.  Will  H.  Hiller, 

“  Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller, 
“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 

“  William  E.  Barrett, 

“  Winfield  S.  Bell, 

“  Samuel  Laughlin, 

“  John  C.  Taylor,  . 

“  George  W.  Kuebler, 

“  George  B.  Wells, 

“  John  McFarland, 

*'  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  . 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  . 

“  William  B.  Joslyn, 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  Al.  E.  Grand  Secreta7'y. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

.  Gran d  Marshal. 

as  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
as  funior  Grand  Adapter  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  : — Companions  John  B.  Sprenkel, 
Fred  M.  Smith,  Joseph  C.  Egbert,  Albert  R.  Hoover,  Rowland  T. 
Davies,  Henry  L.  Moore,  Charles  E.  Cooper,  William  F.  Shay, 
John  C.  Wallace,  ohn  W.  Farnsworth,  Ellis  H.  Doan,  Reuben  A. 
Zimmerman. 
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Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  George  E.  Wagner, 
Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Alex¬ 
ander  H.  Morgan,  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Edward  B.  Spencer. 

Grand  Represe?itatives. 

Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

“  George  E.  Wagner,  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Marne. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  xMaryland. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 
Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 
Robert  J.  Linden,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

"  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

Charles  Cary,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

William  B.  Meredith,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Stockton  Bates,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Is’and. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  91,  152,  169,  170,  173,  175,  182,  183,  185,  189, 
190,  195,  197,  198,  199,  203,  205,  208,  220,  224,  226,  232,  233,  234,  237,  238, 
239,  240,  243,  245,  246,  248,  250,  25L  255,  256,  257,  258,  259,  262,  267,  268, 
270,  271,  276,  277.  (50  Chapters.) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  June  4,  1903,  were  read  and  approved. 
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Copies  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  from 
Chapter  No.  170  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  By-Laws. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  as  follows  : 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  and  Companions  : — Your  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  makes  the  following  report  on  that  portion  of  the  Address  of 
Grand  High  Priest  Edward  B.  Spencer  that  was  referred  to  it: 

The  Committee  has  given  the  matter  full  consideration,  and  found  in  its 
investigation  that  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  among  its  members  and 
also  among  other  Companions  as  to  the  recording  of  the  "Mark,”  some 
thinking  that  it  should  be  so  recorded  within  four  months,  and  others,  that 
while  there  was  a  requirement  to  record,  that  there  was  no  time  limit. 

It  was  also  ascertained  that  there  were  about  six  thousand  Mark  Master 
Masons  in  the  Jurisdiction  whose  Marks  had  not  been  recorded. 

In  order  that  this  question  be  settled  for  the  future,  the  Committee  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  Grand  Chapter  adopt  the  following  Amendments  to  the 
Constitution : 

Amend  Article  XVI  by  adding  a  new  Section  as  follows  : 

“  Sec.  10.  No  member  shall  be  exalted  to  the  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  within  four  weeks  from  the  time  he  shall  have  received  the  Hon¬ 
orary  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason,  and  not  then  unless  he  has  had  his 
Mark  recorded  in  the  “  Book  of  Marks.” 

Amend  Article  XVII,  Sec.  13,  by  adding  the  following  : 

“  He  must  also  present  with  his  petition  a  copy  of  his  Mark,  so  that  it 
may  be  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Marks,  in  case  of  his  election  to  the 
Chapter.” 

(Signed)  George  E.  Wagner, 

For  the  Committee. 

Action  on  the  above  proposed  Amendments  was  post¬ 
poned  until  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  December 
next,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following'  Ouar- 

O 

terly  Report: 
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Philadelphia,  August  28,  1903. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Charles  Cary,  from  May  27,  1903,  to  August  27,  1903,  and  find 
them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 

Balance  on  hand,  May  27,  1903,  ....  $4,557  °S 


RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodge,  . 

$47  95 

Interest  on  Investments,  ..... 

37  5° 

Warrant  Fee, . 

1 00  00 

Constitutions,  Dispensations,  etc., 

6  00 

19^45 

$4.748.r53 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 

.  $1,000  00 

Salaries, . 

537  5o 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, 

231  07 

P'urniture  and  Clothing, . 

1 08  00 

1,876  57 

Balance  on  hand,  August  27,  1903, 

, 

$2,871  96 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Charles  W.  Packer, 

William  M.  Donaldson, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  September  3,  1903. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  Amendments  to  By-Laws  submitted  to  them  and 
respectfully  offer  the  following  Resolution  : 
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Resolved : — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No, 
170  be  approved. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

For  the  Committee. 


The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  following  Annual 
Report  : 

Philadelphia,  September  3,  1903. 

To  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 

and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging. 
Companions  : — The  Grand  Secretary  respectfully  presents  the  following 
Annual  Report  of  the  Work  and  Membership  of  the  Chapters  and  Mark 
Lodges  of  the  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  ending  December  27,  1903  : 

•  *  S  .r  4 

CHAPTERS. 


Membership,  December  27,  1901,  as  per  last  report,  . 

• 

20,141 

Admitted  during  the  year  1902,  . 

84 

Restored  to  Membership, 

37 

Marked,  etc., . 

1.589 

1,710 

Total,  ...... 

• 

21,851 

Deduct. 

Died  during  the  year  1902, . 

3°4 

Resigned  or  Membership  ceased,  .... 

103 

Suspended  or  expelled, . 

168 

575 

Membership,  December  27,  1902,  per  returns,  .  .  21,276 


A  net  gain  of . 1,135 

Rejected  during  1902,  .....  84 

Restored  to  G.  M.  S., . 44 


MARK  LODGES. 

Membership,  December  27,  1901, .  695 

Admitted, .  1 

Restored,  .......  2 

Marked, .  4  7 


Total  (carried  forward),  . 


702 
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21 


Brought  forward, 

•  •  •  • 

Deduct. 

- 

702 

Died  during  the  year  1902, 

. 

• 

21 

Membership,  December  27, 

1902,  per  returns,  . 

681 

Number  of  Chapters,  December  27,  1902,  .  .124 

Number  of  Mark  Lodges,  ......  3 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 


STATISTICS. 


Nc. 

Name.  Marked. 

Adm 

Died 

Res. 

Susp. 

M  emb. 

3 

Jerusalem,  36 

2 

I  I 

2 

4 

4U 

21 

Perseverance,  1 1 

2 

2 

I 

2 

176 

43 

10 

7 

275 

52 

Harmony,  73 

4 

21 

4 

9 

IO56 

91 

Columbia,  49 

I 

13 

4 

514 

150 

Washington,  12 

4 

1 

2 

I38 

152 

Reading,  8 

2 

6 

2 

4 

to 

O 

01 

U9 

Schuylkill,  4 

1 

•-> 

a 

35 

161 

Union,  13 

1 

1 

4 

184 

162 

Zerubbabel,  40 

1 

1 7 

1 

a 

821 

163 

LaFayette,  3 

3 

1 

4 

105 

164 

Brownsville,  18 

2 

2 

95 

165 

Union,  23 

169 

166 

Mount  Moriah,  5 

4 

88 

167 

Eureka,  1 

1 

86 

169 

Philadelphia,  2 1 

1 

5 

1 

6 

212 

170 

Delta,  17 

1 

2 

1 

184 

171 

St.  John’s,  6 

1 

2 

100 

172 

Temple,  10 

3 

73 

173 

Easton,  10 

2 

6 

199 

174 

Northumberland,  6 

1 

1 

5 

52 

175 

Keystone,'  24 

5 

9 

1 

7 

459 

176 

George  Washington,  8 

1 

2 

83 

177 

Tamaqua,  5 

36 
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No. 

Name.  Marked. 

Adm. 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

178 

Catawissa, 

I 

23 

179 

Eureka, 

6 

4 

I 

97 

l8o 

Warren, 

2 

3 

32 

l8l 

Lilly, 

5 

4 

1 19 

182 

Shekinali, 

34 

3 

2 

I 

I 

263 

183 

Oriental, 

63 

1 

22 

8 

1 100 

185 

Lackawanna, 

43 

2 

n 

J 

284 

186 

Lewistown, 

4 

I 

77 

187 

Oriental, 

3 

1 

I 

1 

I 

49 

189 

Mountain, 

25 

2 

272 

I90 

Norristown, 

17 

O 

J> 

2 

3** 

I9I 

Solomon, 

6 

3 

4 

2 

I 

76 

I92 

Urania, 

*7 

1 

233 

193 

Duquesne, 

4* 

3 

8 

2 

632 

I94 

Tioga, 

3 

I 

57 

*95 

Portage, 

12 

1 

I 

152 

196 

Mountain  City, 

1 

0 

2 

118 

197 

Weidle, 

1 1 

103 

198 

Phoenix, 

14 

3 

4 

2 

I 

*47 

199 

Howell, 

6 

j 

140 

200 

Columbus, 

7 

1 

IO 

84 

201 

Standing  Stone, 

4 

2 

I 

86 

202 

Howell, 

1 

1 

2 

I 

78 

203 

Allen, 

1 1 

1 

3 

4 

174 

204 

Anthony  Wayne, 

1 

25 

205 

Factoryville, 

10 

2 

49 

206 

Harmony, 

3 

I 

95 

207 

Aaron, 

1 

2 

55 

208 

Germantown, 

17 

2 

2 

182 

209 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

1 

70 

210 

Great  Bend, 

0 

J 

4 

26 

21 1 

Venango, 

8 

I 

166 

212 

Mound, 

1 1 

3 

3 

150 

214 

Valley, 

9 

• 

1 

0 

2 

85 

215 

Temple, 

5 

1 

5 

4 

1 

239 

216 

Zinzendorf, 

8 

9* 

217 

Allegheny, 

4i 

1 

5 

6 

645 

218 

Bloomsburg, 

2 

1 

1 

1 

58 

219 

Griscom, 

2 

1 

74 

220 

Fort  Washington, 

2 

32 
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No. 

Name. 

Marked. 

Adm. 

Died. 

• 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

221 

Tremonf, 

4 

2 

** 

56 

222 

Lycoming, 

1 7 

2 

2 

r* 

D 

232 

223 

Oxford, 

9 

2 

1 

6l 

224 

Corinthian, 

4 

I 

9° 

225 

Jefferson, 

3i 

3 

188 

226 

Siloam, 

9 

1 

4 

0 

US 

227 

Emporium, 

2 

1 

1 

1 

69 

228 

Clearfield, 

1 1 

1 

1 

6 

149 

23O 

Elk, 

1 1 

1 

1 13 

232 

St.  John, 

25 

n 

j 

7 

6 

271 

233 

Kensington, 

14 

2 

4 

1 

1 

472 

234 

Media, 

12 

1 

1 

1 

81 

235 

Occidental, 

1  • 

4 

1 

1 1 5 

236 

Oil  City, 

0 

j 

2 

2 

1 

2 

IOI 

2  37 

Excelsior, 

23 

6 

/ 

1 

4 

388 

238 

Newport, 

1 

52 

239 

Danville, 

6 

1 

2 

49 

240 

Palestine, 

30 

1 

5 

1 

4 

391 

241 

Bel'efonte, 

r7 

1 

1 

1 

88 

242 

Pittston, 

14 

1 

1 

92 

243 

T.  B.  Freeman, 

36 

3 

1 1 

2 

21 

651 

244 

Norman, 

6 

1 

114 

245 

Abington, 

2 

1 

63 

246 

Warrior  Run, 

8 

1 

73 

247 

Orient, 

22 

2 

1 

2 

145 

248 

Temple, 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

156 

249 

Monongahela, 

24 

4 

1 

1 

1 19 

250 

Corinthian, 

14 

9 

290 

251 

Signet, 

1 

2 

0 

6 

1 

IOI 

252 

Mizpah, 

5 

1 

1 

70 

254 

Arnold, 

2 

26 

255 

Bedford, 

5 

67 

256 

University, 

37 

6 

2 

1 

1 

271 

257 

Shiloh, 

58 

5 

1 

4 

583 

258 

Chester,  ’ 

10 

8 

248 

259 

Eden, 

13 

1 

1 10 

260 

Bradford, 

1 1 

j 

2 

1 

3 

261 

261 

Troy, 

2 

1 

1 

68 

262 

Montgomery, 

21 

1 

1 

2 

138 

263 

Coudersport, 

2 

1 

69 
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Name.  Marked. 

Adm, 

Died. 

Res. 

Susp. 

Memb. 

264 

Shamokin, 

2 

2 

7 1 

265 

Westfield, 

I 

3 

33 

266 

Good  Samaritan, 

1 

85 

267 

Coatesville, 

10 

1 

I 

7 1 

268 

Pittsburgh, 

36 

3 

2 

3ro 

269 

Ulysses, 

2 

39 

270 

Doylestown, 

5 

1 

83 

27I 

Pottstown, 

22 

I 

I 

I 

124 

272 

Hebron, 

5 

1 

52 

273 

Butler, 

13 

2 

3 

4 

135 

274 

Bangor, 

1 

I 

53 

275 

Kennett, 

37 

276 

The  Susquehanna, 

1 

6? 

2  77 

Hazleton, 

H 

I 

11 7 

278 

Catasauqua, 

10 

I 

1 

82 

279 

Kane, 

3 

I 

56 

280 

Cyrus, 

2  E 

1 

I 

152 

281 

Monroe, 

7 

I 

1 

80 

282 

McKeesport, 
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1 

198 
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Connellsville, 

19 

66 

1,589 

1 2  I 

304 

I03 

168 

21,276 

Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
of  other  Jurisdictions  announcing  the  death  of  distin¬ 
guished  Companions  as  follows  : 

M.  E.  Companion  James  E.  Cobb,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Alabama.  Died  June  2,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Roger  Williams  Woodbury,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Colorado.  Died  July  11,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  Reuben  Barney,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Missouri,  and  Grand  Representative  of  this  Grand 
Chapter.  Died  July  15,  1903. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Peter  J.  Freling,- Grand  Treasurer 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
State  of  Kansas.  Died  June  10,  1903. 

A  missive  was  received  appointing  Companion  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Meredith  as  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Louisiana  near  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  William  B.  Meredith  was 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  death 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Samuel 
Clarke  Perkins,  on  July  14,  1903,  and  called  upon  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Companion  Alexander  H. 
Morgan  to  present  an  address  in  memoriam. 

M.  E.  Companion  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  then  addressed  Grand  Chapter  as 
follows  : 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Most  Excellent  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
SAMUEL  CLARKE  PERKINS. 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  and  Companions  : — 
The  Fraternity  of  this  Jurisdiction  have  been  sorely  stricken  in 
the  death  of  two  of  its  most  able  and  honored  members, 
Brothers  and  Companions  Michael  Arnold  and  Samuel  Clarke 
Perkins.  Companion  Arnold  was  a  member,  but  not  a  Past 
Officer  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  Due  honors  were  paid  to  his 
memory  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  this  evening  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  will  take  like  action  of  respect  to  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Samuel  C.  Perkins. 
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“Speak  no  ill  of  the  dead.”  If  you  cannot  truly  eulogize  their 
memories  let  oblivion  cover  their  history,  and  the  weakness  of 
human  nature  extenuate  their  faults.  This  is  one  of  the  unwrit¬ 
ten  laws  that  should,  and  generally  does,  govern  mankind.  But 
we  thank  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  that  we  can  speak 
freely  and  without  reserve  of  the  life  and  doings  of  the  lamented 
Companion,  who  was  an  exemplification  of  a  good  man  and 
good  Mason,  worthy  to  sit  in  the  place  of  honor  reserved  for  the 
Master  Workman. 

He  was  prominent  in  that  long  roll  of  eminent  men,  conspicuous 
in  the  history  of  Freemasonry  in  Pennsylvania,  where  can  be  found 
the  names  of  many  of  those  foremost  in  the  several  professions 
and  occupations  of  public  and  private  life — Governors  of  Provin¬ 
ces,  Mayors  of  Cities,  Statesmen,  Diplomats,  Judges  learned  in  the 
civic  and  Masonic  laws  ;  the  Scientist,  the  Philosopher,  the  Sage 
who  drew  the  lightning  from  heaven  and  made  it  subservient  to 
the  uses  of  mankind — honored  and  respected  Brethren  and  Com¬ 
panions  who,  when  they  first  entered  into  the  Mystic  Circle  and 
stood  upon  the  level  floor  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  were  divested 
of  all  civic  titles  and  became  simply  seekers  of  the  knowledge 
found  in  the  Great  Light  resting  upon  the  altar  of  Freemasonry. 
But  if  those  men  laid  aside,  for  the  time  being,  the  evidence  of 
worldly  authority  with  which  they  had  been  invested  by  kingly 
power  or  entrusted  by  their  fellow-citizens,  yet  the  inherent  prin¬ 
ciples  of  fidelity,  honor  and  justice  nature  had  bestowed  upon 
them,  and  which  had  raised  them  to  eminence  among  their  coun¬ 
trymen,  remained,  so  that  their  superior  attributes  were  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  great  Fraternity  to  which  they  were  allied,  and  they 
became  leaders  and  teachers  in  the  science  of  Freemasonry.  And 
it  can  be  truly  said,  without  detriment  to  the  many  existing 
Grand  Masonic  Bodies,  foreign  or  in  our  own  country,  that  in 
the  illustrious  names  which  adorn  the  lists  of  Past  Grand  Officers 
that  of  Pennsylvania  is  preeminent. 

That  the  Companion  whose  life  and  services  to  the  Fraternity 
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we  are  reviewing  this  evening  was  among  the  worthiest  of  those 
who  have  presided  over  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter 
there  can  be  no  doubt  or  question.  True,  his  name  does  not 
appear  in  the  world’s  history  as  a  great  soldier,  statesman  or  phi¬ 
losopher:  but  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  him 
by  his  fellow-citizens  or  his  Brethren  in  Freemasonry,  his  strict 
integrity,  intelligence  and  honesty  of 'purpose,  his  full  conscienti¬ 
ous  appreciation  of  his  Masonic  obligations  and  determination  to 
fulfil  them,  he  has  never  been  equaled  in  the  history  of  the  Fra¬ 
ternity. 

Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  November  14,  1828.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  was  initiated  in  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  91; 
was  Worshipful  Master  in  1855,  and  served  as  Treasurer  for 
many  years.  He  served  as  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  1866-1867,  Senior  Grand  Warden  1868-1869,  Deputy 
Grand  Master  1870-1871,  and  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
in  1872-1873. 

The  Honorary  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason  was  conferred 
upon  him  March  8,  1852,  in  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91.  He 
was  received  and  accepted  a  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  and 
exalted  to  the  Supreme  Degree  of  Holy  Royal  Arch  Mason  in 
Columbia  Chapter,  No.  91,  June  18,  1856.  He  served  as  Scribe  in 
1858,  King  in  1859  and  High  Priest  in  i860.  He  was  elected 
Grand  Scribe  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1861  and  1862,  Grand 
King  1863  and  1864,  and  Grand  High  Priest  1865  and  1866. 

Masonic  honors  seemed  to  be  inherited  from  his  father,  Samuel 
H.  Perkins,  who  was  Grand  Master  in  1839-1840,  Grand  High 
Priest  in  1832-1833. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  father,  which  occurred  in  1874,  the  son 
was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  of  that  noble  charity,  the 
Girard  Bequest,  which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  prosperous  condition  of 
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the  fund  is  due  to  the  careful  management  of  Companions  Samuel 
H.  and  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  father  and  son.  As  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Commission  he  superintended  the  construction  of  this 
grand  Temple,  and  as  Grand  Master  he  presided  at  the  first 
Grand  Communication  held  within  these  walls,  and  in  the  Name 
of  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe  dedicated  it  to  the  uses  of 
Freemasonry. 

On  Tuesday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  1903,  our  late  Com¬ 
panion,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  obeyed  the 
summons  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Overseer  and  Creator  of  all 
things  and  present  for  inspection  the  work  done  in  this  life.  “  Full 
of  years  and  full  of  honors,”  throughout  an  active  and  useful  life, 
with  an  unblemished  reputation,  he  has  ceased  from  labor  and 
gone  to  an  eternal  rest. 

He  was  cotemporary  with  that  grand  array  of  Master  Work¬ 
men,  the  guides  and  leaders  of  the  Craft  in  this  State  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  generation,  whose  intellectual  superiority,  and  correct 
translation  of  the  ancient  rules,  customs  and  landmarks,  made 
this  jurisdiction  to  be  a  model  and  an  example  of  pure,  unadul¬ 
terated  Masonry.  With  such  names  as  Whitney,  Lescure,  Bour- 
nonville,  Thomson,  Vaux,  Lamberton  and  many  others,  that  of 
Samuel  C.  Perkins  will  be  forever  associated  as  their  peer  in 
intellectural  or  practical  knowledge  of  Symbolic  and  Capitular 
Masonry. 

His  administration  of  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  was  of 
the  most  active  character.  The  recommendation  in  Section  17, 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  that  the  Grand  High 
Priest  shall  visit  all  the  Chapters  in  the  Jurisdiction,  “  so  far  as 
shall  be  in  his  power,”  was  construed  to  mean  what  it  said,  and 
in  consequence  grand  visitations  were  constant  and  unceasing  to 
all  parts  of  the  State.  At  each  of  these  visitations  the  Mark, 
Most  Excellent  or  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred  or  exempli¬ 
fied  ;  historical  or  explanatory  addresses  were  made  by  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  some  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  extract 
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of  the  Proceedings  of  1865-1867,  which  “display  a  profound 
knowledge  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  its  origin  and  aims,  and 
which  are  worthy  of  the  study  of  all  those  Companions  who 
desire  to  reach  the  summit  and  perfection  of  Ancient  Masonry. 

Capitular  Masonry  flourished  to  a  remarkable  degree  in  this 
Jurisdiction  while  Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins  was  Grand  High 
Priest.  Sixteen  Chapters  were  constituted  (eleven  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest),  and  an  impetus  given  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
which  has  continued  to  the  present  time,  with  the  result  of  plac¬ 
ing  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  among  the  foremost  of 
existing  Masonic  Royal  Arch  Chapters.  But,  with  the  modesty 
and  self-denial  characteristic  of  all  nobly  constituted  minds,  he 
made  no  personal  claims  to  the  great  results  of  his  energetic  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  duties  of  his  position  as  Grand. High  Priest.  “  I  can 
have  no  regret,  save  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  all 
I  had  hoped  for  or  planned  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  and  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  What  it 
has  been  permitted  me  to  do  has  been  done  willingly  and  cheer¬ 
fully,  and,  as  I  know  my  own  heart,  with  a  sincere  desire  and 
purpose  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Pennsylvania ;  for  the  unity,  harmony  and  true  real  companion¬ 
ship  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  within  the  bounds  of  the  State." 
Those  are  the  parting  words  that  occur  in  the  address  delivered 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  upon  the  conclusion  of  his  official  term  as 
Grand  High  Priest.  They  are  the  sentiments  of  one  whose  ser¬ 
vices,  both  to  historical  and  Symbolic  Masonry,  deserve  an  ample 
page  in  the  history  of  the  Institution  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

Companion  Perkins  was  distinguished  for  a  stern  belief  in  and 
strict  interpretation  of  the  ancient  rules,  customs  and  landmarks  of 
Freemasonry.  He  was  one  of  those  Past  Grand  Masters  that 
served  on  the  Committee  of  Revision  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  of 
which  Past  Grand  Master  Richard  Vaux  was  Chairman,  which 
was  adopted  at  the  Grand  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  De¬ 
cember  5,  1877,  aQd  no  member  of  that  Committee  or  of  the 
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Fraternity  of  this  Jurisdiction  was  more  familiar  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  that  great  work  than  himself.  His  aversion  to  inno¬ 
vation,  or  what  might  be  called  spectacular  Masonry,  was  intense. 
“  In  Freemasonry,  what  is  not  permitted  is  prohibited,”  was  the 
basis  of  his  Masonic  belief,  and  it  was  his  rule  of  practice  from 
which  he  never  deviated.  His  familiarity  with  the  laws  of  the 
Craft  as  laid  down  in  the  Book  of  Constitution,  which  he  had 
assisted  in  framing,  was  proverbial,  and  he  insisted  that  the  obli¬ 
gation  to  support,  maintain  and  obey  was  as  binding  upon  the 
Grand  as  upon  the  Subordinate  Officers  and  Craftsmen.  This 
strict,  unyielding  execution  of  the  laws  might  also  be  said  to  be 
inherited  from  his  father,  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  who,  when  he 
appeared  before  the  Legislative  Committee  at  Harrisburg,  refused 
to  be  sworn  to  answer  certain  questions  relating  to  Freemasonry 
for  the  following  reasons  :  “  In  the  language  of  the  subpoena,  I 
am  called  upon  to  testify  my  knowledge  touching  the  evils  of 
Freemasonry.  I  am  a  member  of  that  society.  I  have  discov¬ 
ered  no  evils  of  Freemasonry.  I  must,  therefore,  decline  taking 
upon  myself  the  obligations  of  the  oath  just  tendered,  and  simi¬ 
larly  protest  against  the  right  assumed.”  This  was  the  indomit¬ 
able  father  from  whom  the  son  drew  his  Masonic  inspiration,  and 
it  was  with  such  material  that  the  foundation  of  Capitular  Ma¬ 
sonry  was  built  and  upon  which  this  great  superstructure  rests. 

With  a  firm  confidence  in  the  truths  of  the  institution  of  Free¬ 
masonry  which  no  threats,  no  intimidation,  could  impair,  those 
men  would  have  gone  to  the  scaffold  rather  than  prove  false  to 
their  solemn  obligations. 

“  The  man,  in  conscious  virtue  bold, 

Who  dares  his  secret  purpose  hold, 

Unshaken  hears  the  crowd’s  tumultuous  cries, 

And  the  impetuous  tyrant’s  angry  brow  defies. 

“  Let  the  loud  winds  that  rule  the  seas 
Their  wild,  tempestuous  horrors  raise  ; 

Let  Jove’s  dread  arm  with  thunders  rend  the  spheres — 
Beneath  the  crush  of  worlds  undaunted  he  appears." 
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Companions,  men  are  judged  by  actions,  not  by  words.  In 
the  Symbolic  degrees  we  use  the  working  tools  as  symbolic  of  the 
upright,  unwavering  man  who  bends  not  beneath  the  attacks  of 
adversity  nor  yields  to  the  temptations  of  prosperity,  but  still 
“  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  along  the  level  of  time.’' 
Applying  the  symbolism  to  our  late  Companion,  we  find  it  appli¬ 
cable  to  his  upright,  level  and  virtuous  life.  For  many  years  he 
was  the  head  of  a  public  Commission  where  great  expenditures 
afforded  opportunities  of  personal  profit  and  subjected  one,  perhaps, 
to  almost  irresistible  temptations.  But  amidst  the  tainted  atmos¬ 
phere  of  municipal  corruption  he  did  not  deviate  from  the  straight 
line  of  rectitude.  The  foul  breath  of  slander  never  reached  his 
spotless  character,  nor  stained  his  pure,  unsullied  reputation. 

While  it  may  not  come  within  the  strict  line  of  this  memo- 
rium  to  speak  of  Companion  Perkins’  religious  associations,  yet 
we  may  refer  to  the  fact  that  he  was  almost  as  prominent  in  the 
Christian  Church  as  in  the  Masonic  Temple.  His  name  is 
closely  associated  with  the  history  of  one  of  the  oldest  congre¬ 
gations  in  this  country,  which  had  for  its  pastor  a  celebrated 
preacher  and  author  of  theological  works,  the  Rev.  Albert 
Barnes.  The  active,  correct  and  cultivated  mind  of  Companion 
Perkins,  no  doubt,  was  one  of  the  adjuncts  which  assisted  the 
divine  in  literary  work  and  contributed  largely  to  his  success. 

In  the  Publication  Board  and  in  all  the  practical  work  of  the 
Church,  Companion  Perkins  was  the  recognized  head.  He  was 
not  fanatical  in  his  religious  beliefs,  but,  as  in  Freemasonry,  he 
had  no  mental  reservations  ;  his  words  were  the  truthful  expres¬ 
sions  of  his  beliefs  in  all  things — secular,  religious  and  Masonic. 

Companion  Perkins  never  sought  popularity  or  catered  for  the 
applause  of  the  multitude,  but  the  calm  dignity  of  character, 
strict  attention  and  correct  performance  of  the  duties  assigned 
him  by  his  fellow-citizens  or  brethren  in  Freemasonry  com¬ 
manded  the  admiration  and  respect  that  was  bestowed  in  life  and 
now  follows  his  memory  in  death.  “  An  honest  man  is  the 
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noblest  work  of  God,”  and  no  truer  epitapli  could  be  placed  upon 
his  tomb.  Let  us  strive  to  profit  by  this  example  of  a  just  and 
true  life. 

Faithful  to  the  obligations  of  the  Craft,  which  means  to  God, 
our  Brethren  and  ourselves,  may  we,  like  him  whose  life  we 
honor  and  whose  death  we  mourn,  deserve  the  respect  and 
approval  of  those  who  shall  live  after  us.  Then  when  the  sum¬ 
mons  comes  to  present  for  inspection  of  the  Almighty  Overseer 
the  work  done  in  this  life,  it  will  be  accepted  as  good  work,  true 
work,  worthy  of  a  place  in  that  grand  temple  whose  foundation 
is  built  upon  the  rock  and  whose  walls  are  lasting  as  eternity. 

M.  E.  Companion  Alexander  H.  Morgan  then  offered 
the  following  Resolutions,  which  were,  on  motion,  unani¬ 
mously  adopted: 

“Resolved : — that  in  the  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Mr 
E.  Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  which  occurred  on  the  four¬ 
teenth  day  of  July,  1903,  this  Grand  Chapter  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  faithful  and  honored  members.  He  was  the  oldest)  in  point 
of  service)  living  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  in  the  purity  of  his 
character,  his  knowledge  and  experience  in  both  Symbolic  and 
Capitular  Masonry,  his  strict  adherence  to  the  laws  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  Craft,  he  was  an  example  for  his  Companions  in  life 
and  for  those  who  live  after  him. 

“  Resolved : — that,  in  evidence  of  regard  for  his  memory,  the 
Jewels  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Officers  be  draped  in  mourning  for 
six  months.” 

On  motion  of  M.  E.  Companion  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  it  was 

“Resolved: — that  the  ‘In  Memoriam  ’  on  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins  be  printed  and  circu¬ 
lated  with  the  memorials  of  the  Grand  Lodge.” 
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The  Grand  Chapter  was  “called  off”  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exemplifying  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened,  and 
the  Degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  was  exemplified. 

The  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  “  called  on.” 

M.  E.  Companion  Isaac  F.  Stidham,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut,  addressed 
Grand  Chapter,  expressive  of  fraternal  good  feeling, 
and  thanks  for  courtesies  received. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  nine 
o’clock  and  forty-five  minutes  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 


Grand  Secretary. 
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OUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION 


HELD  AT 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  3,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433. 


PRESENT : 


v 

Comp.  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  . 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  . 

“  William  B.  Meredith, 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 

“  Charles  Cary,  . 

“  Stockton  Bates, 

“  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 

“  Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller, 

“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  . 

“  William  E.  Barrett, 

“  Winfield  S.  Bell, 

“  Samuel  Laughlin, 

“  John  C.  Taylor,  . 

“  George  W.  Kuebler,  . 

“  George  B.  Wells, 

“  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  . 

“  A.  Howard  Thomas,  . 

“  Thomas  McConnell,  Jr., 

“  William  B.  Joslyn, 


.  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest . 

.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

.  Grand  Prmcipal  Sojourner. 

.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

.  Grand  Marshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  funior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies „ 
as  Grand  Pursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests: — Companions  John  McKain, 
Curtis  G.  Campbell,  Fred  M.  Smith,  John  H.  Shopp,  Joseph  C. 
Egbert,  Roland  T.  Davies,  Henry  L.  Moore,  T.  Morris  Cuddy. 
Joseph  J.  Lingle,  Clarence  E.  Else,  William  F.  Shay,  Peter 
Barkey,  John  C.  Wallace,  John  W.  Farnsworth,  Cyrus  H.  Blood, 
William  S.  Semple,  Reuben  A.  Zimmerman,  William  C.  Walker. 
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Past  Grand  High  Priests : — M.  E.  Companions  George  E.  Wagner, 
Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick.  Jr.,  Matthias  H.  Hender¬ 
son,  James  S.  Barber,  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Grand  Rep  re  sen  ta  tives . 

Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 

James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
“  Daniel  W.  Hutchin,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  District  of  Columbia. 

George  E.  Wagner,  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  William  B.  Meredith,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  Alexander  McCune,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

“  William  L.  Gorgas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

"  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

David  M.  Kinzer,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri. 

“  Irving  P.  Wanger,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio. 

John  McKain,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Stockton  Bates,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

“  William  A.  Sinn,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

“  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia. 

Chapters  No.  3,  21,  43,  52,  9L  150,  152,  159,  161,  162,  163,  165,  167,  169, 

170,  171,  172,  173,  174,  175,  181,  182,  183,  185,  186,  189,  190,  192,  193,  195, 

197,  198,  199,  200,  201,  202,  203.  204,  206,  208,  209,  21 1,  212,  214,  215,  216, 

217,  219,  220,  222,  224,  225,  226,  227,  228.  230,  232,  233,  234,  235,  237,  238, 

239,  240,  241,  242,  243,  244,  245,  246,  247,  248,  249,  250,  251,  252,  255, 
256,  257,  258,  260,  262,  266,  267,  268,  271,  272,  277,  278,  280,  283,  284. 
(92  Chapters  ) 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
two  o’clock  P.M. 
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The  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communication  held 
on  Thursday,  September  3,  1903,  were  read  and 

approved. 

Copies  of  By-Laws  from  Chapters  No.  200  and  2S4, 
and  of  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters 
No.  170,  21 1,  237  and  257,  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  By-Laws. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chapter  No. 
— ,  when  it  was 


Resolved: — that  permission,  “under  the  usual  restrictions,”  be  granted 
to  Chapter  No.  —  to  receive  and  act  upon  a  fourth  petition  for  Degrees  and 
Membership  from  Brother - ,  thrice  rejected  in  said  Chapter. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  “  pro¬ 
gress.” 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following 
Quarterly  Report : 

Philadelphia,  November  27,  1903. 

To  ihe  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Charles  Cary,  from  August  27,  1903,  to  November  20,  1903,  and 
find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 

Balance  on  hand,  August  27,  1903,  ....  $2,871  96 


RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 
Certificates,  etc.,  ..... 
Interest  on  Investments,  .... 
Interest  on  Deposits,  . 


•  $1,865  3° 

6  00 
400  00 

72  51  2,343  81 


Total  (carried  forward), 


$5,215  77 
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Brought  forward, . ~  $5,215  77 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  .  .  .  $1,000  oo 

Rent, . 1,500  00 

Salaries,  . . 537  50 

Clothing  and  Furniture,  ......  215  25 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery,  .  .  .  .  86  85  3,339  60 

Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1903,  .  .  $1,876  17 

> 

Fraternally  submitted, 


(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
Charles  W.  Packer, 
William  M.  Donaldson, 
Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

('ommittee. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following 
Annual  Report : 

Philadelphia,  November  27,  1903. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions: — The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer,  Companion 
Thomas  R.  Patton,  and  the  books  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Com¬ 
panion  Charles  Cary,  from  November  20,  1902,  to  November  20,  1903,  and 
find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  showing  : 


Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1902, 

RECEIPTS. 

From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 

Interest  on  Investments,  .... 
Interest  on  Deposits,  ..... 
Warrant  Fee, 

Constitutions,  ...... 

Certificates  and  Dispensations,  . 


$2,566  08 


.  $9,090  80 
86 7  50 
163  33 
1 00  00 

39  00 

22  00  10,282  63 


Total  (carried  forward), 


$12,848  71 


38 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[I903- 


Brought  forward,  ......  $12,848  71 

EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests, 

Rent . 

Masonic  Home,  ..... 

Salaries,  ...... 

Investment,  ..... 

Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  Jewel, 
Library  Committee,  .... 

Care  of  Organ,  ..... 

Clothing  and  Furniture, 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, 


$2,500  00 
688  58 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
2,150  00 

497  5° 

100  00 

100  00 
40  00 
L44i  75 

954  71  10,972  54 


Balance  in  hands  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer, 


$1,876  1 7 


We  have  examined  the  investments  held  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer, 
amounting  to  Twenty-two  Thousand  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($22,500.00). 
Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  of  these  are  in  the  Bonds  of  the  4  per  cent. 
Masonic  Loan  and  Twenty-five  Hundred  Dollars  in  the  Bonds  of  the  3  per¬ 
cent.  Loan  of  Philadelphia,  as  below,  all  in  the  name  of  “  The  Grand  Holy 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,”  and  found  them  correct  : 


Bonds  No.  60,  61,  62,  for  $5,000.00  each,  .....  $15,000  00 
Bonds  No.  191,  192,  193,  194,  195,  for  $1,000.00  each,  .  .  5,000  00 

Bond  No.  45,  Philadelphia  Loan,  Series  J,  1,000  00 

Bond  No.  352,  Philadelphia  Loan,  Series  M,  .  .  .  .  1,000  00 

Bond  No.  251,  Philadelphia  Loan,  Series  E,  .  .  .  500  00 


$22,500  00 


The  Committee  presents  the  following  estimate  of  Receipts  and  Expen¬ 
ditures  for  the  year  ending  November  20,  1904  : 

Balance  on  hand,  November  20,  1903,  .  .  .  $1,876  17 

RECEIPTS. 


From  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 
Interest  on  Investments,  . 
Constitutions,  Dispensations,  etc., 
Warrant  Fee,  .... 


$8,250  00 
875  00 
25  00 

100  00  9,250  00 


Total  (carried  forward), 


$11,126  17 
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Brought  forward,  ......  $11,126  17 

EXPENDITURES. 


Expenses  of  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 

$2,500  00 

Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  High  Priests,  . 

850  00 

Masonic  Home,  ..... 

1,000  00 

Salaries,  ....... 

2,150  00 

Printing,  Postage  and  Stationery, 

1,000  00 

Rent,. . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Care  of  Organ,  ...... 

40  00 

Library"  Committee,  ..... 

IJI 

0 

0 

0 

Clothing  and  Furniture,  .... 

750  00 

Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  Jewel, 

100  00 

Investment, . 

1,000  00 

10,940  00 

Estimated  Balance,  .... 

. 

$186  i 7 

We  offer  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved : — that  the  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
to  invest  one  thousand  dollars  ($r  ,000.00)  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
in  a  good  marketable  security  in  the  name  of  “  The  Grand  Treasurer  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Trust  for  the 
said  Grand  Chapter.” 

Resolved : — that  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  draw  his  Warrants  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  amounts 
named  in  the  foregoing  estimates  as  they  may  become  due  and  payable. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Ezra  S.  Bartlett, 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Charles  W.  Packer, 

William  M.  Donaldson, 

Jacob  W.  Jackson, 

Committee. 


The  report  was  received  as  read,  and  the  accompany¬ 
ing  resolutions  were,  on  motion,  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  presented 
the  following  Report: 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1903. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  cf 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  respectfully 
report  the  expenditure  during  the  year  for  printing,  postage  and  stationery 
of  $954.71,  which  includes  the  printing  and  binding  of  the  “Proceedings 
of  1902,”  and  the  expressage  and  postage  for  their  proper  distribution. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Harry  I.  McIntire,  Jr., 
Alexander  McCune, 

James  W.  R.  Washington, 

Jacob  Glaser, 

William  E.  Foltz, 

Committee . 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received  and  the  Resolutions,  on 
motion,  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1903. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  By-Laws  and  Amendments  to  By-Laws  submitted 
to  them  and  respectfully  offer  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved : — that  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  200  be  amended 
by  striking  out  all  of  Article  XI,  relating  to  certificates,  and  make  Article 
XII,  Article  XI,  also  strike  out  all  “Rules  of  Order,”  and  that  as  so 
amended  they  be  approved. 

Resolved  : — that  the  proposed  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No.  284  be  approved. 

Resolved : — that  the  proposed  Amendments  to  By-Laws  of  Chapters  No. 
21 1,  237  and  257  be  approved. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 

Stephen  H.  Appleton, 

Adam  H.  Schmehl, 

Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Louis  M.  Wagner, 

Committee. 
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The  proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
offered  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  on  Sep¬ 
tember  3,  1903,  were,  on  motion,  adopted  as  follows: 


Resolved: — that  Article  XVI  be  amended  by  adding  a  new  Section  as 
follows : 

11  Section  10.  No  member  shall  be  exalted  to  the  Degree  of  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  within  four  weeks  from  the  time  he  shall  have  received  the 
Honorary  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason,  and  not  then  unless  he  has  had 
his  Mark  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Marks.” 

Resolved : — that  Article  XVII,  Section  13,  be  amended  by  adding  the 
following  : 

"  He  must  also  present  with  his  petition  a  copy  of  his  Mark,  so  that  it 
may  be  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Marks,  in  case  of  his  election  to  the 
Chapter.” 


This  being  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution  for  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
Masonic  year,  beginning  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s 
Day  next,  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  was  pleased  to 
appoint  Tellers,  who  having  reported,  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  announced  the  following-named  Compan¬ 
ions  duly  elected  : 


Companion  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  . 

J.  Henry  Williams, 
William  B.  Meredith, 
Thomas  R.  Patton, 
Charles  Cary, 


.  IW.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
.  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


Missives  were  received  appointing  Companion  David 
M.  Kinzer  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Missouri,  and  Companion  Alexander 
McCune  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Maine. 
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On  motion,  the  said  Companions  were  separately 
received  and  acknowledged  as  such  Representatives. 


Communications  were  received  from  Grand  Chapters 
announcing  the  death  of  distinguished  Companions,  as 
follows  : 

M.  E.  Companion  George  W.  Cheyney,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Arizona.  Died  August  14,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Wallace  Lee,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Connecticut.  Died  September  14,  1903. 

M.  E.  Companion  W.  R.  Shaver,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Tennessee.  Died  October  1 1,  1903. 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  four  o’clock 
and  twenty  minutes  p.m. 


Charles  Cary, 


Grand  Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

HELD  AT 

> 

MASONIC  TEMPLE,  PHILADELPHIA, 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER  28,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433. 


PRESENT : 


Comp.  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  . 
“  J.  Henry  Williams, 

“  William  B.  Meredith, 
“  Thomas  R.  Patton, 
Charles  Cary, 

“  Stockton  Bates,  . 

“  Fred  M.  Smith,  . 

“  Joseph  C.  Egbert, 

4t  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege, 
“  Carl  A.  Sundstrom, 

“  Daniel  J.  Bishop, 

“  Adam  H.  Schmelil, 

“  Samuel  Laughlin, 

“  John  C.  Taylor,  . 

“  George  W.  Kuebler,  . 
“  George  B.  Wells, 

“  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  . 
“  A.  Howard  Thomas,  . 
“  Frank  M.  Highley, 

“  William  B.  Joslyn, 


.  M.  £.  Grand  High  Priest. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Kino. 

o 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

.  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

.  Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 

.  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 
.  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest. 
.  Grand  Chaplain. 

.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
as  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
as  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Vail. 

.  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Vail. 

.  Grand  Marshal. 

.  Senior  Grand  Master  oj  Ceremonies . 
,  junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 
.  Grand  Tursuivant. 

.  Grand  Tyler. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests: — M.  E.  Companions  George  E.  Wagner, 
Hibbert  P.  John,  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  James  S.  Barber,  Alex¬ 
ander  H.  Morgan,  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Edward  B. 
Spencer. 
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Grand  Representatives. 

Comp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California. 

“  Thomas  R.  Patton,  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and  Scotland. 
“  James  S.  Barber,  of  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and  N.  Carolina. 
“  George  E.  Wagner,  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

“  Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

“  George  B.  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois. 

“  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas. 

“  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky. 

“  William  B.  Meredith,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana. 

“  J.  Henry  Williams,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maryland. 

William  L.  Gorgas,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota. 

“  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

“  Charles  F.  Wignall,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick. 

“  Robert  J.  Linden,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire. 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

“  Charles  Cary,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon. 

“  Stockton  Bates,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island. 

“  Joseph  M.  Wiatt,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee. 

William  A.  Sinn,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas. 

“  Louis  Wagner,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont. 

Chapters  Nos.  3,  21,  43.  52,  91,  150,  163,  169,  171,  173,  175,  183,  190,  203,. 
204,  208,  216,  220,  223,  226,  232,  233,  237,  238,  240,  247,  248,  250,  251,  255, 
256,  258,  262,  267,  268,  271,  284.  (37  Chapters.) 

M.  E.  Companion  Isaac  F.  Siidham,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut, 
honored  the  Grand  Chapter  with  his  presence. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
seven  o’clock  p.m. 

A  copy  of  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  255  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Bv-Laws. 

* 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  made  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received,  and  the  accompanying 
Resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  December  26,  1903. 

To  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Companions  : — We  have  had  referred  to  us  an  Amendment  to  By-Laws 
of  Chapter  No.  255,  and  submit  the  following  Resolution  : 

“  Resolved ; — that  the  proposed  Amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Chapter  No. 

> 

255  be  approved.” 

Fiaternally  submitted, 

(Signed)  Edgar  A-.  Tennis,  Chairman. 

General  Returns  were  received  from  a  number  of 
Chapters  and  one  Mark  Lodge,  which  were  ordered  to 
be  entered  and  filed. 

A  Petition  was  received  from  a  number  (67  )  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be 
held  at  Wilkinsburg,  Pa.,  to  be  called  “  Orient  Royal 
Arch  Chapter.” 

On  motion,  the  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Officers,  with  power  to  act. 

M.  E.  Companions  Edward  Mills  and  William  H. 
Grosscup,  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  E.  Companion 
Samuel  G.  Rudderow,  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Vail, 
all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey,  were  pleased 
to  visit  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  were  received  with  the 
customary  honors. 

So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation  held  on  Thursday,  December  3,  1903,  as  refers 
to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  read. 
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All  the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received 
the  Order  ot  High  Priesthood  having  retired,  Com¬ 
panion  Henry  Oscar  Kline  was  installed  Most  Excel¬ 
lent  Grand  High  Priest  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 
Thereunto  Belonging ,  was  duly  proclaimed  as  such,  and 
received  the  salutations  ot  the  Craft. 

The  Companions  who  had  retired  were  readmitted, 
when  the  following  Grand  Officers  were  severally 
installed,  and  were  each  duly  proclaimed  and  received 
the  salutations  of  the  Craft : 

Companion  J.  Henry  Williams,  M.  E.  Grand  King. 

Companion  William  B.  Meredith,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Companion  Thomas  R.  Patton,  M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Companion  Charles  Cary,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Henry 
Oscar  Kline,  then  presented  the  following: 

ADDRESS. 

Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  : — The  year  has  rapidly 
passed  since  I  assumed  the  responsibility  of  this  exalted  station. 
You  have  assembled  to  receive  an  account  of  my  stewardship. 
You  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  peace  and  harmony  continue  to 
reign  within  as  well  as  without  our  borders,  and  that  the  year 
just  ending  has  been  one  of  activity  among  our  membership. 

The  Departed. 

On  the  14th  of  July  last,  M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 
Senior  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  “  passed  on," 
full  of  years,  ripe  in  experience  and  learning,  and  leaving  a  name 
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highly  honored  and  revered  by  the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania.  A 
circular  letter  was  issued  to  the  Chapters  of  our  Jurisdiction  and 
sent  to  other  Grand  Chapters  announcing  our  bereavement,  as 
follows  : 


The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging. 

Office  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Masonic  Temple,  September  i,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  of  this  fur  is  dic¬ 
tion,  and  to  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  Wherever  Dispersed. 

Companions  : — Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
Samuel  Clarke  Perkins  bade  adieu  to  this  life  July  14,  1903.  It  falls  to 
the  lot  of  comparatively  few  Masons  to  fill  for  so  long  a  time  such  an  impor¬ 
tant  place  with  the  Craft  as  that  occupied  by  our  deceased  Companion.  He 
was  distinguished  as  a  Ritualist,  for  we  learn  from  his  own  pen  that,  upon 
a  visit  to  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England,  he  exemplified  our  work 
“in  all  the  details,”  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  difference  between  their 
work  and  ours,  when  they  “acknowledged  that  ours  was  the  Ancient 
Work  ....  as  it  had  been  formerly  understood  and  practiced  by  the 
Craft  in  England.” 

Serving  this  Grand  Chapter  as  Grand  High  Priest  in  1866  and  1867,  he 
tells  us  that  he  “  visited  extensively  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  the 
northern  part  of  the  State,  and  wherever  he  had  the  opportunity  .... 
exemplified  every  particle  of  the  work  and  explained  it  all  to  them 
ourselves.” 

He  was  noted  as  a  financier,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  management  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  F.  and  A.  M.,  also  as* 
a  Masonic  jurist,  the  impress  of  his  ability  being  visible  in  the  Masonic 
Jurisprudence  of  Pennsylvania.  As  a  citizen  he  was  famed  for  his  integritv, 
serving  the  city  of  his  birth  and  residence  as  President  of  the  Building 
Commission,  under  whose  supervision  the  magnificent  City  Hall  was  built. 


Masonic  Record  of  M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  C.  Perkins. 


Born  November  14,  1828. 

Lodge  No.  pi. 

Entered  Apprentice, . 

Fellow  Craft,  ...... 

Master  Mason,  ...... 

Junior  Warden,  ...... 


April  28,  1851. 
May  26,  1851. 
June  23,  1851. 

1853- 
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Lodge  No.  gr. 

Senior  Warden,  ...... 

Worshipful  Master,  .  .  .  .  . 
Treasurer,  ....... 

■Grand  Lodge. 

Steward  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund, 

Grand  Steward,  ...... 

Committee  on  By-Laws,  .  .  .  . 
Chairman,  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
Chairman,  Building  Committee, 

Committee  on  Landmarks, 

Commissioner  of  Sinking  Fund, 
Representative,  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  . 
Representative,  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana, 
Trustee  of  Girard  Bequest, 

Senior  Grand  Deacon,  .... 

Junior  Grand  Warden,  .... 

Senior  Grand  Warden,  .  .  .  . 

Deputy  Grand  Master,  .... 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 

Mark  Lodge ,  No.  gr. 

Mark  Master  Mason,  ..... 

Senior  Warden,  ...... 

Worshipful  Master,  ..... 


1854. 

1855. 

.  1875-1894. 


.  1857,  1859,  i860. 

.  1858. 

.  1859-1862,  1864. 

.  1864-1866. 

.  1869-1873. 

.  1870-1873,  1895-1903. 
.  1874-1899. 

.  1870-1892. 

.  1870-1892. 

.  1875-1903. 

.  1861-1862. 

.  1867. 

.  1868-1869. 

.  1870-1871. 

.  1872-1873. 

.  March  8,  1852. 

.  1854. 


Royal  Arch  Chapter ,  No.  gi. 

Most  Excellent  Master  and  Royal  Arch  Mason,  June  18,  1856. 
Scribe,  ........  1858. 

King, . 1859. 

High  Priest,  .......  i860. 

Grand  Chapter. 


Grand  Captain  of  the  First  Vail, 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host, 

Grand  Scribe,  ...... 

Grand  King,  ...... 

Grand  High  Priest,  ..... 

Committee  on  By-Laws,"  .... 

Committee  on  Correspondence, 

Committee  on  Appeals,  .... 

Representative,  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana, 


.  1857. 

.  1861. 

.  1862-1863. 
.  1864-1865. 
.  1866-1867. 
.  1861. 

.  1868-1869. 
.  1876-1892. 
.  1870-1903. 


I903-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


49 


Died  July  14,  7903. 

It  is  directed  that,  in  memory  of  onr  departed  Most  Excellent  Companion, 
this  communication  be  read  in  each  Subordinate  Chapter  within  our  Juris- 
d  ction,  and  entered  in  full  on  the  Minutes  at  the  next  Stated  Meeting  after 
its  receipt,  and  that  the  Jewels  of  such  Chapters  be  draped  in  mourning  for 
the  space  of  six  months. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

Henry  Oscar  Kline,  Grand  High  Priest . 

Official:  Charles  Cary,  Grand  Secretary. 

December  27,  1902,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  out  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  and  to  the  Chapters  and  Mark 
Lodges  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  as  follows  : 

Circular  Letter  of  Instructions  to  the  Several  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  in  the  Juris¬ 
diction  of  Pennsylvania. 

OFFICE  OF  THE 

Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest, 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

St.  John’s  Day,  December  27,  A.  D.  1902,  A.  I.  2432. 

Dear  Sir  and  Companion  : — This  Circular  Letter  of  Instructions  con¬ 
tains  the  regulations  which  you  are  expected  to  observe  in  the  performance 
of  your  official  duties. 

1.  You  will,  as  early  as  possible,  visit  the  Chapters  in  your  District,  and 
cause  this  Circular  Letter  of  Instructions  to  be  read ;  and  deliver  a  copy 
thereof  to  each  of  said  Chapters  with  directions  to  have  the  same  spread 
in  full  on  the  minutes  and  the  copy  preserved  for  reference.  You  will  once 
during  the  year  examine  the  minutes  of  each  Chapter  and  make  a  written 
report  in  its  Minute  Book,  correcting  any  errors  you  may  discover  in  the 
matter  thereof  or  in  the  manner  of  recording  the  same,  and  instruct  the 
M.  E.  High  Priest  to  have  your  report  read  at  the  next  meeting  of  his 
Chapter,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  been  so  read  noted  on  the  minutes  of  that 
meeting. 

2.  On  your  visit  to  a  Chapter,  carefully  inspect  the  Chapter  Hall,  see  that 
it  is  suited  to  its  purpose  and  that  it  can  be  securely  t)led  ;  and  have  some 
portion  of  the  work  rehearsed  in  your  presence,  so  that  you  may  correct  it 
if  it  be  not  the  authorized  work  or  is  imperfectly  rendered. 
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3.  You  will  see  that  every  Chapter  in  your  District  has  in  its  possession 
four  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  of 
the  edition  of  1897,  and  four  copies  of  the  Holy  Bible.  You  will  urge  on 
the  officers  of  the  Chapteis  in  your  District  the  necessity  of  carefully 
studying  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  its 
various  provisions,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  which  will  greatly  assist  them 
in  conducting  the  affairs  of  their  Chapters. 

4.  Notify  all  officers  and  members  of  the  Chapters  in  your  Disbict  that 
they  will,  in  the  first  instance,  address  you  on  all  questions  of  Work  and 
Law,  and  for  all  information  relating  thereto  which  they  may  seek.  Your 
opinions,  decisions  and  correspondence  you  will  cause  to  be  preserved  as 
part  of  the  official  record  of  your  administration.  Through  you  all  appeals 
to  this  office  must  be  made,  and  with  every  appeal  you  will  send  copies  of 
your  decisions  to  which  said  appeal  refers,  and  of  the  correspondence 
relating  thereto.  All  correspondence  relative  to  your  official  duties  must 
be  addressed  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

5.  You  will  instruct  the  officers  in  their  work  and  see  that  they  are  fully 
qualified  for  their  duties  in  this  respect.  In  the  absence  of  the  High  Priest, 
the  Warrant  must  be  placed  in'the  possession  of  the  King  ;  and  in  the 
absence  of  both  the  High  Piiest  and  King,  it  must  be  placed  in  possession 
of  the  Scribe.  If  all  are  absent  no  Chapter  can  be  opened,  except  by  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  or  some  one  specially  authorized  by  him  for  that 
purpose. 

6.  You  will  not  permit  any  one  to  instruct  or  teach  the  work  in  your  Dis¬ 
trict  unless  he  has  a  dispensation  therefor,  under  the  seal  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  or  to  deliver  a  lecture  before  a  Chapter  upon  any 
subject  without  having  first  obtained  permission  from  the  same  authority. 

7.  High  Priests  are  to  be  reminded  that  it  is  their  duty  to  enforce  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as  the  By-Laws  of 
their  respective  Chapters ;  and  especially  to  see  that  no  ballot  on  a  petition 
is  taken  until  after  the  Secretary  has  made  the  necessary  inquiry  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Secretary,  and  his  reply  has  been  received ,  stating  that  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  on  the  records  against  the  applicant.  Should  a  Chapter  act  on  an 
application  for  degrees  and  membership,  or  for  membership  only,  before 
receiving  a  reply  from  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  name  of  such  applicant 
will  be  stricken  from  the  roll. 

8.  You  will  call  the  attention  of  Chapters  to  the  fact  that  officers  are 
installed  only  for  the  Masonic  year  ending  on  St,  John’s  Day,  and  that  in 
case  of  reelection  they  must  be  installed  as  before.  This  is  to  be  called  to- 
their  attention  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  who 
are  most  frequently  reelected. 
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9.  You  will  render  obedience  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  page  17, 
which  makes  it  imperative  upon  you  to  attend  the  Quarterly  Communica¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  least  twice  a  year. 

Among  the  Decisions  and  Regulations  in  force  special  attention  is  called 
to  the  following : 

A  Chapter  cannot  be  opened  on  the  stated  night  of  meeting  prior  to  the 
hour  fixed  by  the  By-Laws. 

The  High  Priest  is  responsible  to  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  conducts  the  business  of  the  Chapter  and  the  manner  in  vvhich 
the  Degrees  are  conferred.  The  work  must  be  in  accordance  with  that 
authorized  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  use  of  Monitors ,  printed  or  written  Rituals  in  conferring  the 
Degrees  is  unlawful. 

The  use  of  Postal  Cards  in  sending  Chapter  notices  is  not  permitted. 

The  names  of  applicants  for  Degrees  and  Membership,  or  for  Member¬ 
ship  only,  must  be  printed  or  written  in  the  body  of  the  notice  proper ,  and 
not  on  a  separate  slip. 

The  names  of  all  petitioners  must  appear  on  the  notice  for  the  meeting 
at  which  they  are  to  be  balloted  for.  If  action  is  postponed  in  any  case,  the 
name,  age,  occupation  and  residence  of  the  petitioner  must  appear  on  the 
notice  for  every  stated  meeting  until  the  petition  is  disposed  of. 

A  summons  is  not  necessary  for  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
unless  the  By-Laws  so  require. 

A  summons  issued  to  the  members  of  a  Chapter  must  be  signed  by  the 
High  Priest  and  Secretary  and  have  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  attached. 

A  Chapter  cannot  act  on  petitions  not  presented  and  read  at  a  stated 
meeting  at  least  four  weeks  prior  to  a  ballot. 

A  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  after  a  favorable  repoit  and  ballot.  A 
second  or  subsequent  petition  cannot  be  withdrawn  i?i  any  case. 

A  second  ballot  cannot  be  taken  on  a  second  or  subsequent  petition. 

A  seco7id  ballot  cannot  be  taken  on  a  petition  for  Membership,  but  a  new 
petition  may  be  presented  at  any  time. 

A  Chapter  must  ballot  for  all  its  officers  at  the  same  time,  but  separate 
boxes  must  be  used  for  each  office,  except  for  Treasurer  and  Secretary, 
who  may  be  voted  for  on  the  same  ticket. 

The  M.  E.  High  Priest  must  be  installed  on  or  before  the  St.  John’s  Day 
next  succeeding  his  election,  and  serve  a  full  Masonic  year  as  such  to 
retain  membership  in  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  High  Priest  must  be 
invested  with  the  order  of  High  Priesthood  at  the  time  of  installation  into 
office. 

Members  and  visitors  must  send  in  cards,  giving  their  names  in  full, 
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together  with  the  name  and  number  of  the  Chapter  and  the  Jurisdiction  to 
which  they  belong.  The  names  of  all  Companions  present  must  be  written 
in  the  minutes  and  not  by  reference  to  a  register. 

The  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter  has  the  undoubted  right  to  refuse  admis¬ 
sion  to  a  visitor  at  his  discretion.  He  should  so  refuse  if  a  member  objects 
in  open  Chapter.  A  Companion  desiring  to  visit  has  no  right  to  demand 
admission  against  the  objection  of  a  member. 

A  Chapter  cannot  remit  the  dues  of  a  member  who  has  been  suspended 
for  non-payment  thereof,  and  then  restore  him  to  membership  or  Good 
Masonic  Standing.  He  can  be  so  restored  only  upon  payment  of  all 
arrears  of  dues. 

A  Chapter  should  not  restore  a  Companion  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues  to  Good  Masonic  Standing,  and  subsequently  restore  him  to  mem¬ 
bership  under  the  provision  of  Article  XVIII,  Section  4.  Restoration  to 
membership  includes  Good  Masonic  Standing,  and  one  restored  to  “  Good 
Masonic  Standing  ”  can  be  subsequently  admitted  to  “  Membership  ”  only 
upon  petition  and  ballot. 

A  Chapter  must  accept  the  resignation  of  a  member  when  it  is  presented, 
providing  his  dues  are  paid,  and  no  charges  are  pending  against  him  at 
the  time. 

No  Certificates  other  than  those  authorized  by  Article  XI  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  shall  be  issued  by  any  Chapter. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  an  inquiry  from  another  Chapter  as  to  “  Masonic 
Objection”  to  lie  over  from  one  meeting  to  another.  The  notice  for  the 
meeting  when  such  inquiry  is  to  be  ac'ed  on  must,  however,  contain  the 
required  sta'ement  to  the  members  that  a  ballot  will  be  taken  on  such 
inquiry. 

Jurisdiction  in  Pennsylvania  belongs  to  the  Grand  Chapter  alone,  and 
not  in  any  sense  to  a  subordinate  Chapter.  An  applicant  for  the  degrees 
and  membership  may  apply  to  any  Chapter  he  desires  to  enter,  without 
regard  to  where  he  resides,  and  the  whole  purpose  of  the  inquiry  is  to 
determine  and  have  answered,  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  is  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  best  known,  one  question  and  but  one,  viz.: — Is  he  fit  for 
advancement ,  mentally,  morally  and  physically  ?  If  he  is  not,  the  Chapter 
to  which  his  petition  is  addressed  should  not  be  allowed  to  proceed.  If  he 
is,  the  Chapter  inquired  of  has  no  right  to  say  otherwise,  however  reluctant 
its  members  may  be  to  see  applicants  who  might  be  expected  to  knock  at 
its  doors  go  elsewhere.  The  assertion  of  “Masonic  Objection,”  where 
none  really  exists,  is  clearly  subversive  of  the  rights  of  other  Chapters, 
and  when  it  is  wilfully  made  cannot  be  too  severely  censured.  (“  Five 
Black  Balls  shall  establish  the  existence  of  such  objection.”) 
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When  a  Chapter  acts  on  an  inquiry  from  another  Chapter  as  to  “  Masonic 
Objection,”  the  result  of  such  action  must  be  certified  immediately  to  the 
inquiring  Chapter  and  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Distance  from  the  residence  of  a  petitioner  to  the  nearest  Chapter  must 
be  measured  on  a  straight  line,  without  regard  to  roads  or  lines  of  com- 
muncation. 

Secretaries  of  Chapters  a-e  positively  instructed  to  send  “  Monthly 
Returns”  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  within  one  week  from  the  time 

j 

of  holdmg  a  stated  meeting,  in  order  to  receive  a  reply  previous  to  the 
meeting  following.  All  proper  names  must  be  plainly  and  carefully  written. 

All  Deaths,  Resignations,  Suspensions,  Restorations  and  Rejections  must 
be  reported  promptly  to  the  Grand  Secretary  ;  considerable  annoyance 
having  been  caused  by  failure  to  observe  this  rule. 

Secretaries  of  Chapters  will  send  copies  of  notices  for  all  Stated,  Special 
and  Extra  Meetings  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secretary. 

You  will  understand  that  your  judgment  and  discret:on  are  relied  upon  to 
carry  out  these  regulations. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Henry  Oscar  Kline,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Decision. 

Aside  from  the  answering  of  a  number  of  questions  previously 
determined,  I  have  to  report  having  made  but  one  decision,  and 
that  is  as  follows  :  Objection  to  a  petitioner  for  the  Degrees  and 
Membership  must  be  made  by  a  member  of  the  Chapter  in  person 
in  the  open  Chapter. 

Dispensations. 

January  15,  1903.  Chapter  No.  209.  To  elect  Secretary, 
Vacancy  caused  by  refusal  to  be  installed. 

March  6,  1903.  Chapter  No.  263.  To  elect  Secretary. 

Vacancy  caused  by  death. 

April  29,-  1903.  Chapter  No.  174.  To  elect  Scribe. 
Declined  to  be  installed. 

-  April  29,  1903.  Chapter  No.  43.  To  elect  Secretary. 

Declined  to  be  installed. 

June  8,  1903.  Chapter  No.  43.  To  elect  Scribe. 
Vacancy  caused  by  death. 


54 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1903 


August  25,  1903.  Chapter  No.  216.  To  elect  Scribe. 
Vacancy  caused  by  removal  from  jurisdiction. 

December  22,  1903.  Chapter  No.  178.  To  elect  Officers. 
Emergency  caused  by  impossibility  to  hold  an  election  at  the 
prescribed  time. 

Chapter  Minutes. 

During  the  year  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  practice  of  the  Secretary  of  one  of  the  Chapters  to  detach 
the  leaves  from  the  bound  Minute  Book  of  his  Chapter,  type¬ 
write  the  Minutes  thereon,  and  then  paste  the  same  back  upon  the 
stubs  left  for  that  purpose.  I  called  upon  the  Companion  and 
received  his  promise  that  he  would  discontinue  the  practice. 
The  facts  merely  are  here  mentioned  with  the  admonition,  how¬ 
ever,  that  neither  the  particular  Secretary  referred  to  nor  any 
other  will  be  permitted  to  indulge  in  such  practice  in  the  future. 

The  Masonic  Home. 

The  Grand  Chapter  continues  to  donate  one-tenth  of  its  income 
to  that  most  worthy  charity,  The  Masonic  Home,  thus  setting 
an  example  well  worthy  of  imitation  by  all  other  Masonic  bodies. 

New  Chapter. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Chapter  held 
June  4,  1903,  a  Petition  was  presented  by  a  number  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  Companions,  asking  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new  Chapter,  to  be 
entitled  “  Melita.”  The  Warrant  having  been  granted,  Melita 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  284,  was  duly  constituted,  with  forty- 
seven  Companions,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  by  myself, 
accompanied  by  the  Grand  Officers.  This  Chapter  starts  under 
very  auspicious  circumstances,  the  officers  having  proven  them¬ 
selves  competent  to  perform  all  their  duties,  and  the  Chapter 
being  in  possession  of  the  paraphernalia  and  clothing  required 
by  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  Grand  Chapter  is 
to  be  congratulated  upon  this  lively  accession  to  its  roster. 
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Representatives  to  Other  Grand  Chapters. 

I  have  appointed  the  following  Representatives  to  the  Grand 
Chapters  indicated  : 

Companion  Arthur  Conger  to  Missouri. 

Companion  Homer  B.  Hubbell  to  Wisconsin. 

Companion  Samuel  F.  Hubbard  to  Massachusetts 

Companion  George  H.  Toop  to  New  York. 

Companion  A.  C.  Biernatzki  to  South  Dakota. 

Representatives  Received. 

The  following  Companions  have  been  recognized  as  Repre¬ 
sentatives  to  this  Grand  Chapter  from  the  Grand  Chapters 
indicated  : 

Companion  James  H.  Codding,  from  Nova  Scotia. 

Companion  William  M.  Donaldson,  from  Colorado. 

Companion  William  B.  Meredith,  from  Louisiana. 

Companion  David  M.  Kinzer,  from  Missouri. 

Companion  Alexander  McCune,  from  Maine. 

Waivers  of  Jurisdiction. 

At  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  Grand 
Jurisdictions  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio  and  Maryland, 
waivers  of  Jurisdiction  were  granted  to  each  of  them.  It,  how¬ 
ever,  became  my  duty  to  refuse  one  request  for  waiver  of  Juris¬ 
diction  coming  from  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  That  official  was  pleased  to  grant  us  one  waiver  of  Juris¬ 
diction,  but  found  it  incumbent  upon  himself  to  decline  another. 

Early  in  the  year  I  sent  out  a  blank  requesting  the  Secretary 
of  each  Chapter  to  respond  specifically,  and  from  these  returns  I 
have  collated  a  fund  of  information  which  it  is  believed  will  be 
of  interest  to  all. 
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Financial. 


The  total  amount  of  cash  received  by  our  Chapters  in  1902, 

amounted  to  .  .........  $113,572  29 

Of  that  sum  there  was  received  from  investments  the  sum  of  13,017  11 

The  total  sum  expended  by  the  Chapters  amounted  to  .  .  106,059  35 

Of  which  there  was  for  investment . 15,553  73 

The  total  of  invested  funds  on  Dec.  27,  1902,  amounted  to  .  208,001  99 

The  balance  on  hand  uninvested  amounted  to  .  .  .  47,556  11 

The  indebtedness  aggregated  .......  7>99l  62 

There  was  expended  for  charity  in  1902,  the  amount  of  .  3,969  3& 

The  three  Mark  Lodges  under  our  Jurisdiction  received  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1902,  the  sum  of  .....  1,798  46- 

Of  which  there  was  from  investments  .....  1,704  21 

They  expended . 1,598  30 

The  total  amount  of  their  invested  funds  on  Dec.  27,  1902,  was  25,200  oo 

While  the  balance  on  hand  uninvested  was  ....  534  89 

Their  indebtedness  was  ........  47  20 

They  expended  for  charity  in  1902  ......  175  00 


Work. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  March  last,  the  Mark 
Master  Mason’s  Degree  was  exemplified  by  Companion  John  H. 
Bromley,  of  Chapter  No.  91.  At  the  Quarterly  Communication 
in  June,  the  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  Degree  was  exem¬ 
plified  by  Companion  Harry  B.  McCullough,  of  Chapter  No.  232. 
The  Royal  Arch  Mason’s  Degree  was  exemplified  at  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Communication  in  September  by  Companion  Frederick  Paul 
Sher,  of  Chapter  No.  91.  The  thanks  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Host,  Companion  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  for  the  labor  required  of 
him  in  consummating  the  arrangements  for  the  several  exempli¬ 
fications,  and  to  the  three  Companions  named  and  all  others  who 
were  associated  with  them  in  this  labor.  The  work  performed 
was  that  prescribed  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  received  the 
commendation  of  a  number  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 


I9°3-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


57 


It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  make  a  few  official  yet  informal 
Visitations  throughout  the  State,  as  follows  : 

On  April  14th,  Brownsville  Chapter,  No.  164. 

On  April  17th,  Allegheny  Chapter,  No.  217. 

On  May  5th,  Zerubbabel  Chapter,  No.  162,  of  Pittsburgh. 

On  June  9th,  Eden  Chapter,  No.  259,  at  Clarion,  accompanied 
by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe  and  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  Cyrus  H.  Blood. 

On  October  7th,  Orient  Chapter,  No.  247,  at  Kittanning,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  King,  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe,  M.  E- 
Grand  Secretary  and  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  Cyrus  H.  Blood. 

On  November  5th,  Union  Chapter,  No.  165,  at  Uniontown. 

On  December  4th,  Bellefonte  Chapter,  No.  241,  installing  their 
officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year. 

On  December  21st,  Pittsburgh  Chapter,  No.  268,  at  Pittsburgh, 
installing  their  officers. 

On  December  22d,  Bradford  Chapter,  No.  260,  at  Bradford, 
installing  their  officers,  accompanied  by  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  William  C. 
Walker. 

On  April  24th,  I  attended  a  District  meeting  held  by  D.  D.  G. 
H.  P.  Curtis  G.  Campbell,  in  the  hall  of  Urania  Chapter,  No. 
192,  at  Greensburg. 

On  May  7th,  I  attended  a  Union  meeting  in  Freemasons’  Hall, 
in  Pittsburgh,  accompanied  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  King,  M.  E. 
Grand  Scribe  and  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary;  D.  D.  G.  H.  P.  John 
McKain  being  present  also. 

On  March  20th,  I  visited  the  Pittsburgh  Chapter  School  of 
Instruction. 

On  the  nineteenth  day  of  November  I  attended  the  seventy- 
fifth  anniversary  of  Washington  Chapter,  No.  150,  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  accompanied  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

Philadelphia  county,  being  under  the  particular  direction  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  I  have  visited  the  following  Chapters  and 
Mark  Lodges  : 

On  February  13th,  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  240. 
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On  FebruaryT6th,  Excelsior  Mark  Lodge,  No.  216. 

On  March  6th,  Harmony  Chapter,  No.  52. 

By  virtue  of  my  presence  the  Degree  of  Mark  Master  and  Most 
Excellent  Master  were  conferred  upon  Gerson  R.  Heymann,  whose 
petition  for  the  Capitular  Degrees  and  Membership  had  been 
twice  approved  by  this  Chapter,  but  who,  by  reason  of  enforced 
absence,  had  both  times  forfeited  his  right  to  the  same. 

On  April  21st,  Temple  Chapter,  No.  248. 

On  September  14th,  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91. 

On  September  14th,  I  attended  the  first  Stated  Meeting  of 
Melita  Chapter,  No.  284. 

On  October  2d,  University  Chapter,  No.  256. 

On  October  19th,  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3. 

On  December  1st,  T.  B.  Freeman  Chapter,  No.  243. 

I  attended  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Keystone  Chapter,  No. 
175 »  on  October  26th. 

On  several  occasions  I  was  accompanied  by  the  M.  E.  Grand 
King,  and  generally  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary  in  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Visitations. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  has  not  been  possible  for  me  to 
visit  all  the  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  that  I  have  been  able  to  get  to  so  few  Chapters  through¬ 
out  the  Jurisdiction. 

Visitors. 

Upon  two  occasions  during  the  present  Masonic  year  we  have 
been  favored  by  the  presence  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Companion  Isaac  F.  Stidman,  of  Connecticut.  We  have  enjoyed 
his  presence  very  much,  and  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
were  edified  by  what  he  had  to  say. 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  December  3,  as  you  already 
know,  the  following  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  were  adopted,  to  take  effect  December  27,  1903  : 
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Amend  Article  XVI  by  adding  a  new  Section,  as-follows  : 

“  Sec.  io.  No  member  shall  be  exalted  to  the  degree  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  within  four  weeks  from  the  time  he  shall  have  received  the  Hon¬ 
orary  Degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason,  and  not  then  unless  he  has  had  his 
Mark  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Marks.” 

Amend  Article  XVII,  Sec.  13,  by  adding  the  following  : 

“  He  must  also  present  with  his  petition  a  copy  of  his  Mark,  so  that  it 
may  be  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Marks,  in  case  of  his  election  to  the 
Chapter.” 

To  me  it  is  quite  gratifying  that  these  two  Amendments  were 
adopted  and  have  thereby  become  a  part  of  the  constitutional 
requirements  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  Along  with  the  financial 
information  given  above,  I  sought  at  the  same  time  to  find  out 
what  the  situation  was  regarding  the  adopting  and  recording  of 
Marks.  The  results  indicated  that  on  December  27,  1902,  there 
were  5990  Companions  who  had  not  then  as  yet  recorded  their 
Marks,  and  of  the  number  of  Brethren  Marked  in  the  year  1902, 
there  were  880  who  had  at  that  time  not  recorded  their  Marks. 
Two  of  my  immediate  predecessors  had  invited  the  attention  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  to  the  neglect  to  adopt  and  record  Marks,  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  M.  E.  Com¬ 
panion  P.  G.  H.  P.  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  had  repeatedly  called 
attention  to  the  laxity  in  this  regard,  A  circular  has  been  sent 
out  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the  Chapters  in  the  Jurisdiction, 
informing  them  of  the  adoption  of  these  Amendments,  so  that 
all  may  have  knowledge  of  what  the  present  law  is.  In  the 
future  the  Capitular  Degrees  will  be  conferred  in  Pennsylvania  in 
a  more  deliberate  manner,  and  the  High  Priests  will  have  some 
opportunity  of  complying  with  the  ancient  charges  referring  to 
proficiency  before  exaltation.  Some  effort  will  be  made  during 
the  coming  year  to  reduce  the  large  number  of  members  who 
have  not  had  their  Marks  recorded. 
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Invitations. 

I  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  an  invitation  to  attend  the  thir¬ 
teenth  annual  banquet  of  the  Fraternal  Union  of  Anointed  High 
Priests  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Thursday  evening,  April  30th, 
which  invitation  was  regretfully  declined. 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  position  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  he  being 
the  personal  Representative  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High 
Priest  in  his  District,  is  both  honorable  and  important.  The 
position  is  sought  for  and  evidently  appreciated  by  many  of  the 
Companions  who  have  proved  most  efficient  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties,  the  condition  of  the  Chapters  in  their  respective 
Districts  being  evidenced  thereby ;  but  it  is  with  regret  that  I 
have  to  say  that  not  all  of  these  officials  have  been  attentive  to 
their  duties  or  painstaking  in  carrying  out  the  requests  of  their 
superior.  I  express  the  hope  that  in  the  future  all  Companions 
who  have  been  honored  with  the  appointment  of  District  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  will  make  it  their  business  to  keep  close  touch 
upon  the  Chapters  and  closely  supervise  the  work  of  the  officers, 
particularly  that  of  the  Secretaries,  “  because  with  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  Secretary  lies  the  success  or  the  failure  of  the  body,” 
as  has  been  well  said  by  one  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests  in  a  communication  to  one  of  the  Chapters  in  his  District. 

Conclusion. 

I  express  my  gratitude  to  all  the  officers  and  members  who 
have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  year.  What¬ 
ever  may  have  been  achieved  is  as  much  due  to  your  efforts  as  to 
anything  that  I  may  have  done.  I  solicit  your  kindly  considera¬ 
tion  in  the  coming  year,  assuring  you  that  whatever  I  may  be 
able  to  do  to  further  the  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  gen¬ 
eral,  and  those  of  this  Grand  Chapter  in  particular,  will  be  cheer¬ 
fully  done. 
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The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  announced  the  follow¬ 
ing  appointments  for  the  present  Masonic  year,  begin¬ 
ning  this  day  : 

District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  County  of  Philadelphia  will  be  under  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  H.  Oscar  Kline. 

1.  Companion  John  McKain,  of  Pittsburg,  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Allegheny,  Washington  and  Greene,  except  Chapters 
Nos.  217  and  282,  of  Allegheny  County,  and  No.  249,  of 
Washington  County. 

2.  Companion  George  C.  Johnstone,  of  Allegheny  City,  for 
the  Counties  of  Beaver  and  Butler,  and  Chapter  No.  217, 
of  Allegheny  County. 

3.  Companion  William  Nagel,  of  McKeesport,  for  the 
Counties  of  Fayette,  Westmoreland  and  Somerset,  and  Chap¬ 
ters  No.  249,  of  Washington  County,  and  No.  282,  of  Alle¬ 
gheny  County. 

4.  Companion  John  B.  Sprenkel,  of  York,  for  the  Counties 
of  Lancaster,  Adams  and  York. 

5.  Companion  Fred  M.  Smith,  of  Chester,  for  the  County 
of  Delaware,  and  Chapter  No.  223,  of  Chester  County. 

6.  Companion  John  H.  Shopp,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the 
Counties  of  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Perry. 

7.  Companion  Joseph  C.  Egbert,  of  Wayne,  for  Chapters 
No.  190,  262  and  271,  of  Montgomery  County,  and  No.  198, 
of  Chester  County. 

8.  Companion  Albert  R.  Hoover,  of  Reading,  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Berks  and  Lebanon. 

9.  Companion  Peter  Iv.  Filbert,  of  Pottsville,  for  the  County 
of  Schuylkill. 

10.  Companion  Allen  S.  Heckman,  of  Catasauqua,  for  the 
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Counties  of  Lehigh  and  Carbon,  and  Chapter  No.  216,  of 
Northampton  County. 

11.  Companion  Henry  L.  Moore,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  for  the 
County  of  Luzerne,  and  Chapter  No.  172,  of  Wyoming 
County. 

12.  Companion  T.  Morris  Cuddy,  of  Towanda,  for  the 
Counties  of  Bradford,  Sullivan  and  Tioga. 

13.  Companion  Charles  E.  Cooper,  of  Oil  City,  for  the 
Counties  of  Warren,  Venango  and  Forest. 

14.  Companion  Joseph  J.  Lingle,  of  Emporium,  for  the 
Counties  of  Cameron  and  Elk,  and  Chapter  No.  279,  of  Mc¬ 
Kean  County. 

15.  Companion  George  W.  Vernes,  of  Williamsport,  for 
the  Counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton,  Clearfield  and  Centre. 

16.  Companion  William  F.  Shay,  of  Watsontown,  for  the 
County  of  Northumberland. 

17.  Companion  Martin  L.  Shaffner,  of  Huntingdon,  for 
the  Counties  of  Mifflin,  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Juniata,  Fulton, 
Cambria  and  Blair. 

18.  Companion  Peter  Barkey,  of  Erie,  for  the  Counties  of 
Erie  and  Crawford. 

19.  Companion  John  C.  Wallace,  of  New  Castle,  for  the 
Counties  of  Mercer  and  Lawrence. 

20.  Companion  John  W.  Farnsworth,  of  Danville,  for  the 
Counties  of  Montour  and  Columbia. 

21.  Companion  Cyrus  H.  Blood,  of  Brookville,  for  the 
Counties  of  Jefferson,  Clarion  and  Armstrong. 

22.  Companion  Ellis  H.  Doan,  of  Coatesville,  for  the 
County  of  Chester,  except  Chapter  No.  198,  at  Phoenixville, 
and  Chapter  No.  223,  at  Oxford. 

23.  Companion  Homer  E.  Spencer,  of  Susquehanna,  for  the 
County  of  Susquehanna. 
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24.  Companion  Burgoyne  Ray  ton,  of  Doylestown,  for 
Bucks  County,  and  Chapters  Nos.  220  and  245,  of  Montgom¬ 
ery  County. 

25.  Companion  William  S.  Semple,  of  Easton,  for  the 
Counties  of  Northampton  and  Monroe,  except  Chapter  No. 
216,  at  Bethlehem. 

26.  Companion  Reuben  A.  Zimmerman,  of  Scranton,  for 
the  Counties  of  Lackawanna  and  Wayne,  and  Chapter  No. 
205,  of  Wyoming  County. 

27.  Companion  William  C.  Walker,  of  Bradford,  for  the 
Counties  of  McKean  and  Potter,  except  Chapter  No.  279,  at 
Kane. 


Grand  Chaplains. 

Comp.  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Delo,  of  Clarion 
Comp.  Rev.  Thompson  P.  Ege,  of  Oaks. 

Comp.  Rev.  Charles  M.  Stock,  D.D.,  of  Hanover. 
Comp.  Rev.  William  B.  Chalfant,  of  Stroudsburg. 
Comp.  Rev.  Will  H.  Hiller,  of  Wilkes-Barre. 
Comp.  Rev.  Horace  F.  Fuller,  of  Philadelphia. 
Comp.  Rev.  Richard  H.  Wharton,  of  Milesburg. 
Comp.  Rev.  Robert  C.  Bowling,  of  Kittanning. 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Comp.  Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Comp.  William  E.  Barrett,  of  Chapter  No.  268. 

Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Comp.  Winfield  S.  Bell,  of  Chapter  No.  257. 
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Grand  Master  of  Third  Vail. 

Comp.  Samuel  Laughlin,  of  Chapter  No.  282. 

Grand  Master  of  Second  Vail. 

Comp.  John  C.  Taylor,  of  Chapter  No.  250. 

Grand  Master  of  First  Vail. 

Comp.  George  W.  Kuebler,  of  Chapter  No.  189. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Comp.  George  B.  Wells,  of  Chapter  No.  52. 

Senior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  Thomas  J.  Parmley,  of  Chapter  No.  171. 

Junior  Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Comp.  A.  Howard  Thomas,  of  Chapter  No.  256. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Comp.  Frank  M.  Highley,  of  Chapter  No.  183. 

Grand  Tyler. 

Comp.  William  B.  Joslvn,  of  Chapter  No.  175. 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

.  E.  Comp.  George  E.  Wagner,  p  g.  h.  p.. 

.  E.  Comp.  Hibbert  P.  John,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

M.  E.  Comp.  Tames  S.  Barber,  p.  g.  h.  p. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest. 


£  £ 
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Committee  on  Appeals.  - 

.  E.  C'omp.  Alexander  H.  Morgan,  p.  g.  h.  p., 

.  E.  Comp.  Michael  W.  Jacobs,  p.  g.  h.  p.. 
Comp.  George  J.  Benner, 

Comp.  George  W.  Hall, 

Comp.  Daniel  W.  Hutchin. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  p.  g.  h.  p.. 

Comp.  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Comp.  Charles  W.  Packer, 

Comp.  William  M.  Donaldson, 

Comp.  Jacob  W.  Jackson. 

Committee  on  By-Lazvs. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  p.  g.  h.  p.. 
Comp.  Stephen  H.  Appleton, 

Comp.  Adam  H.  Schmehl, 

Comp.  Joseph  M.  Wiatt, 

Comp.  Louis  M.  Wagner. 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  p.  g.  h.  p.. 
Comp.  Stockton  Bates, 

Comp.  Joshua  L.  Lyte, 

Comp.  James  H.  Codding, 

Comp.  Thomas  F.  Penman. 

Committee  on  Charity. 

Comp.  Conrad  B.  Day, 

Comp.  Samuel  Diemer, 

Comp.  William  J.  Diehl, 

Comp.  Edmund  S.  Doty, 

Comp.  Thomas  M.  Livingston. 
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Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 

Comp.  Harry  I.  Mclntire,  Jr., 

Comp.  Alexander  McCune, 

Comp.  James  W.  R.  Washington, 

Comp.  Jacob  Glaser, 

Comp.  William  E.  Foltz. 

The  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Companion  Stock- 
ton  Bates  as  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  which  appoint¬ 
ment  was  approved  by  Grand  Chapter. 

A  Missive  was  received  appointing  Companion 
Joshua  L.  Lyte  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Iowa  near  this  Grand  Chapter. 

On  motion,  Companion  Joshua  L.  Lyte  was  received 
and  acknowledged  as  such  Representative. 

M.  E.  Companions  Isaac  F.  Stidham,  Edward  Mills, 
William  H.  Grosscup  and  Samuel  G.  Rudderow,  in 
response  to  the  invitation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  addressed  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in  Peace  at  eight 
o’clock  and  forty-five  minutes,  p.m. 

Charles  Cary, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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PAST  GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS 

OF 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

of  Pennsylvania, 


1795, 
1796— 1797, 
1798 — 1802, 
1802 — 1805, 
1806 — 1813, 

1814, 

1815, 
1816 — 1817, 
1818 — 1821, 
1822 — 1823, 
1824 — 1825, 

1826, 

1827, 

1828, 
1829 — 1831, 
1832—1833, 

1834, 

1835, 

1836 — 1840, 
1841 — 1842, 
1843—1844, 
1845—1846, 

1847, 

1848, 

1849, 


William  BALL.f 
William  Moore  Smiths 
Jonathan  Bayard  Smiths 
Israel  Israel. t 
James  MiLNOR.t 
Richard  TYBOUT.t 
Samuel  F.  Bradford.! 
Walter  Kerr.! 

Bayse  Newcomb.! 

JOSIAH  RANDALL.t 

Michael  Nisbet.! 

John  Steele,  jR.t 
Tristram  B.  Freeman.! 
Joseph  S.  Riley,  t 
John  M.  Read.! 

Samuel  H.  Perkins. t 
Enos  S.  Gandy.! 

John  Y.  Black.! 

Joseph  R.  Cpiandler.!- 
Alexander  Diamond.! 
William  Whitney.! 
William  Barger.! 

John  McGrath.! 

John  J.  Krider.! 

James  Simpson.! 
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1850—1851, 
1852—1853, 
i854, 
-  1855—1856, 
1857, 
1858—1859, 

1860, 

1861, 
1862 — 1863, 
1864 — 1865, 
1866 — 1867, 
1868 — 1869, 
1870 — 1871, 
1872— 1873, 
1874— 1875, 

1876, 
1877— 1878, 
1879 — 1880, 
1881 — 1882, 
1883 — 1884, 
1885 — 1886, 
1887 — 1888, 
1889 — 1890, 
1891 — 1892, 
1893—1894, 
1895—1896, 
1897 — 1898, 

1899 - I9°°r 

1901 - 1902, 

1903, 

fDeceased. 


David  C.  Skerrett.1- 
Edward  P.  LESCURE.t 
Anthony  Bournonville.1- 
Harman  BAUGH.t 
John  C  Smith.1- 
Daniel  THOMPSON.t 
Benjamin  Parke.1- 
Harman  Yerkes.1- 
Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. t 
George  W.  WooD.t 
Samuel  C.  Perkins. t 
George  Griscom.1- 

MlCHAEL  NlSBET.t 

Charles  E.  Meyer. 

Andrew  Robeno,  Jr.1- 
George  E.  Wagner. 

Alfred  R.  PotterJ- 
William  C.  Hamilton. 
Hibbert  P.  John. 

Augustus  R.  Hall.1- 
George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 
Matthias  H.  Henderson. 
James  S.  Barber. 
Alexander  H.  Morgan. 
Edgar  A.  Tennis. 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett. 

Richard  M.  Johnson. 
Michael  W.  Jacobs. 

Edward  B.  Spencer. 

H.  Oscar  Kline. 
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SAMUEL  CLARKE  PERKINS 


Past  Grand  High  Priest. 


Past  Grand  Master, 

Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  F.  and  A.  M. 


BORN  NOVEMBER  14,  1828. 
DIED  JULY  14,  1903. 


“  He  gave  his  honors  to  the  world  again, 

His  blessed  part  to  heaven,  and  slept  in  peace.” 


11  n  flDemonam, 


CHARLES  M.  HOWELL 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  43. 

DIED  APRIL  10,  1903. 

> 

WILLIAM  D.  WEAVER 

Scribe  of  Chapter  No.  43. 

DIED  APRIL  24,  1903. 

ELAM  D  HURST 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  43. 

DIED  MAY  16,  1903. 

B.  FRANK  ESHLEMAN 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  43. 

DIED  DECEMBER  17,  1903. 

MARCUS  WEIL 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  52. 


DIED  JANUARY  31,  1903. 


Art  flDemoriam. 


WILLIAM  IM.  VIGUERS 

P.  H,  P.  Chapter  No.  52. 

DIED  OCTOBER  24,  1903. 

JAMES  C.  ADAMS 

P.  H  P.  Chapter  No.  91. 

DIED  JULY  I,  1903. 

PETER  S.  ERMOLD 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  152. 

DIED  JULY  9,  1903. 

HENRY  B.  MCKEAN 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  161. 

DIED  MARCH  23,  1903. 

JOHN  SUCKLING 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  166. 


DIED  SEPTEMBER  7,  1903. 


Iln  flDemoriam. 


MICHAEL  ARNOLD 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  183. 

DIED  APRIL  24,  1903. 

JOSEPH  S.  GEORGE 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  183. 

DIED  DECEMBER  2,  1903. 

GEORGE  S.  KINGSBURY 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  185. 

DIED  MARCH  30,  1903. 

JAMES  G.  LEFFINGWELL 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  187. 

DIED  JANUARY  28,  1903. 

ISAAC  W.  SMITH 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  190. 


DIED  MARCH  5,  1903. 


Iln  flDemonam. 


ANDREW  J.  MEREDITH 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  197. 

DIED  JULY  20,  1903. 

> 

JOHN  R.  CASWELL 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  198. 

DIED  JUNE  28,  1903. 

THOMAS  T.  SMITH 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  202. 

DIED  FEBRUARY  4,  1903. 

OLIVER  W.  MASON 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  205. 

DIED  JUNE  19,  1903. 

JOHN  MCCALLEN 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  217. 


DIED  MARCH  18,  1903. 


*• 
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Ifn  flDemodam. 


GUSTAV  F.  ROHDE 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  230. 

DIED  MAY  10,  1903. 

> 

GEORGE  W.  SHINGLE 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  232. 

DIED  FEBRUARY  20,  1903. 

EDWARD  J.  JAMES 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  232. 

DIED  NOVEMBER  II,  1903. 

DAVID  C.  SMITH 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  240. 

DIED  APRIL  28,  1903. 

JOHN  B.  RALSTON 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  247. 


DIED  SEPTEMBER  27,  1903. 


flit  flDemoriam. 


HENRY  J.  MCCARTHY 

P.  H,  P.  Chapter  No.  251. 

DIED  JULY  21,  1903. 

FRANCIS  W.  SPRAGUE 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  260. 

DIED  FEBRUARY  16,  1903. 

JOHN  G.  SPALDING 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  261. 

DIED  MARCH  24,  1903. 

HARRY  A.  SCOVILLE 

P.  H.  P.  Chapter  No.  263. 


DIED  FEBRUARY  20,  1903. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 


To  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest ,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  with  whom  we  are 
in  correspondence  have  been  assigned  to  the  following  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  Committee  by  whom  they  will  be  reviewed  as  they 
are  received : 


Alabama  . 

Arizona  . 

Arkansas  . 

California  . 

Canada  . 

Colorado  . 

Connecticut  . 

Delaware  . 

District  of  Columbia... 
England  . 

Florida  . 

General  Grand  Chapter 

Georgia  . 

Illinois  . 

Indian  Territory  . 

Indiana  . 

Iowa  . 

Ireland  . . 

Kansas  . 

Kentucky  . 

Louisiana  . 


1  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  P.  G-  H.  P. 


r  Stockton  Bates. 


8o 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[I903- 


Maine  . 

Maryland  . . 

Massachusetts  . 

Michigan  . 

Minnesota  . 

Mississippi  . 

Missouri  . 

Montana  . 

Nebraska  . 

Nevada  . 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey 
New  Mexico  ... 

New  York . 

North  Carolina  . 
North  Dakota  .. 
Nova  Scotia  .  . . 

Ohio  . 

Oregon  . 

Quebec  . 

Rhode  Island  .  . 
Scotland  . 


■  James  H.  Codding. 


1  Joshua  L.  Lyle. 


South  Carolina 
South  Dakota 
Tennessee  .... 

Texas  . 

Vermont  . 

Victoria  . 

Virginia  . 

Washington  ... 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin  .  . . . 


Thomas  F.  Penman. 


J 


Two  years  ago,  for  reasons  which  were  sufficient,  but  which 
need  not  be  related,  the  writer  deemed  it  best  to  resign  from 
this  Committee.  As  those  reasons  do  not  now  exist  he  returns  to 
the  scene  of  his  former  labors.  The  work  was  always  agree¬ 
able  and  congenial.  He  relinquished  it  with  regret  and  re- 
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sumes  it  with  pleasure.  The  Craft  have  not  suffered  by  his 
absence.  The  reports  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Michael  W.  Jacobs  have  measured  fully  up  to  the  highest  stan¬ 
dard  of  such  papers,  and  had  he  been  content  to  continue  them, 
all  would  have  benefited  by  his  Masonic  learning. 

The  writer  cannot  close  this  brief  introduction  without  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  kind  words  which  have  been  expressed  concern¬ 
ing  him,  not  only  by  his  colleagues  on  this  Committee  but  by 
correspondents  of  other  jurisdictions.  He  hopes  he  may  be 
able  to  justify  the  good  opinions  of  him  which  have  been  so 
freelv  and  so  kindly  uttered.  M.  H.  H. 

j  J 


ALABAMA. 

The  Seventy-sixth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Mont¬ 
gomery,  December  i  and  2,_i902.  M.  E.  Comp.  George  F. 
Moore,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided.  A  large  representation 
from  the  constituent  Chapters  was  present. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  made  the  following 
recommendation :  In  territorial  days  there  came  to  Alabama 
from  Connecticut  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  named  Ephraim  Kirby. 
He  was  a  judge  of  the  courts,  a  man  of  ability,  and  the  grand¬ 
father  of  the  noted  southern  General  E.  Kirby  Smith.  No 
stone  marks  the  grave  of  this  distinguished  Mason  who  was 
General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States.  •  Comp.  Moore  thought  the  Grand  Chapter 
might  do  a  graceful  thing  by  having  his  portrait  painted  and 
hung  in  the  Department  of  History  in  the  State  Capitol,  thus 
honoring  a  son  of  Connecticut  who  became  a  citizen  of  Ala¬ 
bama  and  ended  his  life  within  her  borders. 

In  the  volume  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Owen,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Department  of  Archives  and  History  of  Alabama, 
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from  whom  the  suggestion  to  honor  Comp.  Kirby  seems  to 
have  originally  come.  He  gives  a  sketch  of  Comp.  Kirby’s  life, 
in  which  he  states  that  after  an  honorable  service  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  in  which  he  participated  in  nineteen  battles  and 
received  thirteen  wounds,  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  the 
law  in  which  profession  he  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life, 
residing  at  Litchfield,  Conn.  He  makes  no  mention  of  his  ever 
removing  to  Alabama,  though  he  does  not  say  he  is  buried 
there. 

We  cannot  reconcile  the  statements  of  Comp.  Moore  and 
Mr.  Owen  as  to  the  citizenship  of  Comp.  Kirby. 

The  portion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  relating  to 
this  portrait  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  which  sub¬ 
mitted  a  lengthy  report  reviewing  Judge  Kirby’s  life  and  stat¬ 
ing  that  he  introduced  Royal  Arch  Masonry  into  Alabama. 
The  report  closed  with  the  following  resolution : 

“Be  it  Resolved,  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Ala¬ 
bama:  That  out  of  any  funds  of  said  (Grand)  Chapter  not  otherwise  ap¬ 
propriated,  there  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated,  the  sum  of  seventy-five 
dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  invested  in  painting 
and  framing  a  portrait  of  former  Companion  Ephraim  Kirby,  deceased,  . 
the  first  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  Alabama.” 

We  can  find  no  record  of  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Following  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  further:  He 
granted  four  dispensations  for  the  organization  of  new  Chap¬ 
ters,  and  two  to  reorganize  old  ones.  “For  good  cause  shown” 
he  granted  four  dispensations  to  as  many  Chapters  “to  re-  ■ 
ceive  and  ballot  out  of  statutory  time'’  upon  the  applications 
of  twenty  brethren  to  receive  the  degrees. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  : 
$1,137.35,  all  bills  presumed  to  be  paid. 

A  number  of  standing  and  some  special  committees  made 
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reports  on  domestic  matters  which  do  not  interest  us.  To  the 
following  however  we  desire  to  call  attention  as  the  procedure 
seems  to  us  unusual. 

The  High  Priest  of  Chapter  No.  49,  at  Chattanooga.  Tenn., 
addressed  the  Grand  Secretary  of  Alabama,  stating  that  Comp. 
G.  S.  D.  had  been  suspended  by  an  Alabama  Chapter  in  1873 
for  n.  p.  d. ;  that  he  was  willing  to  pay  the  amount  which  he 
owed  at  the  time  of  his  suspension;  that  on  account  of  his 
limited  resources  he  Was  unable  to  pay  more,  and  requested 
that  the  amount  which  had  accrued  since  his  suspension  be 
remitted.  The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  who  reported  adversely  thereon,  and  on  mo¬ 
tion  their  report  was  adopted. 

In  this  case  it  does  not  seem  to  the  writer  that  there  should 
have  been  anything  to  remit.  The  Companion  was  ready  to 
pay  the  amount  charged  against  him  at  the  time  of  his  sus¬ 
pension  and  it  would  seem  unjust  to  require  him  to  pay  dues 
after  that  date  when  he  was  debarred  from  all  the  privileges 
and  benefits  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

The  Committee  on  Work  was  instructed  that  in  the  future 
they  should  report  on  the  work  in  such  manner  as  would  in¬ 
struct  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  not  only  in  the 
ritualistic,  but  also  in  the  practical  and  mechanical  part  of  the 
work.  That  is  to  say  that  the  said  Committee  shall  actually 
confer  the  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master, 
and  Royal  Arch  degrees  in  the  presence  of  and  for  the  in¬ 
struction  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

We  commend  the  foregoing  and  believe  it  will  be  produc¬ 
ts  e  of  as  good  results  in  Alabama  as  it  has  in  Pennsylvania 
where  it  has  the  sanction  of  long  usage. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  furnished  by  Com¬ 
panion  William  Y.  Titcomb.  It  is  a  very  interesting  and  com¬ 
prehensive  review  of  the  proceedings  of  forty-eight  Grand 
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Chapters.  He  does  not  believe  in  the  use  of  cipher  rituals, 
and  is  a  persistent  and  consistent  advocate  of  dependent  mem¬ 
bership.  In  Pennsylvania,  cipher  rituals,  or  indeed  printed 
rituals  of  any  kind,  are  unknown,  and  we  do'  not  envy  the  offi¬ 
cer  who  should  be  detected  in  their  use.  He  would  for  the 
first  offence  be  reprimanded,  and  for  the  second : — well,  we 
would  tremble  at  his  fate. 

The  question  of  dependent  or  independent  membership  has 
never  been  discussed  in  our  Grand  Chapter.  The  attitude  of 
our  members  towards  their  blue  Lodges  is  one  of  filial  love 
and  reverence.  They  have  no  desire  to  spurn  her  extended 
welcome  arms  and  turn  to  newer,  later,  but  not  more  worthy 
loves.  Should  a  resolution  favoring  independent  membership 
make  its  appearance  in  our  Grand  Chapter  the  writer  will 
predict  for  it  short  shrift  and  a  speedy  burial.  Pennsylvania 
is  loyal  to  the  blue. 

That  distinguished  Masonic  scholar  Companion  Albert 
Pike,  than  whom  none  is  better  qualified  to  speak,  says  on  this 
subject:  “Whatever  else  we  may  be,  we  are  all  Master 
Masons,  and  we  owe  to  Masonry  of  the  blue  degrees  our  first 
and  paramount  allegiance.” 

Companion  Titcomb  believes  that  the  actual  presence  of  the 
warrant  is  necessary.  We  agree. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed  in  a  trifle  more  than 
five  pages.  In  regard  to  the  use  of  that  abominable,  unma- 
sonic  word,  “team,”  a  word  which  leaves  a  bad  flavor  in  the 
mouth  of  every  intelligent  Royal  Arch  Mason  who-  hears  it 
used  or  sees  it  in  print,  he  says  he  does  not  like  it  but  objects 
to  “three  candidates”  because  when  substitutes  are  used  it 
would  not  be  telling  the  truth.  We  have  as  high  a  regard  for 
the  truth  as  Comp.  Titcomb  can  have  and  see  no  necessity  for 
violating  it.  When  one  candidate  and  two  substitutes  are  used 
we  isay,  “one  candidate  was  exalted.”  When  two  candidates 


19°3-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


85 


and  one  substitute  we  say  “two  candidates  were  exalted.”  The 
truth  is  respected  and  it  does  not  require  an  explanation  to 
understand  that  substitutes  were  used  to  make  the  proper  num¬ 
ber.  The  substitutes  are  exalted  at  the  same  time,  but  they 
are  exalted  as  substitutes,  not  as  candidates,  and  when  we  say, 
“one  candidate  was  exalted”  or  “two  candidates  were  exalted” 
it  is  not  obligatory  to  say  that  some  one  else  was  exalted  with 
them,  for  as  we  said  above  that  is  well  understood. 

He  says,  “Personally  we  like  the  Pennsylvania  usage  as  to 
Passing  the  Chair — her  position,  we  think,  certainly  logical.” 

The  press-work  on  the  volume  does  not  indicate  very  care¬ 
ful  proof-reading. 

ARIZONA. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Phoenix, 
November  12,  1902.  M.  E.  Comp.  Frederick  Arnold  Sweet, 
Grand  High  Priest,  was  present  and  presided. 

In  his  address  he  stated  that  he  was  spared  the  pain  of  an¬ 
nouncing  the  death  of  any  of  the  present  or  past  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers.  He  was  not  called  upon  to  make  any  decisions  during 
the  year  which  he  thought  did  not  imply  carelessness  or  in¬ 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  constituent  Chapters, 
but  rather  that  they  were  so  conversant  with  and  obedient  to 
their  law  and  regulations  that  no  instruction  was  required. 

He  gave  the  following  exposition  of  the  duties  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  : 

“The  office  of  Grand  Representative  is  one  of  considerable  honor,  and 
I  recommend  that  the  Representatives  of  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  near 
this  Grand  Chapter  try  to  make  themselves  useful,  especially  as  follows : 
Let  each  Grand  Representative  correspond  with  the  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  jurisdiction  he  represents,  and  thereby  and  in  every  other  manner  pos¬ 
sible  familiarize  himself  with  the  conditions  and  customs  of  the  Royal 
Craft  in  that  jurisdiction.  Let  the  Secretaries  of  our  Chapters  carefully 
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examine  the  Sentinel’s  register  at  every  convocation,  personally  meet  and 
confer  with  every  visitor  from  outside  our  own  jurisdiction,  and  if  he 
learns  that  such  visitor  proposes  to  remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  Ari¬ 
zona,  so  notify  the  Grand  Representative  of  the  jurisdiction  from  which 
the  visitor  hails-  Let  it  then  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Representative  to 
extend  to  the  visitor  every  courtesy  and  favor  which  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
enjoins  or  suggests. 

The  above  words  are  excellent  and  aside  from  the  tact  that 
it  would  give  Representatives  something  to  do,  it  would  be 
better  for  the  general  good  of  our  fraternity  if  they  were  more 
heeded.  The  attention,  or  rather  inattention  shown  the 
stranger  within  our  gates  too  often  falls  short  not  only  of 
what  we  are  taught  is  due  to  each  other  as  Masons  but  of  the 
common  courtesy  which  is  due  from  man  to  man. 

He  expresses  satisfaction  with  the  action  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  of  Knights  Templar  in  regard  to  dependent  mem¬ 
bership  and  goes  on  to  say : 

“This  leads  me,  beloved  Companions,  to  most  earnestly  and  sincerely 
thank  you  and  commend  you  for  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  the  devo¬ 
tion  to  and  usefulness  of  many  of  you  in  other  branches  of  Freemasonry, 
you  have  never  permitted  your  home  Chapters  to  become  mere  pathways 
to  higher  degrees  in  the  Order,  but  have,  on  the  contrary,  taught  and  lived 
this  truth,  that  the  Chapter  degrees,  when  properly  exemplified,  contain 
more  Masonic  learning,  more  that  is  innocently  amusing,  more  possibilities 
for  dramatic  effect,  and  a  more  impressive  teaching  of  the  highest  morality 
and  loyal  fraternal  conduct,  than  any  other  group  of  degrees  under  the 
Masonic  name.” 

Well  expressed  and  in  general  we  endorse  it,  but  we  fail  to 
see  anything  “innocently  amusing,”  or  even  amusing,  in  the 
Chapter  degrees. 

The  address  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three 
who  reported  upon  it  favorably  and  among  other  things  heart¬ 
ily  commended  the  suggestions  made  as  to  the  duties  properly 
belonging  to  Grand  Representatives,  saying  that  heretofore  the 
office  has  been  ornamental  only,  and  it  has  been  a  matter  of 
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discussion  how  to  make  them  useful.  They  thought  that 
if  the  suggestions  made  in  the  address  are  carried  out  the 
problem  will  have  been  solved  and  to  Grand  High  Priest 
Sweet  the  thanks  of  all  those  who  have  wrestled  with  this  sub¬ 
ject  will  be  due. 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  Sliand  presented  the  following: 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  consider  it  to  be  one  of  the  principal  duties  de¬ 
volving  upon  the  Grand  High  Priest  that  he  shall  make  at  least  one  official 
visit  to  each  of  the  Chapters  subordinate  to  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of 
Arizona  during  his  term  of  office. 

“Resolved,  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  ($150)  dollars  be  apportioned 
this  year,  and  annually  hereafter,  as  an  expense  fund  for  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  to  be  used  in  defraying  the  actual  cost  of  his  travel  when  making 
such  visits  to  the  several  Chapters ;  and  also, 

“Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  the  extra  expense  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  while  visiting  with  each  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  shall  be 
chargeable  to  and  defrayed  by  the  Chapter  so  visited  officially.” 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  re¬ 
ported  : 

“We  recommend  that  the  resolutions  presented  to  this  Grand  Chapter 
appropriating  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually  to  defray  travelling 
expenses  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  while  visiting  subordinate  Chap¬ 
ters,  and  also  that  the  extra  expense  of  such  visits  be  chargeable  to  and 
defrayed  by  each  Chapter,  be  not  concurred  in. 

“We  believe  that  the  honor  of  being  elected  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  should  be  sufficient  honor,  without  any  other  fee  or 
reward.” 

On  motion  the  above  report  was  adopted  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arizona  will  have  to  be 
content  with  his  laurels  and  do  the  best  he  can  without  an  ap¬ 
propriation. 

Companion  Charles  D.  Belclen  was  elected  Grand  High 
Priest  and  delivered  an  address  which  was  chiefly  laudatory 
of  the  founders  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  High 
Priests  which  have  preceded  him. 
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The  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  was  “jewelled,”  the  pre¬ 
sentation  and  acceptance  being  marked  with  appropriate  ora¬ 
tory. 

The  constituency  of  the  Grand  Chapter  consists  of  seven 
Chapters  with  a  membership  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight, 
a  gain  of  twenty-seven. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 


ARKANSAS. 

The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  assembled  in  regular 
Annual  Convocation  at  Little  Rock,  November  20,  1902. 

Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  R.  M.  Carter  was  present  and 
presided.  Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present  and  the 
representatives  of  a  constitutional  number  of  constituent 
Chapters. 

Among  the  visitors  were  Companion  James  W.  Taylor,  M. 
E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  United  States,  and  Companion  William  H.  Mayo,  R.  E. 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri,  to  whom 
fraternal  receptions  were  given.  The  distinguished  Compan¬ 
ions  acknowledged  the  reception  in  words  so  feelingly  spoken, 
that  all  felt  the  glow  of  fraternal  good-will. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  stated  that  while 
he  was  not  an  advocate  of  granting  special  dispensations,  and 
believed  it  should  be  avoided  as  far  as  possible,  yet  for  satis¬ 
factory  reasons  in  each  case,  and  that  the  interests  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  might  be  best  subserved,  he  granted  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

Eight  to  receive  petitions,  ballot  and  confer  degrees;  pre¬ 
sumably  out  of  time. 

Six  to  elect  and  install  officers. 
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His  refusal  to  grant  one  dispensation  “was  commendable 
and  should  be  noted.  He  had  a  communication  from  Siloam 
Springs  Chapter  asking  for  a  dispensation  to  receive  peti¬ 
tions,  ballot  and  confer  degrees  on  ten  candidates  at  one  and 
the  same  meeting.  They  did  not  set  forth  any  reason  for 
asking  for  the  dispensation  except  that  they  “wanted  to  have 
a  big  day”  and  he  refused  their  request. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  which  will  be  held  at 
Little  Rock  in  October,  1903,  and  $250  was  appropriated 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  General  Grand. 

The  financial  condition  is  good,  showing  a  balance  of 
$1,735.42.  No  debts  reported. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  probably  on  account 
of  the  death  of  Companion  Reuben  J.  Laughlin  who  was  chair¬ 
man  of  that  Committee  for  a  number  of  years.  Companion 
John  B.  McCaleb  was  appointed  in  his  stead,  from  whom  we 
will  expect  something  next  year.. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The  Forty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  San 
Francisco,  April  21,  1903. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  Lewis  Cass  Wittenmyer  was 
present  and  presided.  His  portrait  on  steel  forms  the  frontis¬ 
piece  of  the. volume.  As  a  work  of  art  it  is  admirable,  show¬ 
ing  that  the  burin  was  in  a  master's  hand,  and  we  do  not  doubt 
that  it  is  a -good  likeness. 

His  address  which  is  brief  and  relates  to  domestic  matters 
may  be  thus  epitomized  : 

“My  official  duties  have  been  light  and  of  the  most  agreeable  character. 
Nothing  tending  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  heretofore  pre¬ 
vailing  in  this  jurisdiction  has  come  to  my  knowledge.”  *  *  *  * 
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“Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  jurisdiction  has  prospered  beyond  the 
most  ardent  expectations,  upwards  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  Companions 
having  been  added  to  the  roll  during  the  past  year.” 

He  visited  eleven  Chapters,  and  granted  two  dispensations 
for  the  establishment  of  new  ones. 

During  the  afternoon  the  Grand  Lecturer  assumed  the  chair 
and  a  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was  opened  and  the  de¬ 
gree  conferred  upon  a  brother  Mark  Master  Mason  who  vol¬ 
unteered  for  the  exemplification.  Having  had  some  exper¬ 
ience  in  such  matters  both  from  observation  and  practice,  we 
are  well  convinced  that  there  is  no  better  way  to  teach  the  true 
work. 

The  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  was  the  late  distinguished  Com¬ 
panion  Josiah  Hayden  Drummond.  The  Grand  Chapter,  to 
show  its  appreciation  of  his  personal  worth  and  his  eminent 
services  in  every  branch  of  Freemasonry,  unanimously 
adopted  the  following  “In  Memoriam,”  presented  by  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  William  A.  Davies  for  the  Committee  on 
Necrology : 

“The  Grand  Chapter  of  California,  desiring  to  place  upon  record  its 
appreciation  of  the  high  Masonic  character  of  the  late  Josiah  Hayden 
Drummond,  a  leader  among  leaders  in  the  organization  and  building  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  America,  at  its  forty-ninth  Annual  Convocation,  held 
in  San  Francisco,  April  21,  1903,  A.  I.  2433,  on  motion  of  its  Committee 
on  Necrology,  hereby  .  . 

“Resolves,  That  in  the  death  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Josiah  ITayden  Drum¬ 
mond,  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  every  rite  and  degree  lose  one  of 
the  most  prominent  members  of  the  great  Fraternity.  Of  great  and  un¬ 
questioned  ability,  and  having  devoted  a  long  and  active  life  to  its  service, 
he  has  passed  to  rest,  and  left  to  his  brethren  and  companions  the  result 
of  his  labors.  We  know  that  Brother  Drummond’s  interest  in  Masonry 
was  not  confined  to  State  or  National  lines,  and  feel  that  his  immediate 
family,  friends  and  neighbors  have  more  than  passing  pride  in  his  works 
and  personality.  Therefore,  while  mourning  the  loss  of  this  gifted  brother, 
in  behalf  of  the  whole  Fraternity,  we  would,  in  sympathy  with  the  Grand 
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Chapter  of  Maine,  drop  with  them  our  sprig  of  acacia  on  the  last  resting 
place  of  this  upright  son  of  the  ‘northeast  corner’  of  the  great  jurisdiction 
over  which  he  once  presided,  and  who  was  the  honored  representative  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  California  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

“Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  procure  the  portrait  of  the  late 
Most  Excellent  Companion  Josiah  H.  Drummond  for  publication  in  the 
journal  of  proceedings,  In  Memoriam,  and  that  he  transmit  a  copy  to  Mrs. 
Drummond  and  to  Grand  Secretary  Stephen  Berry,  at  Portland,  Maine/’ 

A  steel  plate  was  procured  from  which  Comp.  Drummond’s 
portrait  was  reproduced,  which  with  a  sketch  of  his  life,  and 
an  account  of  his  funeral,  forms  an  attractive  addition  to  the 

volume. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  William  A.  Davies  who  combines  the  du¬ 
ties  of  Grand  Secretary  and  Chairman  of  this  Committee.  He 
has  sensible  views  on  many  important  subjects.  He  depre¬ 
cates  the  granting*  of  dispensations  for  the  conferring  of  de¬ 
grees  out  of  time  when  the  avowed  purpose  of  such  haste  was 
to  permit  the  applicant  to  make  a  journey,  or  apply  for  the 
so-called  higher  degrees.  Regarding  the  control  of  its  own 
funds  by  a  Chapter  he  says : 

“We  have  always  believed  that  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was 
a  body  of  intelligent  gentlemen  capable  of  managing  the  business  interests 
of  the  association,  and  so  long  as  they  performed  their  duties  and  obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  Grand  Chapter  and  to  the  demands  of  charity,  they  had  the 
right  to  manage  their  financial  interests  and  concerns.” 

In  the  main  we  believe  the  above  to  be  true,  but  there  are  a 
few  exceptions.  We  do  not  think  a  Chapter  should  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  loan  its  funds  to  individuals  except  upon  bond  and 
first  mortgage  on  improved  real  estate,  or  expend  them  for 
entertainments  where  profanes  are  participants.  In  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  investments,  with  the  exception  noted  above,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  Chapter  should  be  as  good  judges  as  those  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  Local  investments  of  high  character  often 
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present  themselves  concerning  the  merits  of  which  the  Grand 
Chapter  can  necessarily  know  nothing.  In  the  assessment 
and  remission  of  dues  we  think  the  Chapter  should  be  permitted 
to  exercise  its  own  judgment. 

Pennsylvania  is  kindly  noticed  in  a  review  of  three  pages. 
We  must  set  our  Companion  right  on  one  subject.  Referring 
to  those  present  at  one  of  our  Communications  he  says : 
“Nineteen  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  were  in  attend¬ 
ance.”  We  have  no  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  consequently  we  have  no  Past  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests.  What  Comp.  Davies  mistook  for  such  officers  were 
our  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  officers  appointed  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest  who  represent  him  in  their  respective 
districts  and  have  certain  duties  to  perform  therein. 

CANADA. 

The  Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Temple  Building,  Toronto,  Wednesday,  January  28, 
1903. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  Gibson,  Grand  Z.,  on  the  throne. 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  represented  by 
their  qualified  officers,  the  Convocation  was  opened  in  ample 
form  at  11  o'clock. 

R.  E.  Comp.  William  Roaf,  from  the  Committee  on  Cre¬ 
dentials  of  Representatives,  reported  that  there  are  one  hun¬ 
dred  warranted  Chapters  and  three  under  dispensation  on  the 
roll  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  of  which  number  eighty-five  were 
represented.  A  most  creditable  representation. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  Z.  stated  that  forty-five  years  does 
not  seem  a  long  period  to  look  back  upon,  still  they  are  pain¬ 
fully  reminded  that  of  those  Companions  who  took  a  promi¬ 
nent  part  in  the  formation  of  their  Grand  Chapter  there  is 


I9°3-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


93 


but  one  left,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Kivas  Tully,-  whom  he  prayed 
God  to  preserve  for  many  years.  That  the  wisdom  of  estab¬ 
lishing-  a  Grand  Chapter  has  been  justified  by  the  honorable 
position  it  occupies  among  the  Grand  Chapters  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  continent,  with  every  one  of  whom  it  is  on  terms  of  the 
most  friendly  and  fraternal  relations.  It  has  kept  pace  with 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Dominion,  and  from  the  valley 
of  the  Ottawa  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  the  principles  of  the 
Royal  Craft  are  the  better  appreciated  as  years  roll  past. 

He  was  able,  with  one  exception,  to  visit  all  the  Chapters 
he  was  invited  to  attend.  Owing  to  the  death  of  his  wife  and 
his  absence  with  his  family  in  Europe  he  appreciated  the  kind¬ 
ness  of  his  Companions  in  not  being'  over-exacting  in  that  re¬ 
gard.  He  endeavored,  however,  to  visit  many  of  the  Chapters 
which  had  not  been  visited  by  a  Grand  First  Principal  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  and  others  requiring  special  attention. 

If  we  read  the  above  understanding^  we  infer  that  the 
Grand  Z.  of  Canada  only  makes  Grand  Visitations  where  he  is 
invited  to  do  so  and  if  we  are  correct  in  that  inference  we  do 
not  approve  of  the  plan. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
enjoins  upon  the  Grand  High  Priest  the  duty  of  visiting  the 
Chapters  within  his  jurisdiction  as  often  as  may  be  prac¬ 
ticable,  and  he  goes  wherever  and  whenever  it  suits  his  inclina¬ 
tion  or  when  he  thinks  the  best  interests  of  the  Chapter  require 
his  attention.  He  does  not  wait  for  any  invitation  or  ask  any¬ 
body’s  permission  to  go.  We  hope  the  Grand  Z.  of  Canada 
has  the  same  conception  of  his  powers  and  duties. 

The  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  eighteen  districts,  each  of 
which  is  under  the  charge  of  a  Grand  Superintendent  who  is 
expected  to  visit  the  Chapters  placed  under  his  care  and  attend 
to  their  wants.  The  detailed  reports  submitted  by  these  offi¬ 
cers  would  indicate  that  they  discharged  their  duties  with 
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much  energy  and  ability.  With  few  exceptions  all  the  Chap¬ 
ters  were  visited,  their  work  and  general  condition  inspected, 
and  suggestions  for  their  improvement  made  when  needed. 
Tables  are  appended  showing  the  number  of  regular  and  spe¬ 
cial  meetings  held  by  each  Chapter,  the  attendance  of  mem¬ 
bers  and  visitors,  the  amount  of  work  done,  and  the  present 
membership,  the  assets,  clues  outstanding,  insurance  carried, 
and  present  prospects.  A  review  of  these  reports  shows 
Capitular  Masonry  in  Canada  to  be  in  a  prosperous  and 
healthy  condition. 

The  financial  condition  is  first  class.  The  Committee  on 
Audit  and  Finance  after  submitting  a  detailed  statement  of 
receipts  and  disbursements  gives  the  following  summary : 


ASSETS. 

Industrial  School  Bonds . <  $17,000  00 

Toronto  General  Trusts . .  2,00000 

Balance,  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce.. .  4,130  87 


$23,130  87 

Against  this  are  charged  the  following  liabilities : 


Benevolence  .  $565  00 

Foreign  Correspondence  . .  10000 

Incidentals  .  200  00 

Balance  from  1901 .  31  50 


$896  50 

Showing  a  balance  on  the  proper  side  of  the  ledger  of  $22,- 
234.37.  The  Committee  recommended  that  the  salary  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  be  increased  four  hundred  dollars  and  that 
of  the  Grand  Treasurer  fifty  dollars,  and  that  the  latter  be  in¬ 
structed  to  invest  two  thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  now  in 
bank  in  interest  bearing  bonds.  The  recommendation  was 
adopted. 
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For  some  years  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  degree  has  been 
' 'communicated”  in  the  Canadian  Chapters.  A  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  to  consider  its  restoration  to  its 
original  form  made  a  report  covering  two  pages  and  a  half 
which  we  would  gladly  quote  in  full,  did  space  and  time  per¬ 
mit.  The  points  considered  by  the  committee  were : 

1.  The  lessons  intended  to  be  taught  by  the  degree,  and 
which  work,  the  old  or  the  new,  best  expressed  and  enforced 
them. 

2.  The  additional  mental  labor  which  the  old  work  imposes 
as  compared  with  the  new. 

3.  The  additional  time  required  to  confer  the  degree  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  old,  as  compared  with  the  time  required  by  the  new 
work. 

They  reported  that  energetic  and  faithful  work  will  bring 
completion  of  the  task,  rest  from  labor,  commendation  and  re¬ 
ward,  as  the  lesson  intended  to  be  taught  by  the  degree. 

As  to  the  additional  mental  labor  entailed  by  the  old  work 
as  compared  with  the  new,  the  committee  expressed  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  the  teachings  and  beauty  of  Masonic  degrees  should 
not  be  cut  down,  or  marred  on  the  mere  assumption  that  the 
presiding  officers  of  Chapters  or  any  considerable  portion  of 
them  will  be  men  of  very  limited  mental  powers,  and  with 
little  or  no  leisure.  That  the  omitted  portions  of  the  degree 
would  take  a  very  short  time  to  commit  to  memory,  and  that 
the  whole  degree  as  it  was  originally  was  neither  very  long 
nor  very  difficult.  The  committee  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
trifling  additional  mental  labor  imposed  on  the  officers  should 
not  prevent  the  restoration  of  the  degree  to  its  original  form. 

As  to  the  question  of  time,  the  committee  found  that  it  only 
took  from  twelve  to  fifteen  minutes  longer  to  confer  the  de¬ 
gree  in  full  than  it  did  to  communicate  it,  which  was  not  suffi¬ 
cient  warrant  for  leaving  it  in  its  present  unintelligible  state. 
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The  committee  unanimously  recommended  the  restoration 
of  the  old  work,  which  recommendation  was  adopted;  proper¬ 
ly  as  we  believe. 

We  are  pleased  to  again  meet  Companion  George  J.  Ben¬ 
nett  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  He 
reviews  forty-eight  Grand  Chapters,  making  liberal  extracts 
and  commenting  when  he  finds  something  to  say.  We  are  in 
general  agreement  with  his  opinions,  but  cannot  endorse  his 
advocacy  of  independent  membership.  We  have  upon  every 
occasion  requiring  it,  expressed  the  belief  that  a  Mason’s  first 
duty  is  to  his  Lodge  and  that  it  has  a  right  to  his  unwavering 
loyalty  and  support.  We  have  never  heard  any  sound  argu¬ 
ment  advanced  in  support  of  independent  membership  and  are 
glad  to  note  that  a  great  majority  of  our  ablest  reviewers  do 
not  countenance  it. 

He  gives  Pennsylvania  for  1901  a  fraternal  review  of  two 
pages,  giving  a  synopsis  of  Grand  High  Priest  Spencer’s  ad¬ 
dress.  Of  Comp.  Jacobs  he  says  :  : 

"Evidently  well  read  and  well  informed,  and  his  contribution  to  the 
report  (Correspondence)  interested  us  deeply.” 


COLORADO. 

The  first  objects  that  meet  our  view  as  we  open  this  volume 
are  two  portraits;  the  first,  Comp.  John  Humphreys,  Grand 
High  Priest;  the  second,  Comp.  Henry  Tracy  West,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  who  completed  his  fiftieth  year  as  a 
Mason  in  November,  1901.  Short  biographical  sketches  ac¬ 
company  each  portrait. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  was  held  at  Denver,  September  18,  1902.  Grand  High 
Priest  William  L.  Bush  was  present  and  presided.  Repre- 
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sentatives  from  thirty-two  of  the  thirty-four  Chapters  were 
present,  a  very  creditable  representation. 

In  opening  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  congratulated 
the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  prosperous  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  the  jurisdiction.  The  returns  show  a  healthy 
growth  in  their  membership,  peace  and  harmony  prevail 
within  their  borders,  and  their  relations  with  other  jurisdic¬ 
tions  are  of  the  most  friendly  and  cordial  nature.  He  showed 
commendable  discrimination  in  the  granting  of  dispensations 
for  he  declined  in  every  instance  to  grant  dispensations  to  re¬ 
ceive  petitions  for  the  degrees,  or  to  ballot  upon  petitions  at 
other  than  the  regular  time,  where  requests  for  such  dispen¬ 
sations  were  made.  The  reasons  given  in  these  requests  were 
in  nearly  every  case  to  hurry  candidates  through  the  degrees 
to  enable  them  to  make  a  journey,  or  make  application  for  so- 
called  higher  degrees.  Xot  being  satisfied  in  his  own  mind 
that  it  was  for  the  good  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  to  grant  such 
dispensations  under  such  circumstances  he  very  properly  de¬ 
clined  to  do  so.  He  granted  dispensations  to  hold  special 
elections  and  installations,  and  one  to  open  a  new  Chapter. 

He  made  but  few  decisions  and  all  with  one  exception  were 
covered  by  their  laws.  One  he  deemed  of  sufficient  import¬ 
ance  to  'submit  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  It  was  as  follows : 
“Suspension  in  Lodge  causes  suspension  in  Chapter,  and  re¬ 
instatement  in  Lodge  reinstates  in  the  Chapter.  The  suspensions 
or  reinstatements  take  effect  immediatelv  on  the  action  of  the 
Lodge.”  This  is  very  nearly  our  law  in  Pennsylvania.  If 
one  of  our- Royal  Arch  Masons  is  suspended  in  his  Lodge  for 
non-payment  of  dues  he  is  ipso  facto  suspended  in  his  Chapter 
and  when  reinstated  in  his  Lodge  is  ipso  facto  restored  to 
membership  in  his  Chapter.  When  however  the  suspension 
or  expulsion  in  the  Lodge  is  for  any  other  cause  than  non¬ 
payment  of  dues,  which  suspension  or  expulsion  can  only  be 
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removed  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  removal  of  such  suspen¬ 
sion  or  expulsion  restores  to  good  Masonic  standing  as  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  but  not  to  membership. 

They  have  a  by-law,  46b,  which  requires  a  petitioner  for 
the  degrees  to  have  been  a  Master  Mason  six  months  before 
his  petition  can  be  received  by  the  Chapter.  He  recommended 
that  this  be  repealed,  but  the  Grand  Chapter,  wisely  we  think, 
refused  to  adopt  his  recommendation  and  their  law  coincides 
with  our  custom. 

He  made  a  number  of  visitations  and  seems  to  have  dis¬ 
charged  his  duties  faithfully. 

We  notice  with  pleasure  that  the  Grand  Chapter  is  in  better 
financial  condition  than  when  we  reviewed  it  last.  Instead  of 
being  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  as  it  was  three  years  ago, 
it  now  has  a  comfortable  balance  in  the  treasury.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Finance  reported  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  amounting  to  $146.40,  and  in  those  of  the  Grand 
Treasurer  $2270.12,  a  total  of  $2416.52.  Appropriations 
amounting  to  $701.10  were  made  leaving  a  cash  balance  of 
$1715.42.  The  Grand  Secretary’s  salary  was  increased  to 
$700  per  annum. 

We  only  allude  to  the  case  of  a  Companion  who  had  been 
expelled  by  his  Lodge  which  carried  with  it  expulsion  from  his 
Chapter,  and  who  afterwards  had  been  restored  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  call  attention  to  the  use  of  “Blue  Lodge  Mason” 
and  “Chapter  Mason”  used  by  Comp.  Fred  A.  Williams  who 
brought  the  case  before  the  Grand  Chapter.  We  object  to 
these  terms  because  they  are  ambiguous.  I11  this  case  we  know 
that  the  Companion  must  have  been  a  Master  Mason  or  he 
could  not  have  been  a  member  of  the  Chapter,  and  as  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree  is  the  only  degree  conferred  in  a  Chapter 
it  is  presumable  that  when  a  Companion  certifies  another  to  be 
“a  Chapter  Mason”  that  he  knows  him  to  be  a  Royal  Arch 
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Mason.  But  in  Masonry  nothing  is  taken  on  presumption. 
There  are  other  degrees  conferred  by  authority  of  the  Chap¬ 
ter  warrant,  and  a  careless  Companion,  for  there  are  such,  sit¬ 
ting  with  another  in  a  Mark  Lodge  or  a  Most  Excellent  Lodge 
might  think  that  in  vouching  for  him  as  "a  Chapter  Mason” 
he  was  doing  all  that  was  needful.  We  would  not  accept  such 
an  avouchment  but  would  require  the  voucher  to  state  in  dis¬ 
tinct  terms  the  degree  which  he  knew  his  friend  had  attained. 
The  one  is  a  lawful  Masonic  avouchment,  the  other  is  unlaw¬ 
ful  and  should  be  disregarded. 

Companion  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster  presents  his  sixteenth 
Report  on  Correspondence  and  like  others  we  have  read  from 
his  pen  it  is  an  instructive  and  interesting  document.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed  in  three  pages  and  for  his 
kind  remarks  concerning  the  present  writer  he  will  please  ac¬ 
cept  our  appreciative  thanks.  As  he  has  observed  ere  this  we 
are  once  more  at  the  reviewer’s  table. 

Comp.  Foster  meets  our  views  on  a  great  many  questions. 

He  is  opposed  to  the  practice  of  conferring  the  degrees  on 
clergymen  for  nothing. 

He  is  opposed  to  legislation  against  liquor-dealers;  to  the 
use  of  the  word  “team;”  and  to  independent  membership. 

He  is  opposed  to  advancement  before  the  Mark  is  chosen; 
to  lowering  the  fees  for  the  purpose  of  securing  members;  and 
to  public  installations,  believing  that  Masons  should  only  ap¬ 
pear  in  public  when  attending  funerals  or  laying  corner¬ 
stones. 

He  advocates  the  use  of  substitutes  in  conferring  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree. 

In  all  the  above  we  are  in  full  accord  with  him. 
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Reviewing  Kentucky  he  says : 

“Under  California  he  (Staton)  gives  as  a  good  move,  with  which  we 
agree,  the  repeal  of  the  ironclad  rule  relative  to  payment  of  dues  before 
being  eligible  to  office,  or  the  right  to  vote  at  the  election  of  officers.” 

We  cannot  subscribe  to  the  above.  We  may  expatiate  upon 
the  beauties  of  Freemasonry,  upon  its  sublime  symbolism,  its 
embodiment  of  all  virtue,  how  it  incites  its  devotees  to  high 
ideals  and  ennobling  influences ;  very  pretty  talk,  but  there  is 
a  homely  phrase  which  reads,  “Fine  words  butter  no  parsnips,” 
and  after  we  have  soared  around  in  the  blue  empyrean  and  aired 
our  eloquence  we  must  come  down  to  earth  and  think  of  some¬ 
thing  else.  No  Lodge  or  Chapter  was  ever  established  or  main¬ 
tained  without  money,  hard  solid  cash,  and  that  organization 
which  does  not  pay  close  attention  to  its  finances  will  sooner 
or  later  meet  with  disaster.  In  the  state  a  citizen  must  pay 
his  taxes  to  support  the  government  under  whose  protection  he 
lives  and  failure  to  do  so  disfranchises  him  and  in  time  for¬ 
feits  his  property.  Masonic  finances  should  be  governed  by 
like  business  principles,  though  the  question  at  issue  may,  we 
think,  be  left  to  local  legislation  and  it  is  so  in  Pennsylvania. 
Personally  we  think  a  member  should  be  required  to  pay  his 
dues  in  full  before  being  eligible  to  office  himself  or  entitled 
to  vote  for  others.  To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  of  our 
position  on  this  subject  we  will  state  that  we  only  require 
those  to  pay  who  are  able  to  do  so.  If  a  Brother  or  Com¬ 
panion  can  satisfy  his  Lodge  or  Chapter  that  by  stress  of  pov¬ 
erty  or  misfortune  he  is  unable  to  pay,  his  dues  are  cheerfully 
remitted  and  he  is  put  on  the  same  footing  as  his  more  fort¬ 
unate  Companion,  but  the  Companion  who  can  pay  and  will 
not,  deserves  no  consideration  and  suffers  no  hardship  by  being 
disfranchised.  This  is  the  financial  aspect  of  Freemasonry 
which  is  as  much  deserving  of  attention  as  its  landmarks,  rit¬ 
ual  or  symbolism. 
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At  the  close  of  the  volume  among  other  statistics  is  a  table 
exhibiting  the  names  of  those  suspended  and  expelled  during 
the  year.  We  do  not  approve  of  such  a  publication  and  in 
our  report  of  1893  under  Canada  gave  reasons  for  our  disap¬ 
proval  which  we  have  had  no  reason  to  change.  See  Pro. 
G.  Chap,  of  Pa.,  1893,  p.  85. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
in  New  Haven,  May  12,  1903. 

M.  E.  Edgar  W.  Latham,  Grand  High  Priest,  whose  por¬ 
trait  confronts  us  as  we  open  the  volume,  presided. 

His  address  is  brief.  He  reports  eleven  visitations  and 
granted  dispensations  as  follows :  To  ballot  on  petitioners 
without  the  usual  delay,  three.  To  elect  officers  at  irregular 
times,  seven.  To  hold  regular  meetings  on  other  evenings 
than  those  required  by  the  by-laws,  three.  To  a  Chapter  to 
hold  a  social  in  an  opera  house,  one.  All  of  which  we  presume 
are  permitted  by  the  Constitution  of  his  Grand  Chapter.  He 
appointed  a  number  of  Representatives,  recommended  that  the 
constituent  Chapters  be  required  to  hold  their  annual  convo¬ 
cations  in  the  month  of  April,  which  would  save  the  Grand 
Secretary  a  great  deal  of  useless  labor,  and  closed  by  thank¬ 
ing  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  confidence  they  had  reposed  in 
him,  and  his  associate  Grand  Officers  for  courtesies  received 
from  them. 

The  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  King,  and  Grand 
Scribe  reported  visitations  to  such  Chapters  as  had  extended 
invitations  to  them  to  do  so. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  $2725.12,  all 
debts  paid. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  returns  had  been  re- 
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ceived  from  all  the  constituent  Chapters  showing  an  increase 
in  membership  of  145. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  all  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
be  presented  with  a  Royal  Arch  apron,  and  that  the  retiring 
Grand  High  Priest  shall  hereafter  be  presented  with  an  apron 
and  jewel. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  John  H.  Barlow,  whose  portrait 
is  presented,  submits  his  twenty-sixth  report  on  correspond¬ 
ence. 

He  believes  in  dependent  membership  and  that  the  actual 
presence  of  the  warrant  of  constitution  is  necessary.  He  favors 
the  use  of  substitutes  in  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and 
opposes  special  legislation  on  the  exclusion  of  liquor-dealers, 
believing  the  question  should  be  regulated  at  the  ballot-box. 
In  all  the  above  we  are  in  full  agreement. 

He  believes  that  a  brother  who  has  received  the  Mark  Mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  in  Scotland  should  be  recognized  as  such  and  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  remaining  degrees  in  a  Chapter  in  this 
country.  That  depends.  If  a  resident  of  Scotland  who  has 
received  the  Mark  Master  Mason’s  degree  comes  to  this  coun¬ 
try  with  the  intention  of  making  it  his  home,  he  is  entitled  to 
apply  to  a  Chapter  nearest  his  residence  for  the  remaining  de¬ 
grees  and  become  a  member  thereof.  If  he  is  a  resident  of 
the  United  States  and  goes  to  a  foreign  country  on  a  visit,  and 
receives  any  Masonic  degrees  there  without  permission  from 
the  American  Chapter  nearest  his  residence,  he  is  not  entitled 
to  any  Masonic  recognition  upon  his  return  to  this  country  and 
if  he  desires  to  be  a  Mason  here  he  must  renounce  all  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  foreign  body,  petition  here  in  the  regular  way 
for  exaltation  and  membership,  pay  the  fee  charged  by  the 
Chapter  to  which  he  applies,  and  if  approved  receive  the  de¬ 
grees  therein.  This  is  the  unwritten  law  in  Pennsylvania  and 
we  believe  it  correct. 
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Pennsylvania  for  1902  receives  his  attention  in  a  review  of 
four  pages.  He  commends  Grand  High  Priest  Spencer’s  re¬ 
marks  on  the  subject  of  Grand  Representatives,  and  states  that 
Grand  High  Priest-elect  Kline  was  required  to  receive  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  previous  to  his  installation.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  M.  E.  C’omp.  Kline  received  the  Order  years 
before  when  he  was  elected  High  Priest  of  Bedford  Chapter, 
No.  255,  and  when  elected  Grand  High  Priest  he  was  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  presence  only  of  Past  High  Priests  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood.  We  have  no  Council 
of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  in  Pennsylvania.  When  a 
Companion  is  elected  High  Priest  he  is  installed  by  the  Past 
High  Priests  of  his  Chapter  who  confer  the  Order  of  High 
Priesthood  upon  him.  Companion  Barlow  objects  to  this,  say¬ 
ing  that  it  would  be  too  often  conferred  in  such  a  slip-shod 
manner  that  it  would  be  a  mere  form.  In  an  experience  of 
some  years  the  writer  cannot  recall  any  instance  where  the 
attributes  of  the  Order  were  not  fully  imparted  in  a  solemn 
and  impressive  manner.  Would  not  Companion  B.’s  criti¬ 
cism  apply  to  any  of  the  degrees  when  entrusted  to  careless 
ritualists?  We  find  our  method  eminently  satisfactory.  It 
qualifies  the  High  Priest  to  discharge  his  duties,  and  saves  the 
cumbrous  machinery  of  a  separate  organization. 

He  endorses  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Jacobs’  introduction 
except  his  remarks  on  public  installations  and  the  Past  Mas¬ 
ter’s  degree.  In  the  first  he  can  see  no  harm  if  properly  con¬ 
ducted,  and  as  to  the  latter  he  thinks  that  for  the  sake  of  uni¬ 
formity,  if  for  no  other  reason,  it  should  remain  as  it  is. 

We  will  not  discuss  the  question  of  public  installation  with 
Comp.  Barlow.  We  are  each  so  satisfied  we  are  right  that  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  for  either  to  try  to  convince  the 
other  he  is  wrong.  We  gave  our  views  on  this  subject  at 
length  in  a  former  report.  See  Pro.  G.  C.  of  Pa.,  1899,  p.  81. 
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Concerning  the  Past  Master’s  degree  we  would  remind  him 
that  there  is  no  uniformity  now,  nor  will  there  be  until  the 
Chapters  discard  it,  and  the  Lodges,  to  whom  it  properly  be¬ 
longs,  assume  control  of  it. 

He  criticises  our  law  that  a  brother  can  apply  for  the  Capit¬ 
ular  degrees  to  any  Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction,  permission 
being  first  obtained  from  the  Chapter  nearest  his  residence, 
and  thinks  it  would  lead  to  dissension,  as  the  action  of  the 
Chapter  nearest  the  applicant’s  residence  would  be  simply  ad¬ 
visory  and  the  Chapter  to  which  he  applied  would  be  at  liberty 
to  ignore  it.  He  entirely  misapprehends  the  facts  inasmuch 
as  the  action  of  the  Chapter  nearest  the  applicant’s  residence 
instead  of  being  advisory  is  decisive.  If  it  withholds  its  con¬ 
sent  he  stands  rejected  in  that  Chapter  and  the  Chapter  to 
which  he  has  applied  cannot  proceed  further. 

He  regards  as  peculiar  our  regulation  requiring  secretaries 
to  send  the  names  of  all  petitioners  to  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
withholding  the  ballot  until  a  reply  has  been  received  stating 
that  there  is  nothing  on  record  against  them  in  his  office.  It 
is  a  safeguard  against  rejected  material  obtaining  admission 
to  our  Chapters  which  we  have  found  to  be  very  efficacious. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Wilming¬ 
ton,  January  21,  1903.  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Paul  Lukens,  Grand 
High  Priest,  whose  portrait  embellishes  the  pamphlet,  was  pres¬ 
ent  and  presided.  There  are  four  Chapters  in  the  State,  three 
of  which  are  in  Wilmington,  and  all  of  these  were  repre- 
sented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  a  brief  address  in  which  he 
stated  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  Delaware  had  made  sub¬ 
stantial  gains.  There  had  been  exalted,  sixty-two;  died,  ten; 
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resigned,  seven;  stricken  from  the  rolls,  ten;  leaving  a  total 
membership  of  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  a  gain  of  thirty- 
five. 

He  was  not  called  upon  for  any  decisions  during  the  year. 
This  he  thinks  should  be  evidence  that  everything  is  working 
harmoniously  and  that  the  officers  of  the  Chapters  are  keep¬ 
ing  themselves  well  informed  in  Capitular  Masonic  law. 

He  visited  officially  all  the  Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction  and 
found  them  prosperous  financially,  but  the  attendance  was  not 
always  as  large  as  he  thought  it  should  be. 

In  company  with  P.  G.  H.  P.  Harrison  he  visited  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  Jersey  May  14,  1902,  and  there  witnessed  the 
following  ceremony:  The  Grand  High  Priest  just  before 
closing  the  Grand  Chapter,  requested  all  those  that  represented 
Grand  Chapters  of  other  jurisdictions  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Jersey  to  withdraw  and  re-enter.  Upon  re-entering 
they  were  assembled  about  the  altar  and  welcomed  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest  and  received  the  grand  honors  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  It  was  an  act  of  courtesy  to  their  sister  jur¬ 
isdictions  and  an  honor  to  those  who  represented  the  different 
Grand  Chapters  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jersey. 

This  impressed  Comps.  Lukens  and  Harrison  so  favorably 
that  the  latter  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

" Resolved ,  That  hereafter  each  year  during  the  session  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  at  such  time  as  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  may  direct,  the  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  Grand  Chapters  of  sister  jurisdictions  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Delaware  be  received  in  ample  form  in  Grand  Chapter,  showing 
courtesy  to  and  honoring  our  sister  Grand  Chapters  and  those  represent¬ 
ing  them.” 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Mexico  was  recognized. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Secretary,  and 
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Committee  on  Finance  show  the  Grand  Chapter  to  be  on  a 
sound  financial  basis. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  written  by  P.  G.  H. 
P.  Virginius  V.  Harrison  who  reviews  forty-six  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters.  He  seems  to  be  circumscribed  as  to  space  but  contrives 
to  get  into  his  report  all  the  prominent  topics  that  come  under 
his  notice  and  makes  his  comments  thereon.  We  are  in  gen¬ 
eral  agreement  with  his  expressed  opinions.  Pennsylvania 
receives  fraternal  notice. 

Comp.  J.  Paul  Lukens  was  re-elected  and  a  Past  Grand  High 
Priest’s  jewel  was  presented  to  him. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

This  Grand  Chapter  held  its  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Convoca¬ 
tion  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  Washington,  February  n, 
1903,  at  seven  o’clock  P.  M.  M.  E.  Comp.  Harry  Standiford, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presided.  His  portrait  greets  us  as  we 
open  the  volume.  His  address  is  an  interesting  document. 
Under  the  head  of  “Decisions”  he  reports  that  on  February 
26,  1902,  he  received  a  communication  from  the  High  Priest 
of  one  of  the  constituent  Chapters  setting  forth  that  at  a  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  of  the  Chapter  a  ballot  was  taken  on  the  petition 
of  Brother  A.,  who  was  declared  rejected  for  the  degrees.  The 
Companion  who  recommended  the  petitioner  was  greatly  in¬ 
censed,  and  openly  declared  that  no  other  brother  should  be 
elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in  the  Chapter  until  Brother  A. 
should  be  elected.  Immediately  afterward  a  ballot  was  taken 
on  the  petition  of  Brother  B.  One  black  cube  appearing, 
another  ballot  was  taken  with  the  same  result,  and 
Brother  B.  was  declared  rejected.  The  Companion  re¬ 
ferred  to  voted  at  both  ballots  on  the  petition  of 
Brother  B.,  and  in  the  taking  of  one  of  them  was  so  agitated 
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that  in  his  first  attempt  to  deposit  his  'ballot  he  dropped 
a  black  cube  on  the  floor.  Later  in  the  evening  he  announced 
his  purpose  to  be  present  at  every  meeting  of  the  Chapter  and 
see  that  no  one  should  be  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  until 
the  petition  of  Brother  A.  could  again  be  presented. 

It  appearing  that  an  injustice  had  been  done  Brother  B., 
whose  rejection  was  due  to  the  malice  of  the  Companion  re¬ 
ferred  to,  he  was  requested  to  set  aside  the  ballot  and  order 

> 

that  another  ballot  be  taken  on  the  petition  of  Brother  B.  at  a 
future  meeting. 

He  replied  that  while  the  circumstances  attending  the  re¬ 
jection  of  Brother  B.  were  unfortunate,  he  could  not  grant 
the  request,  inasmuch  as  no  authority  to  set  aside  a  ballot  is 
conferred  on  the  Grand  High  Priest  by  the  Constitution.  As 
the  action  of  the  offending  Companion  showed  a  spirit  inimi¬ 
cal  to  the  teachings  of  Masonry,  he  advised  the  High  Priest 
that  the  Chapter  should  at  once  take  cognizance  of  his  con¬ 
duct  and  act  accordingly. 

What  cognizance  the  Chapter  took  is  not  stated,  though  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know. 

When  the  writer  was  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania 
in  1888  a  case  precisely  similar  in  its  details  was  brought  to 
his  attention.  An  applicant  for  the  degrees  in  one  of  our 
Chapters  had  been  rejected,  which  so  incensed  one  of  his 
friends  that  he  angrily  declared  ‘fit  would  be  a  long  time  be¬ 
fore  anyone  else  received  the  degrees  in  that  Chapter.”  When 
these  facts  came  to  the  writer’s  knowledge  he  directed  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  to  visit  the  Chapter,  and  if  he 
found  everything  to  be  as  represented,  to  instruct  the  High 
Priest  to  have  charges  preferred  against  the  Companion  for 
un-Masonic  conduct,  and  if  they  were  sustained  by  a  fair  trial, 
to  expel  him.  He  did  so,  and  finding  sufficient  ground  for 
the  charges  they  were  preferred.  When  the  offender  was  no- 
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tified  of  the  action  of  the  Chapter  he  offered  to  retract  every¬ 
thing  he  had  said  in  the  heat  of  passion  that  would  prove 
detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Chapter.  At  this  stage 
of  the  case  the  writer  informed  the  Chapter  that  by  reason  of 
his  retraction  he  would  permit  them  to  withdraw  the  charges, 
provided  the  Companion  would  tender  his  resignation,  which 
would  relieve  him  in  a  measure  from  the  punishment  due  to 
his  conduct.  He  accepted  the  alternative  and  agreed  to  re¬ 
sign.  The  charges  were  withdrawn,  his  resignation  was  tend¬ 
ered  and  accepted,  and  the  Chapter  was  prohibited  from  re¬ 
ceiving  a  petition  for  membership  from  him  at  any  time  in 
the  future. 

The  language  used  by  the  writer  in  his  address  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  upon  that  occasion  is  applicable  to  the  case  under  re¬ 
view.  He  said : 

“When  a  Companion  so  far  forgets  his  manhood  and  his  Masonic  obli¬ 
gations  as  to  stoop  to  wholesale  blackballing  for  no  better  motive  than 
revenge,  it  is  time  he  was  made  to  understand  that  he  cannot  vent  his 
spleen  in  any  such  unbridled  manner,  and  that  Freemasonry  has  a  method 
by  which  she  can  purge  herself  of  ail  such  disturbers  of  her  peace  and 
harmony.  It  does  not  require  a  vivid  imagination  to  picture  the  future 
of  a  Chapter  afflicted  with  such  an  incubus.  Its  members  would  dissuade 
applicants  rather  than  see  them  sacrificed.  If  they  attended  the  meetings 
it  would  be  with  the  feeling  that  a  cloud  was  hanging  over  them,  and  a 
weight  oppressing  them  which  they  were  powerless  to  rid  themselves  of, 
and  which  constantly  stood  in  the  way  of  their  Chapter’s  progress  and 
usefulness.  It  would  be  so  little  pleasure  to  meet  under  such  circumstances, 
that  it  would  not  be  strange  if  the  attendance  should  fall  off  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  wander  away  to  other  Chapters,  until  finally  the  remnant  that  is  left, 
disheartened  and  discouraged,  surrenders  the  warrant  and  puts  an  end  to 
what  had  become  a  miserable  existence.” 

M.  E.  Comp.  Standiford  reported  that  he  had  officially  vis¬ 
ited  each  of  the  eleven  constituent  Chapters,  that  he  found  har¬ 
mony  prevailing,  and  that  their  affairs  were  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  The  numerical  strength  of  the  Chapters  has  been  de- 
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cidedly  increased,  there  having  been  exalted  during  the  year 
234  Companions,  with  a  total  gain  in  membership  of  137.  The 
financial  condition  of  the  Chapters  as  shown  by  the  statement 
of  assets  was  a  surprise  to  many,  showing  total  assets  of  $58,- 
21 9. 3 7,  proving  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  District  has 
benefited  by  the  National  prosperity.  The  Companions  are 
alive  to  the  beauties  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  inspired  by  the  good  work  of  the  officers  is  holding  their 
interest  and  inciting  them  to  the  exercise  of  energy  and  earn¬ 
estness  in  its  affairs. 

A  warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be  known  as  Anacosta 
Chapter,  No.  12,  was  applied  for  and  granted. 

A  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  offered  the  following  as  a 
standing  resolution,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  Annual 
Convocation : 

“Resolved,  That  whenever  a  member  of  a  Chapter  within  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion  shall  be  suspended,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  such  Chap¬ 
ter,  if  the  suspended  member  is  also  a  member  of  a  Commandery,  to  give 
the  Commandery  prompt  notice  of  such  suspension  and  of  the  grounds 
thereof,  and  to  answer  any  inquiry  made  of  him  by  the  Recorder  of  a 
Commandery  as  to  the  standing  of  any  Companion  in  his  Chapter  who  is 
a  Knight  Templar.” 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution  would 
be  unwise.  How  is  the  Secretary  of  a  Chapter  to  know  that 
the  delinquent  is  a  member  of  a  Commandery  unless  he  is  one 
himself?  If  he  does  know  it,  must  he  hunt  around  to  find  the 
Commandery  to  which  he  belongs  ?  All  members  of  a  Chap¬ 
ter  are  not  members  of  a  Commandery,  and  should  the  Chap¬ 
ter  be  compelled  by  resolution  to  furnish  information  to  the 
Commandery  which  is  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter? 
All  members  of  a  Commandery  are  members  of  a  Chapter, 
and  if  a  Commandery  desires  to  investigate  the  standing  of 


IIO 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1903- 


any  of  its  members  the  records  of  Lodge  and  Chapter  are  open 
to  them  and  they  can  by  inquiry  learn  all  they  have  a  right  to 
know.  This  is  the  case  in  Pennsylvania  and  we  presume  it 
is  so  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Lastly  and  chiefly,  a  Chap¬ 
ter  has  no  Masonic  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  Com- 
mandery,  and  cannot  hold  official  communication  with  a  body 
which  it  does  not  know  Masonically  to  exist. 

The  various  Standing  Committees  made  their  reports  which 
contain  nothing  requiring  our  attention. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  proposed  increasing 
the  revenue  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  was  laid  over  until 
the  next  Grand  Communication. 

The  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  and 
installed  and  the  Grand  Chapter  closed  the  same  evening. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  written 
by  Comp.  A.  W.  Johnston.  It  is  a  well  prepared  document 
dealing  intelligently  with  questions  of  law  and  practice  with  a 
few  dashes  of  humor  judiciously  introduced;  just  enough,  not 
too  much.  In  his  introduction  he  says  he  has  tried  to  skim 
off  the  cream  of  the  reports  submitted  to  him,  and  further  says 
that  a  reading  of  the  various  reports  is  a  literary  treat  to  any 
one  interested  in  the  history  and  landmarks  of  our  Craft,  in 
which  he  wishes  the  entire  membership  could  participate,  for 
therein  are  found  the  gems  of  ripe  knowledge,  deep  research, 
good  every-day  common  sense,  and  scintillating  wit,  of  which 
he  is  able  in  his  limited  space  to  give  but  occasional  samples. 

He  advocates  dependent  membership,  in  which  opinion  he 
finds  a  responsive  chord  in  Pennsylvania. 

He  thinks  the  question  of  excluding  liquor  dealers  should 
be  left  to  the  ballot  and  not  legislated  upon,  as  it  is  not  easy  to 
distinguish  who  are  dealers  in  liquor,  and  says  almost  every 
hotelkeeper  and  wholesale  grocer  reaps  a  profit  from  the  sale 
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of  liquor,  and  wants  to  know  who  would  keep  them  out  for  that 
reason. 

That  the  exclusion  of  applicants  engaged  in  the  liquor  busi¬ 
ness,  or  those  in  any  other  business  for  that  matter,  because 
they  are  engaged  in  that  business,  should  be  decided  at  the 
ballot-hox  and  is  not  a  proper  subject  for  legislation,  agrees 
with  the  views  we  have  often  expressed  in  former  reports  and 
we  believe  them  now  as  firmly  as  we  did  then. 

He  disapproves  of  life-membership,  saying  that  it  becomes 
a  great  burden  to  an  old  Chapter  in  time,  and  that  it  is  very 
rare  that  life-membership  fees  come  in  such  a  shape  that  they 
can  be  invested  so  as  to  produce  an  annual  income  equal  to 
the  Companion’s  dues,  as  life-membership  is  usually  awarded 
after  so  many  years  of  continuous  membership.  He  thinks 
if  a  Companion  would  pay  into  his  Chapter  a  sum  which  in¬ 
vested  would  produce  an  amount  equal  to  his  annual  dues, 
there  would  be  no  harm  done,  but  for  a  Chapter  to>  carry  a 
large  number  of  life  members  whose  annual  dues  were  ex¬ 
pended  by  the  Chapter  for  its  support  during  their  paying 
membership  is  a  burden  with  no  compensating  return. 

Our  own  opinion  is  that  when  a  Companion  has  regularly 
paid  dues  for  say  twenty-five  years,  he  has  earned  relief,  and 
that  it  is  a  graceful  compliment  to  reward  his  faithfulness  by 
exempting  him  from  further  payments  except  Grand  Chapter 
dues.  It  is  a  poor  Chapter  which  has  not  enough  new  mem¬ 
bers  coming  in  each  year  whose  fees  and  dues,  with  possibly 
an  income  from  an  invested  fund,  will  not  support  it. 

Commenting  on  the  granting  of  a  dispensation  to  wear  Royal 
Arch  clothing  and  regalia  at  divine  service  and  at  a  banquet 
he  says,  “What  is  the  use  of  having  pretty  things  if  we  can't 
show  them?”  by  which  we  infer  that  he  approves  of  such  dis¬ 
pensations.  If  he  does  we  must  disagree  with  him.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Chapters  never  appear  as  such  in  public.  There  is  no 
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prohibition  of  it  in  our  Constitution  because  it  never  has  been 
done  and  it  is  not  within  the  range  of  possibilities  that  any 
Chapter  would  want  to  do  it.  If  any  Chapter  should  ask  per¬ 
mission  to  do  so  it  would  not  be  granted.  Upon  proper  occa¬ 
sions  our  Lodges  emerge  from  the  seclusion  of  their  aoart- 
ments,  clothed  as  Masons,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  Ma¬ 
sonic  ceremonies.  As  to  what  are  suitable  occasions  for  such 

displays  the  writer  will  quote  his  own  words  from  a  former 
report : 

“Do  they  (the  Lodges)  go  to  church  to  worship  God,  or  to  exhibit  their 
embroideries  and  glittering  jewels?  and  is  it  necessary  that  they  should 
#  wear  the  latter  to  be  known  as  Masons?  There  is  too  much  desire  to 
wear  Masonic  clothing  at  improper  times  and  in  unsuitable  places.  We 
only  wear  it  in  public  upon  Masonic  occasions,  such  as  when  laying  a 
corner-stone  or  dedicating  a  Masonic  building.  We  do  not  wear  it  to 
church  or  to  funerals,  to  picnics  or  to  Fourth  of  July  celebrations.” 

In  reviewing  Pennsylvania  for  1901,  and  enumerating 
Grand  High  Priest  Spencer’s  official  acts  he  says :  “He  issued 
three  edicts  declaring  the  action  of  Chapters  null  and  void 
which  had  balloted  for  and  conferred  the  degrees  upon  can¬ 
didates  without  having  received  a  favorable  reply  from  the 
Grand  Secretary,  whatever  that  may  mean.” 

For  his  information  we  will  state  that  our  Grand  Secretary 
keeps  a  list  of  all  rejections,  suspensions,  and  expulsions;  by 
what  Chapter  inflicted  and  when  done.  Our  Chapters  are  re¬ 
quired  to  furnish  such  information  promptly.  When  any  of 
them  receive  a  petition  for  exaltation  and  membership,  or 
membership,  it  is  required  to  send  the  name,  age,  occupation, 
residence,  and  blue  Lodge  number  of  the  applicant  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  and  is  not  permitted  to  ballot  on  the  petition 
until  he  replies  that  there  is  nothing  on  record  in  his  office 
against  him.  If  a  Chapter  neglects  to  do  this  and  ballots  for 
and  exalts  the  candidate,  the  proceeding  is  annulled,  the  candi- 
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date  is  excluded,  and  the  Chapter  if  they  want  to  proceed  is  re¬ 
quired  to  begin  again.  We  admit  it  is  hard  on  the  candidate, 
who  is  not  to  blame,  but  he  has  to  suffer  with  the  guilty. 

He  quotes  quite  largely  from  all  the  members  of  our  Cor¬ 
respondence  Committee  but  makes  no  comments. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida 
inform  us  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  assembled  in  its  Fifty-seventh  Annual 
Convocation  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Jacksonville,  on 
Tuesday,  May  12,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433. 

Comp.  Louis  C.  Massey  represents  Pennsylvania  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Florida. 

A  new  Chapter  was  constituted  at  St.  Augustine,  known  as 
St.  Augustine  Chapter,  U.  D. 

In  view  of  the  recent  action  of  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  regard  to  adopting  and  recording  marks  the  following 
may  be  of  interest  to  Capitular  Masons  in  Pennsylvania. 

Reporting  his  visitations  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 
says : 

“On  January  16  I  visited  Nassau  Chapter,  No.  23,  at  Fernandina.  The 
Chapter  was  opened  promptly  on  time,  officers  all  present  to  take  their 
stations.  When  I  inquired  if  the  constitutional  requirement  of  recording 
Marks  was  complied  with,  I  was  informed  that  every  Companion  had  re¬ 
corded  his  Mark,  and  when  the  book  was  presented  to  me  for  inspection 
I  was  much  surprised.  Not  only  were  the  Marks  recorded  but  all  were 
beautifully  engrossed  in  their  appropriate  places  on  each  page.” 

We  of  Pennsylvania  are  gratified  to  read  the  following  rc 
cipher  books : 

“The  general  use  of  the  ‘cipher  book’  in  many  Chapters  is  a  growing 
evil,  and  so  long  as  they  are  tolerated,  so  long  will  there  be  too  many 
officials  who  will  make  no  effort  to  commit  the  work  to  memory. 
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“In  the  interest  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  I  would  suggest  a  regulation 
‘Forbidding  the  use  of  cipher  books  in  open  Chapter.’  ” 

And  to  make  the  matter  more  complete  he  might  have 
added  “or  anywhere  else.” 

We  quote  the  following  with  the  heartiest  approval: 

“I  regret  that  there  is  a  tendency  in  some  Chapters  to  take  too  much 
liberty  with  the  candidates  while  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 
There  is  no  place  in  Masonry  for  any  levity  or  buffoonery.  It  mars  the 
solemnity  and  destroys  the  effect  of  the  beautiful  symbolism  of  our  tradi¬ 
tions,  and  must  produce  anything  but  a  favorable  effect  on  an  intelligent 
candidate.”  ,  _1=J 

The  receipts  were  an  even  thousand  dollars,  to  which  was 
added  interest  on  balances  $20.30,  leaving  the  balance  on  hand 
$1,549.68.  And  while  we  are  on  the  subject  of  finances  the 
following  regulation  proposed  by  Companion  Massey  and  sub¬ 
sequently  adopted  is  one  that  should  prevail  everywhere.  It 
is  a  wise  orovision  and  should  be  universally  adopted : 

“When  the  funds  of  a  subordinate  Chapter  are  deposited  by  the  Trea¬ 
surer  in  a  bank,  the  account  must  always  stand  in  the  name  of  - 

Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  - -,  - - Treasurer,  and  not  in  the  name 

of  the  Treasurer,  either  officially  or  individually.” 

'From  the  table  of  statistics  we  glean  that  there  are  21 
Chapters  in  Florida  with  a  membership  roll  of  923. 

Henry  Oscar  Kline,  of  Pittsburgh,  is  Florida’s  Representa¬ 
tive  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  G.  Hutchinson,  M.  E.  Grand  Hig*h  Priest. 

Wilber  P.  Webster,  M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


GEORGIA. 

The  Proceedings  inform  us  that  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  for  the  State  of  Georgia  met  in 
the  Eighty-first  Annual  Convocation,  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
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in  the  City  of  Macon,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.y  Wednesday,  April 
29,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433,  and  was  opened  in  Ample  Form , 
and  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Hyman,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Robert  L.  Colding,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  volume  of 
proceedings  read  his  annual  address.  From  it  we  glean  the 
following  passage  under  Necrology  as  expressive  of  all  human 
sorrows,  hopes  and  longings  : 

“A  feeling  of  sorrow  comes  over  us  as  we  realize  that  there  is  no  com* 
munication  with  that  unknown  shore  to  which  we,  like  those  who  have 
gone  before,  are  all  hastening.  Yet  we  know  the  land  of  promise  is  there 
and  the  dear  departed  ones  have  preceded  us  but  a  short  while,  and  when 
we  too  shall  launch  our  frail  crafts  and  start  on  our  last  long  journey,  the 
loved  ones  left  behind  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  follow  us.  It  is  one 
of  the  sweetest  thoughts  that  any  of  us  can  have,  that  in  the  light  of  faith 
some  day  we  all  hope  to  see  and  know  again  ‘Those  loved  long  since  and 
lost  awhile.'  ” 

A  number  of  new  Chapters  were  constituted  and  one  Chap¬ 
ter  had  its  Charter  restored  under  a  new  number. 

The  following  re  Masonic  Home  attracts  our  attention  and 
we  quote  the  passage  entire : 

“How  beautiful  is  thy  name,  O  Charity !  What  rhythmic  music  is  there 
in  speaking  of  thee;  what  higher  sentiments,  unselfish  purposes;  what 
purer  thoughts  can  animate  the  human  heart  than  those  preferring  another’s 
good.  Verily,  O  Charity,  thou  art  like  a  shining  star  in  the  firmament, 
placed  there  by  the  omnipotent  Jehovah  to  lead  us  heavenward.  If  every 
silver  tongued  orator  in  the  universe  should  select  you  as  his  theme,  and 
all  the  countless  choirs  of  the  angels  should  sing  your  praises,  they  could 
not  do  thee  full  justice,  for  thou  art  akin  to  the  Almighty.  Thou  hast  for 
thy  mission  the  care  of  the  destitute  and  distressed,  the  infirm  and  helpless 
are  thy  children,  and  well  dost  thou  care  for  these  helpless  ones. 

“The  Maker,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  has  sent  into  our  midst  sorrow, 
suffering,  hunger  and  cold.  We  cannot  fathom  His  divine  purposes  in 
thus  afflicting  some  of  His  children,  created  in  His  own  image,  but  we  find 
them  here  and  they  are  our  charges,  and  the  stern  duty  rests  upon  us  to 
see  that  our  aged  and  infirm  brothers,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
dear  brothers  who  have  been  summoned  through  the  pearly  gates  into  the 
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presence  of  the  great  ‘I  Am,  are  not  left  here  to  suffer  and  solicit  alms 
from  those  upon  whom  they  have  only  humanity’s  claim. 

“Realizing  the  importance  of  caring  for  our  unfortunate  brothers  and 
companions  and  their  widows  and  orphans,  the  Masons  of  Georgia  have 
now  formulated  a  definite  and  tangible  plan  for  the  erection  of  a  Masonic 
Home  in  the  city  of  Macon.  The  Committee  of  Conference,  appointed  at 
the  last  session  of  this  Grand  Body  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  will  make  their  report  at  this  Grand  Convocation,  and  I  will  not 
invade  the  province  of  that  Committee,  but  will  leave  the  details  of  the 
plan  to  be  unfolded  to  you  by  those  whom  you  have  delegated  to  serve  you 
in  that  capacity. 

“I  must,  however,  express  my  sincere  gratification  in  being  able  to 
inform  you  that  the  Home  is  soon  to  be  a  reality,  and  we  will  then  be  able 
to  convince  those  who  are  prone  to  speak  lightly  of  our  institution,  that 
with  us  Charity  is  not  in  our  Ritual  as  a  meaningless  symbol,  a  pretty 
thought,  a  touching  sentiment  to  lecture  upon,  but  it  has  with  us  its  deep 
and  practical  abiding  place.  Ere  long  we  will  convince  the  world  that  to 
us  want  will  never  appeal  in  vain,  nor  will  suffering  be  allowed  to  cry  in 
an  unknown  tongue. 

“The  Masonic  Home  is  now  assured.  It  will  shortly  be  erected  and 
put  into  successful  operation,  and  the  Masons  of  Georgia,  bearing  in  mind 
the  obligation  we  have  all  assumed,  will  maintain  this  Home  just  so  long 
as  want  needs  a  haven  and  humanity  a  friend,  and  the  unfortunate  and 
destitute,  whom  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to  aid  and  assist  by  solemn 
and  binding  obligations,  are  in  need  of  our  aid.” 

Past  Grand  High  Priest’s  jewels  were  presented  to  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  Henry  Banks  and  Robert  L.  Col  ding  in 
well  rounded  addresses  by  Companions  W.  A.  Davis  and 
Thomas  H.  Jeffries,  which  addresses  were  published  with  the 
Proceedings  together  with  the  replies  thereto. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  comes  from  the  pen 
of  Comp.  A.  M.  Lambdin  and  has  its  usual  quality  indicating 
ability  and  interest. 

Under  Arkansas  we  quote : 

“This  Grand  Chapter  was  pleased  to  have  read  a  communication  from 
their  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  East  of  Canada,  in  which  he 
states  his  regrets  at  being  unable  to  be  with  them  at  this  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation,  that  distance  and  business  pressure  prevents,  but  gives  them  an 
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account  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  Canada,  and  his  pleasure  derived  from  read¬ 
ing  their  annual  proceedings  and  the  reviews  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Most 
Excellent  Companion  Laughlm  in  Correspondence,  and  closes  that  the 
cordial  relations  may  prevail  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  between  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

“This  not  only  reads  well,  but  shows  that  Grand  Representatives  can 
feel  the  importance  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  them,  and  their  desire  to 
make  the  honor  a  benefit  to  the  body  appointing  them  by  a  willingness  to 
do  their  duty  and  look  after  their  trust. 

“We  hope  that  this  will  be  followed  by  other  Grand  Representatives 
and  thus  add  to  the  pleasure  and  knowledge  of  the  Craft.” 

In  his  review  of  Pennsylvania  he  says : 

“Most  Excellent  Edward  B.  Spencer,  Grand  High  Priest,  gave  the 
Companions  a  well-prepared  address  and  proved  that  he  had  done  well 
in  looking  after  the  .affairs  of  his  office  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

And  later  adds  that 

“with  no  uncertain  tone,  he  (Past  Grand  H.  P.  Edward  B.  Spencer)  takes 
up  the  subject  of  ‘Adopting  and  Recording  Marks/  and  the  Grand  Juris¬ 
diction  will  have  no  further  trouble  with  this  important  matter  where  his 
views  are  enforced — thus  making  it  obligatory  upon  all  candidates  for 
exaltation  to  the  ‘August  and  Sublime  Degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch’  to 
have  the  Mark  adopted  and  recorded.” 

» 

We  reciprocate  Comp.  Lambdins  kind  words : 

“In  passing,  would  say  to  Companion  Bates,  I  will  take  pleasure  in  read¬ 
ing  and  reviewing  your  Proceedings  whenever  they  are  received  by  me.” 

And  add  that  we  always  take  pleasure  in  reading  Comp. 
Lambdin’s  report  on  foreign  correspondence  and  regret  that 
unusual  pressure  of  business  at  this  time  prevents  a  more 
thorough  gleaning  of  the  admirable  one  now  before  us. 

We  close  our  review  of  Georgia  with  Comp.  Lambdin’s 
comprehensive  conclusion : 

“At  last,  the  work  is  done,  and  this  Review  will  now  take  its  place  with 
those  that  have  gone  before  it.  Much  pleasure  has  been  derived  in  read- 
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ing  the  Proceedings,  and  we  hope  that  the  readers  of  our  Review  will  de¬ 
rive  as  much  from  its  perusal  as  we  did  in  the  selections  made. 

“Peace  is  universal  with  the  Royal  Craft,  and  generally  each  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  shows  an  increase.  Uniformity  of  the  work  with  that  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  is  being  attained,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Companions 
upon  the  law  is  more  and  more,  nearing  perfection.  The  Masonic  Homes 
are  being  made  more  efficient  for  their  requirements,  and  prosperity  of  the 
Craft  is  being  used  for  the  amelioration  of  all  suffering  and  want. 

“The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  is  becoming  more  greatly  appreciated, 
and  Companions  are  manifesting  their  appreciation  of  making  this  Order 
uniform  in  all  the  Jurisdictions. 

“But,  Companions,  there  is  a  great  and  noble  work  for  the  Royal  Craft 
to  do  to  properly  and  thoroughly  teach  and  train  the  mind  of  the  Craft 
in  right  thought  and  the  rights  of  others  by  precept  and  example,  and  thus 
the  world  will  grow  better  and  purer.” 

In  closing,  we  also  wish  to  congratulate  Comp.  Lambdin 
upon  his  election  to  the  exalted  position  of  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  of  so  great  a  jurisdiction  as  that  of  Georgia. 

A.  M.  Lambdin,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

W.  A.  Wolihin,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Proceedings  inform  us  that  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  convened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  City  of  Chicago, 
on  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433, 
at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

Comp.  A.  A.  Whipple,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  delivered 
the  annual  address.  From  it  we  quote  his  two  decisions  for 
their  novelty  to  Pennsylvania  Royal  Arch  Masons : 

“I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  only  two  questions 
have  been  brought  to  my  notice  that  required  an  official  decision.  It  is 
true  I  have  had  a  voluminous  correspondence  respecting  points  of  law, 
but  in  all  cases  they  were  fully  covered  by  the  constitution,  and  I  have 
replied  by  referring  the  inquirer  thereto. 

“1st.  I  am  *askcd :  ‘If  several  teams  are  to  be  worked  in  the  Royal 
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Arch  degree  at  any  given  meeting,  is  it  permissible  to  work  all  of  them  but 
one  team  up  to  the  veils  only,  or  in  any  other  manner  in  short  form?’ 

“I  reply:  Each  team  must  receive  the  entire  work  as  in  the  ritual. 

“2d.  I  received  the  following  query :  ‘A  committee  revising  our  By- 
Laws  and  publishing  therewith  decisions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  ex¬ 
tracts  from  .the  By-Laws  thereof,  requests  me  to  write  you  and  inquire  the 
true  status  of,  and  difference  in,  the  standing  of  one  under  definite  sus¬ 
pension  and  one  under  indefinite  suspension;  particularly  does  indefinite 
suspension  of  a  member  deprive  him  of  all  the  rights  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  or  only  his  membership  in  the  Chapter  suspending  him?’ 

“In  reply  I  stated  that :  The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  being  silent  on  this  point,  my  answer,  based  on  Grand  Lodge  law, 
is  as  follows :  Indefinite  suspension,  whether  for  non-payment  of  dues,  or 
for  any  other  offense,  subjects  an  offender  during  such  suspension  to  an 
absolute  deprivation  of  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  benefits  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  to  the  delinquent  and  his  family,  and  for  the  time  being 
there  is  no  difference  between  a  Companion  definitely  or  indefinitely 
suspended.” 

From  the  statistics  we  learn  that  there  are  186  active  Chap¬ 
ters  with  a  membership  of  20,295. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Obituaries  we  quote 
the  following  on  the  death  of  the  late  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Comp.  Samuel  Clarke  Perkins : 

“Born  - .  Died  July  14,  1903. 

“It  falls  to  the  lot  of  but  comparatively  few  Masons  to  hold  as  many 
positions  of  honor  and  trust  as  Companion  Perkins  filled.  From  1851  to 
1903  his  Masonic  life  was  a  busy  one  and  he  filled  the  highest  offices  in 
the  subordinate  Lodge,  the  Grand  Lodge,  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  Grand 
Chapter,  reaching  the  top  step  by  step  and  honoring  himself  and  Masonry 
in  every  office  that  was  bestowed  upon  him.” 

For  its  value  as  a  matter  of  convenient  record  to  the  Com¬ 
panions  we  insert  here  the 

MASONIC  CALENDAR. 

Ancient  Craft  Masons  commence  their  era  with  the  creation  of  the  world, 
calling  it  Anno  Lucis  (A.  L.)  “In  the  year  of  Light.” 

A.  A.  S.  Rite,  same  as  Ancient  Craft,  except  the  Jewish  Chronology  is 
used,  Anno  Mundi  (A.  M.)  “In  the  year  of  the  World.” 
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Royal  Arch  Masons  date  from  the  year  the  second  temple  was  commenced 
by  Zerubbabel,  Anno  Inventionis  (A.  I.)  “In  the  year  of  the  Dis¬ 
co  veiy.” 

Royal  and  Select  Masters  date  from  the  year  in  which  the  Temple  of 
Solomon  was  completed,  Anno  Depositions  (A.  Dep.)  “In  the  year 
of  the  Deposit.” 

Knights  Templar  commence  their  era  with  the  organization  of  their 
Order,  Anno  Or  dims  (A.  O.)  “In  the  year  of  the  Order.” 

Order  of  the  High  Priesthood  date  from  the  year  of  the  Blessing  of  Abra¬ 
ham  by  the  Pligh  Priest  Melchizedek,  Anno  Benefacio  (A.  B.)  “In 
the  year  of  the  Blessing.” 

and 

RULES  FOR  MASONIC  DATES. 

1 —  Ancient  Craft — Add  4000  years  to  the  common  era.  Thus — 1903  and 

4000—5903. 

2 —  A.  A.  S.  Rite — Add  3760  to  the  common  era.  Thus — 1903  and  3760 — 

5663.  After  September  add  another  year. 

3 —  Royal  Arch — Add  530  years  to  the  vulgar  era.  Thus — 1903  and  530 — 

2433. 

4 —  Royal  and  Select  Masters — Add  1000  to  the  common  time.  Thus — 

1903  and  1000 — 2903. 

5 —  Knights  Templar — From  the  Christian  era  take  1118.  Thus — 1118 

from  1903—785- 

6 —  Order  of  High  Priesthood — To  Christian  era  add  1913,  the  year  of 

the  Blessing,  B.  C.  Thus — 1903  and  1913 — 3816. 

clipped  from  the  Proceedings  of  Illinois. 

And  now  we  come  to  Comp.  George  W.  Warvelle’s  inimit¬ 
able  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  opens  it  thus : 

“Companions  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  second  report 
on  Capitular  Correspondence.  I  employ  the  term  ‘correspondence’  because 
my  predecessors  used  it,  and  because  it  seems  to  have  acquired  a  sort  of 
conventional  meaning  in  this  connection.  But,  just  the  same,  I  feel  that  a 
better  and  more  expressive  name  could  be  found  for  these  reports.  In 
the  pages  that  follow  I  have  endeavored  to  review  the  printed  abstracts 
of  proceedings  of  bodies  with  whom  we  sustain  relations  of  amity.  To 
the  jurisdictional  reviews  I  have  added  a  number  of  special  topics,  includ¬ 
ing  therein  brief  summaries  of  current  Masonic  thought,  and,  just  to  give 
the  mess  a*  little  flavor,  have  injected  a  dash  or  two  of  essenltial  oil  of 
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Warvelle.  My  jurisdictional  reviews,  in  many  instances,  are  very  brief. 
This  has  been  occasioned,  not  by  any  desire  on  my  part  to  slight  any 
jurisdiction,  but  because  there  was  nothing  to  write  about.  As  Companion 
Johnson,  of  Indiana,  tersely  puts  it,  Tf  a  Grand  Body  does  only  business 
of  a  local  nature,  is  conservative  in  utteranec  and  ‘“makes  no  breaks,”  it 
is  difficult  to  say  much.'’  I  have  not  felt  that  recitals  of  the  petty  routine 
of  a  session,  dealing  only  with  matters  of  local  concern,  could  have  any 
interest  for  you.  Therefore,  I  have  omitted  them. 

“This  report  has  been  prepared  under  the  difficulties  resulting  from 
continued  ill  health,  and  if  you  fail  to  find  any  scintillations  of  wit  or 
‘brilliant  rhetorical  effusions,’  or,  for  that  matter,  any  of  those  little  touches 
that  go  to  lighten  up  the  gloom  of  a  correspondence  report,  kindly  over¬ 
look  the  defects.  Indeed,  as  I  glance  over  my  pages  many  of  them  seem 
heavy  and  uninteresting,  notwithstanding  that  I  have  striven  to  make  them 
otherwise.  Should  it  again  be  my  privilege  to  prepare  the  correspondence 
report,  I  trust  that  I  may  have  so  far  recovered  from  my  present  malady  as 
to  be  able  to  present  something  better  and  more  worthy  of  your  perusal.” 

Companions,  get  the  Proceedings  of  Illinois  and  read  this 
report  all  through.  It  will  both  instruct  and  amuse  you.  We 
could  quote  with  pleasure  under  almost  every  jurisdiction 
“noticed/'  For  instance,  under  Maine  re  the  following  de¬ 
cision  : 

“(i)  An  application  that  has  been  received  by  a  Chapter  and  referred 
to  a  committee  of  inquiry  cannot  be  withdrawn,  at  the  request  of  the  ap¬ 
plicant,  before  a  ballot  has  been  taken.  The  application  must  take  the 
usual  course.  The  duty  of  the  committee  is  to  report  to  the  Chapter  at 
the  next  stated  convocation  after  the  receipt  of  the  application." 

he  says : 

“This  decision  is  undoubtedly  sustained  by  precedent,  but  not  by  rea¬ 
son,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  some  Grand  High  Priest,  with  a 
strong  moral  back-bone,  will  come  forward  and  overturn  the  old  idea  that 
an  applicant  for  degrees  is  the  ‘property’  of  the  body  to  which  he  applies 
after  his  petition  has  been  received.  “Free  will’  certainly  cannot  be  said 
to  be  exercised  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  a  sort  of  compulsion  is  just  as 
certainly  employed.” 

Now  in  Pennsylvania,  an  applicant’s  petition,  after  favor¬ 
able  report,  can  be  withdrawn  prior  to  ballot,  on  motion  to 
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that  effect.  And  this  seems  in  accordance  with  common 
sense.  The  petitioner,  exercising  his  “free  will”  when  he  pe¬ 
titions,  must  abide  the  result  of  a  committee’s  report,  which,  if 
favorable,  puts  him  under  the  tongue  of  good  Masonic  Report 
and  restores  to  him,  through  his  friends,  the  right  to  with¬ 
draw  his  petition,  when  the  motion  is  made  to  that  effect  if  not 
opposed,  by  subsequent  objection. 

From  among  other  good  things  under  New  Jersey  we  quote 
this : 

“The  report  on  correspondence,  by  M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Belcher, 
fraternally  reviews  the  proceedings  of  Illinois  for  1902.  He  characterizes 
our  action  on  the  Great  Lights  as  ‘another  example  of  progressive  Ma¬ 
sonry.’  Well,  that  just  about  correctly  expresses  it,  but  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  accomplished  reviewer  intended  this  for  a  bit  of  qu'iet 
‘sarkasm.’  Speaking  of  regulations  requiring  a  candidate  to  select  and 
record  his  Mark  before  exaltation,  he  says : 

“We  fail  to  see  any  possible  good  resulting  from  such  legislation, 
accruing  either  to  the  Chapter  (Grand  or  subordinate)  or  to  the  individual 
making  such  selection.  Out  of  the  thousands  who  choose  Marks,  how 
many  carry  them?  How  many  have  occasion  to  put  them  to  practical  use, 
or,  having  the  opportunity,  would  care  to  do  so?  The  fable  assists  ma¬ 
terially  in  rounding  out  the  degree,  but  beyond  that  it  amounts  to  naught, 
and  should  have  no  bearing  upon  exaltation.’ 

“Well,  that  sounds  sensible,  whether  it  is  or  is  not,  but  when  a  Grand 
Body  wants  a  thing  it  generally  gets  it,  and  if  Grand  Chapter  should  say 
that  a  candidate  must  paint  his  nose  sky  blue  before  presenting  himself 
for  installation  I  should  respond,  ‘Certainly,  make  it  two-coat  work.’  ” 


Under  Ohio  he  comments  as  follows : 

“By  constitutional  amendment  all  of  the  officers  from  Captain  of  the 
Host  down  are  appointed.  This  comes  very  near  being  an  entire  reversal 
of  the  method  employed  in  Illinois.” 

We  opine  that  many  of  our  incoming  High  Priests  who  are 
going  through  the  throes  of  making  up  their  appointment  list 
would  prefer,  for  the  time  at  least,  the  Illinois  method. 
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Under  Pennsylvania  he  says : 

“The  ‘report’  of  the  G.  H.  P.  (Edward  B.  Spencer)  is  decidedly  opti¬ 
mistic  in  tone,  while  the  returns  indicate  that  the  year  then  closing  was, 
in  the  way  of  accessions,  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  Grand 
Chapter.  The  finances,  it  would  seem,  were  never  in  a  more  satisfactory 
condition  for,  after  a  liberal  expense  account  and  a  generous  contribution 
to  the  organized  charities  of  the  jurisdiction,  the  balance  sheet  shows 
upward  of  $22,000.00  invested  in  interest-bearing  securities. 

“Much  attention  seems  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  ‘work/  meaning 
by  that  term  the  esoteric  liturgy.  I  am  not  well  informed  as  to  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  aforesaid  ‘work.’  Pennsylvania  is  not  a  constituent  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  and,  at  one  time  at  least,  did  not  employ  its  lec¬ 
tures.  Indeed,  this  fact  occasioned  a  breach  between  ourselves  and  that 
body  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  we  con¬ 
tending  that  the  article  employed  in  Pennsylvania  was  not  genuine.  Hap¬ 
pily,  we  have  advanced  beyond  the  finical  stage  in  the  matter  of  lectures. 
The  use  of  monitors  or  printed  rituals  is  forbidden  during  the  conferring 
of  degrees. 

“As  I  mentioned  in  my  report  of  last  year,  Pennsylvania  is  peculiar  in 
many  things.  Thus,  the  installation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  esoteric 
in  character,  and  no  Companion  who  has  not  received  the  Order  of  High 
Priesthood  is  permitted  to  be  present  during  the  ceremony.  This  is  very 
much  like  the  procedure  observed  during  the  early  years  of  our  own  Grand 
Lodge,  when  all  who  were  not  Past  Masters  were  required  to  retire-  It 
seems  also  that  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  presents  a  valedictory  while 
the  new  incumbent  delivers  a  salutatory,  or  inaugural  address.  Both  of 
these  latter  features  appear  to  me  as  commendable  and  worthy  of  imitation. 
It  will  be  remembered,  however,  that  there  are  four  or  five  meetings  held 
each  year  and  this  circumstance  may  account,  in  some  measure,  for  the 
above  noted  practice. 

“All  things  considered,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  seems  to 
be  making  substantial  progress,  so  much  so  in  fact  that  it  has  displaced 
Illinois,  and  that  too  without  any  of  the  fancy  advantages  that  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  attend  Capitular  federation. 

“The  correspondence  report  is  the  work  of  several  hands,  and  after 
perusing  same  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  conviction  that  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  fortunate  in  having  been  able  to  secure  the  services  of  gentle¬ 
men  of  such  learning  and  ability  as  compose  its  correspondence  committee. 
The  review  of  Illinois,  as  before,  is  by  Companion  Stockton  Bates,  who 
takes  exception  to  my  statement  that  Freemasonry  is  progressive,  as  wit¬ 
ness  the  following: 
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“‘There  is  no  progress  in  Freemasonry.  Human  nature  is  the  one  un¬ 
changeable  entity  in  a  world  of  change.  The  teachings  of  Freemasonry 
concern  only  this  human  nature,  hence  progress  is  out  of  the  question. 
The  human  nature  of  Freemasonry  concerns  itself  alone  with  the  land¬ 
marks  it  has  established,  and  its  obligation  to  maintain  them  inviolate. 
Fie  who  becomes  a  Freemason  does  so  voluntarily.  He  takes  certain  obli¬ 
gations,  promising  his  obedience,  and  vows  thus  solemnly  assumed  may 
not  be  lightly  thrust  aside.’ 

“This  may  be  the  Pennsylvania  idea,  and  I  will  further  admit  that 
Companion  Bates  has  voiced  the  sentiment  of  no  inconsiderable  number 
of  the  Craft,  who  seem  to  cherish  it  as  a  sort  of  creed.  But  the  history 
of  the  Fraternity  disproves  the  verity  of  his  statements.  Whatever  may 
be  our  private  opinions  we  cannot  withstand  the  irresistible  logic  of  events. 
It  would  seem  also  that  Companion  Bates  has  confounded  human  nature 
with  human  institutions.  Let  us  admit,  that  in  essential  character  mart 
is  everywhere  and  at  all  times  the  same,  and  that  human  nature  is  un¬ 
changeable.  But  human  activities  and  institutions  are  always  changing. 
Nothing  in  nature  is  stationary,  the  human  mind  not  excepted.  The 
moment  a  thing  ceases  to  grow  it  commences  to  decay.  The  moment  an 
institution  ceases  to  be  progressive  it  becomes  retrogressive.  To  remain 
stationary  means  stagnation  and  death.  Freemasonry  is  an  institution,  and 
it  has  no  immunity  from  the  general  order  of  ethnological  phencAnena. 
To  concede  the  correctness  of  Companion  Bates’  statement  would  be  to 
deny  the  obvious  fact  of  general  human  progress.” 

We  value  the  above  as  much  for  what  it  does  not  say  as  what 
it  says  and  for  the  following  reason ;  somewhere  back  or  rather 
toward  the  beginning  of  his  report  he  answers  a  complaining 
correspondent  to  the  effect  that  if  his  jurisdiction  failed  to 
get  notice  in  extenso  it  was  its  fault  for  not  furnishing  the  ma¬ 
terial  for  comment.  In  other  words  thought  is  pro-creative 
Thought  begets  thought.  Hence  Pennsylvania  should  feel 
complimented  to  have  aroused  the  virile  comments  above 
quoted. 

Nod  Comp.  Warvelle!  we  have  not  confounded  “human 
nature  with  human  institutions.''  We  agree  with  you  that 
the  latter  change.  The  novelty  of  yesterday  is  the  custom 
of  to-morrow.  The  world  is  constantly  accumulating  exper¬ 
iences  and  thus  adding  to  the  store  of  knowledge. 
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Human  nature,  however,  manifests  itself  in  the  same  old 
way.  Take  the  vocabulary  applicable  to  the  manifestation  of 
human  energies;  what  word  has  been  added  expressive  of  any 
new  mode  of  expression  ?  Love,  hate,  affection,  dislike,  fra¬ 
ternity,  faithfulness,  aspiration,  hope,  despair,  kindness,  truth¬ 
fulness,  morality,  religion,  idolatry,  rage,  meanness,  vice,  vir¬ 
tue  and  so  on  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  Roget’s 
Thesaurus  there  is  absolutely  no  new  word  phrase  or  expres¬ 
sion  that  hints  at  any  new  manifestation  of  human  nature.  The 
very  principles  of  Freemasonry  are  archaic  as  well  as  its  lan¬ 
guage  of  expression.  It  was  founded  hi  the  hope  of  im¬ 
mutability  and  the  preservation  of  its  forms  and  ceremonies 
depends  upon  preserving  them  in  their  ancient  garb  and  with¬ 
in  their  ancient  landmarks.  Change  may  come,  indeed  has 
come  to  the  Institution.  But  change  is  the  beginning  of  dis¬ 
integration  and  decay.  We  may  even  come  to  enjoy  and  ad¬ 
mire  new  forms,  but  we  cannot  revere  them.  Hence,  if  Free¬ 
masonry  is  to  endure,  it  must  be  preserved  inviolate.  When 
progress  invades  its  sacred  precincts  with  innovations  the  in¬ 
stitution  is  no  longer  Masonic.  There  is  no  new  thing  in  what 
Freemasonry  teaches.  There  is  even  no  secret  virtue  not 
Known  to  Confucius,  taught  in  its  ritualism.  It  is  the  form 
alone  through  which  its  teachings  are  conveyed  that  segre¬ 
gates  it  from  other  forms  of  moral  force. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  aftermath.  In  this  Comp.  War- 
velle  says : 

“If,  on  the  perusal  of  this  report,  you  shall  find  anything,  whether  of 
fact  or  fancy,  in  which  you  feel  that  you  cannot  concur, — why,  don’t. 
Simply  don't.  You  do  not  have  to.  Indeed  in  many,  very  many,  of  the 
matters  which  I  present  to  you  I  do  not  concur  myself.  They  are  merely 
statements  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  Capitular  world.” 

*********** 

“So,  also,  with  respect  to  my  opinions.  You  are  not  expected  to  in¬ 
dorse  them,  unless  you  so  desire.  Should  they  differ  from  those  which 
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you  perchance  may  entertain,  by  all  means  reject  them.  No  writer  that 
ever  lived,  not  even  the  best,  has  succeeded  in  securing  a  uniform  indorse¬ 
ment  of  his  opinions,  and  no  writer  ever  will.  It  may  be  that  in  many 
things  I  have  failed  to  keep  pace  with  the  advanced  thought  of  the  age, 
and  that  I  regard  with  too  much  veneration  the  obsolete  and  discarded 
notions  of  the  Fathers.  It  may  be  also,  that  upon  debatable  questions  I 
hold  too  pronounced  views,  but — there  are  others.” 

Is  not  this  Catholic? 

With  reference  to  the  Breastplate  worn  by  the  High  Priest 
we  quote  the  following : 


“The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  as  a  token  of  honor  for  its  Past 
Grand  High  Priests,  has  just  bestowed  upon  each  of  the  members  of 
this  class,  that  are  now  living,  a  jewel  of  past  rank.  In  the  report  of 
the  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge  there  are  detailed  specifi¬ 
cations  of  various  matters  connected  with  the  make-up  of  the  jewels,  and, 
among  other  things,  a  direction  that  the  stones  in  the  breast-plate  shall 
be  arranged  in  the  following  order : 


Emerald, 

Jasper, 

Amethyst, 

Beryl, 


Topaz, 

Sapphire, 

Agate, 

Onyx, 


Sardius, 

Carbuncle, 

Ligure, 

Chrysolite. 


“I  do  not  for  a  moment  dispute  the  right  of  a  Grand  Chapter  to 
specify  how  the  stones  shall  be  arranged.  But,  we  are  explicitly  told  in  the 
litual  and  lectures  that  the  High  Priest’s  breastplate  is  in  imitation  of  that 
worn  by  the  High  Priest  of  Israel,  and  this  article  of  priestly  investiture  is 
very  fully  described  in  the  ‘Book  of  the  Law.’  I  will  further  concede 
that  the  foregoing  arrangement  in  which  the  stones  are  set  in  three  perpen¬ 
dicular  rows  of  four  each  is  in  keeping  with  modern  conventional  usage,  and 
that  the  breastplate  is  usually  represented  as  being  composed  of  metal.  How 
near  this  conforms  to  the  specification  found  in  the  Book  can  better  be 
understood  by  reproducing  the  directions  given  to  Moses : 

“And  thou  shalt  make  the  breastplate  of  judgment  with  cunning  work, 
after  the  work  of  the  ephod  thou  shalt  make  it;  of  gold,  of  blue  and  of 
purple,  and  of  scarlet,  and  of  fine  twined  linen,  shalt  thou  make  it.  Four¬ 
square  it  shall  be  being  doubled;  a  span  shall  be  the  length  thereof,  and  a 
span  shall  be  the  breadth  thereof.  And  thou  shalt  set  in  it  settings  of 
stones,  even  four  rows  of  stones ;  the  first  row  shall  be  a  sardius,  a  topaz, 
and  a  carbuncle;  this  shall  be  the  first  row.  And  the  second  row  shall  be 
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an  emerald,  a  sapphire,  and  a  diamond.  And  the  third  row  a  ligure,  an 
agate  and  an  amethyst.  And  the  fourth  row  a  beryl,  and  an  onyx,  and  a 
jasper;  they  shall  be  set  in  gold  in  their  inclosings. — Exod.  xxviii.  15-20.” 

On  the  subject  of  the  actual  presence  of  the  charter  we  have 
the  following: 

“In  the  very  excellent  report  on  correspondence  presented  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  I  find  the  following  remarks  concerning  the 
charter.  As  this  occurs  in  the  impersonal  part  of  the  report  I  am  unable 
to  give  credit  for  its  authorship : 

“  ‘It  seems  to  be  admitted  that  ever  since  charters  began  to  be  granted 
it  has  been, — at  least  until  recently, — the  universal  usage  of  the  Craft  to 
require  the  presence  of  the  charter  in  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  during  its 
labors.  Recently,  however,  it  was  decided  by  a  Grand  High  Priest  that  a 
Chapter,  whose  charter  had  been  destroyed  by  fire,  might  proceed  with  its 
labors  without  awaiting  the  granting  of  a  duplicate  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  practice  in  our  jurisdiction  is  the  granting 
of  a  dispensation  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  to  remain  effective  until  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  and  this  we  believe  is  the  practice 
in  other  jurisdictions.  But  the  decision  referred  to  has  caused  considerable 
discussion  of  the  general  subject  and  some  of  the  writers, — principally,  we 
believe  in  the  younger  jurisdictions, — maintain  the  right  of  a  Chapter  to 
labor  without  the  presence  of  its  warrant,  the  main  argument  being  that 
the  warrant  is  only  the  evidence  of  the  right  to  convene  and  labor,  and  that 
the  right,  once  granted,  exists,  although  the  instrument  of  evidence  is 
absent  or  even  lost  or  destroyed.  But  the  weight  of  opinion,  based  mainly 
upon  usage  and  expediency,  appears  to  be  the  other  way.  In  our  jurisdic¬ 
tion  there  can  be  no  question,  as  the  Constitution  provides  that  “the  war¬ 
rant  of  Constitution  ....  must  always  be  displayed  in  the  Chapter 
when  it  is  opened  and  during  its  labors,’’  and,  “where  there  is  no  Warrant 
displayed,  there  can  be  no  Chapter  opened.’  ” 

“As  I  happen  to  be  the  above  mentioned  Grand  High  Priest,  and  as 
this  Grand  Chapter  endorsed  the  decision,  the  subject  of  the  ‘actual  pres¬ 
ence’  is  not  without  interest.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  Pennsylvania  it  is  not 
a  matter  of  opinion,  but  of  positive  law,  and,  however  absurd  the  results 
of  the  law  may  sometimes  be,  the  law  itself  must  be  observed.  Evidently 
they  attach  much  efficacy  to  certificates  in  the  Keystone  state  and  regard 
but  lightly  the  thing  that  is  certified. 

“It  is  now  fundamental  that  a  Masonic  Body,  in  order  to  claim  Masonic 
character,  must  have  a  ‘charter  or  warrant.’  The  two  terms  are  generally 
taken  as  synonymous  and  the  ‘jurists’  usually  so  treat  them.  As  a  matter 
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of  fact  they  represent  two  entirely  distinct  ideas.  A  charter  is  a  writing 
of  any  kind.  A  warrant  is  an  authority  of  any  kind.  In  Freemasonry  the 
charter  is  a  certificate  which  evidences  the  authority  by  which  the  body 
assumes  to  exercise  Masonic  functions,  but  it  is  not  the  authority  itself. 
If  this  be  true,  then  we  can  readily  understand  why  the  loss  or  destruction  of 
a  charter  is  an  immaterial  circumstance. 

“The  most  able  of  the  advocates  of  the  actual  presence  of  the  charter, 
at  least  so  far  as  my  observation  has  gone,  is  Brother  Hodson,  of  Oregon, 
who  has  made  this  circumstance  a  part  of  his  Masonic  creed.  He  bases  his 
faith  on  the  legislation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  during  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  candor  compels  me  to  say  that  he  defends  his  posi¬ 
tion  with  marked  ability.  He  refuses  any  compromise  as  the  following 
reply  to  Brother  Southgate  will  show : 

“  ‘If  the  Master  and  charter  are  out  of  the  state  your  Lodge  is  defunct 
until  he  or  it  or  both  returns,  or  until  you  get  a  dispensation  issued  by 
competent  authority  to  continue  your  work,  and  have  it  present  in  and 
making  a  part  of  your  Lodge.  The  charter  ceases  to  be  a  “Magna  Charta” 
the  moment  it  is  removed  from  its  proper  jurisdiction;  it  is  then  only  so 
much  waste  paper.  A  Warden,  if  armed  with  the  charter,  is  legally  the 
proper  authority  to  open  and  preside  in  the  absence  of  the  Master,  but  not 
without  it.  There  can  be  but  one  right  way  in  this  matter,  and  all  the 
makeshifts  possible  to  invoke  cannot  make  a  right  out  of  a  wrong.  Ma- 
sonically  speaking  there  can  not  be  a  legal  Lodge  held  without  the  presence 
of  the  charter.’ 

“The  great  fire  of  1871  destroyed  the  charters  of  nearly  all  of  the 
Masonic  Bodies  meeting  in  Chicago,  and,  if  Brother  Hodson  is  correct,  all 
of  these  Bodies  at  once  became  defunct.  Yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  all  met 
and  transacted  business  and  I  have  never  heard  the  legality  of  what  was 
done  either  doubted  or  denied. 

“Preston  says  that  in  1717,  at  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  a  regulation  was  adopted  which  provided  that  every  Lodge  there¬ 
after  convened  ‘should  be  legally  authorized  to  act  by  a  warrant  from  the 
Grand  Master  .  .  .  and  that  without  such  warrant  no  Lodge  should 
be  deemed  regular  or  constitutional.’  But  for  this  we  have  only  Preston’s 
word,  as  no  record  of  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  during  the  first  five 
years  of  its  existence  was  made,  or,  if  made,  was  not  preserved. 

“The  General  Regulations  of  1721  provide  that  no  new  Lodge  shall  be 
formed  without  the  Grand  Master’s  warrant,  and  ‘if  any  number  of  Masons 
shall  take  upon  themselves  to  form  a  Lodge  without  the  Grand  Master’s 
warrant,  the  regular  Lodges  are  not  to  countenance  them.’  In  other  words, 
no  new  Ledge  could  be  formed  except  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Master. 
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This  authority  was  usually  evidenced  by  a  writing  reciting  the  facts,  and 
this  continued  to  be  the  practice  for  many  years,  both  in  England  and 
America.  While  the  writing, — charter  if  you  prefer — was  an  evidence  of  the 
fact  of  due  constitution  it  was  not  the  only  nor  indeed  the  best  evidence, 
the  register  kept  by  the  Grand  Secretary  being  deemed  equal  if  not  superior 
to  it.  That  the  charter  was  an  almost  immaterial  circumstance  is  fully 
shown  by  the  ancient  ceremony  of  constituting  a  new  Lodge  as  found  in 
the  first  edition  of  Anderson’s  Constitutions  (1723). 

“Brother  Hodson  classes  the  writer,  and  those  who  agree  with  him 
in  opinion,  as  the  ‘Modern  Improvement  Co./  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is 
Brother  Hodson  and  his  colleagues  who  constitute  that  association.  If,  as 
he  asserts,  we  must  be  governed  by  the  ancient  usages,  why  let  us  take  the 
regulations  of  1721  and  the  Constitution  of  1723  and  not  some  subsequent 
legislation.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  doubt  the  statement  of  Brother  Hodson 
that  there  was  a  rule  adopted  in  England  providing  that  ‘the  Master  must 
produce  the  charter  at  every  meeting/  but  I  do  not  recall  it,  nor  does  he 
state  when  it  was  adopted  or  where  it  may  be  found. 

“But  if  ancient  usage,  and  the  principle  to  be  deduced  therefrom,  is 
to  govern,  then  we  find  that  the  right  to  congregate  as  Masons  rests  upon 
an  authority  antecedently  conferred,  and  that  it  is  this  authority,  however 
evidenced,  with  which  we  are  directly  concerned.  So  long  as  the  authority 
continues  the  right  continues ;  when  the  authority  is  withdrawn  the  right 
ceases,  notwithstanding  the  paper  evidence  of  the  authority  remains  intact. 

“Companion  Shaver,  of  Kansas,  very  accurately  defines  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  true  position,  as  follows : 

“‘The  custom  in  many  jurisdictions  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  issue 
his  dispensation  authorizing  a  Chapter,  whose  parchment  charter  had  been 
lost  or  destroyed,  to  continue  at  work  until  the  Grand  Chapter  should 
convene,  always  impressed  us  as  entirely  unnecessary.  The  act  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  granting  the  charter  is  the  warrant  of  authority  for  the 
existence  of  the  Chapter ;  the  parchment  charter  is  merely  evidence  of  the 
grant,  and  is  not  the  best  evidence  either.  We  have  heard  of  cases  where  a 
Grand  Body  has  revoked  a  charter,  but  the  local  officers  refused  to  return 
the  parchment.  We  wonder  if  the  Masonic  jurists  who  hold  to  the  other 
theory  would  maintain  that  such  a  “Chapter”  was  still  in  existence/  ” 

Robert  L.  McKinlay,  Mi.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Indian  Territory  inform  us  that  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Indian  Territory  convened 
for  its  Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  Masonic  Temple 
of  Guthrie,  Oklahoma  Territory,  at  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  Tuesday 
morning,  April  15,  1903. 

Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  I.  B.  Kirkland  presented  the  an¬ 
nual  address.  He  thus  opens,  briefly  but  comprehensively  : 

“Another  year  with  its  measure  of  joy  and  sorrow  has  passed.  Its 
labors  are  finished  and  we  have  come  up  with  our  work  for  inspection.  The 
year  just  past  has  been  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  one.  Not  only  has  our 
order  been  advancing,  but  peace  and  prosperity  exist  throughout  our 
country.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  : 

“In  obedience  to  the  action  of  Grand  Chapter  last  year  five  hundred  copies 
of  the  Proceedings  of  that  Convocation  were  printed  and  distributed. 

“The  Charters  granted  to  the  Chapters  at  Shawnee  and  Cheyenne  were 
promptly  issued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  those 
Chapters. 

“Dispensations  for  the  organization  of  Chapters  at  Marietta  and  Tisho¬ 
mingo  in  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  at  Wetumka  in  the  Creek  Nation,  Indian 
Territory,  and  at  Mangum  in  Oklahoma,  have  been  issued  during  the  year 
by  the  command  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Ira  B.  Kirkland.  These  all 
seem  to  be  healthy  Chapters  and  promise  to  become  large  and  strong 
bodies.” 

Companion  J.  S.  Murrow,  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
reported  as  follows : 

“Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report  that  a  review 
of  the  Proceedings  of  nearly  all  the  Grand  Chapters  in  the  U.  S.  has  been 
prepared  at  the  expense  of  much  time  and  labor. 

“Capitular  Masonry  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition  in  nearly  every 
State  of  our  Union.  There  is  no  question  affecting  the  peace  and  harmony 
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of  the  Grand  Bodies  nor  any  that  is  agitating  the  writers  of  the  reports  of 
correspondence.  Although  each  review  is  brief,  yet  if  the  Companions 
generally  would  read  these  reports  on  correspondence  they  would  find  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  information.” 

Following  this,  in  the  Appendix,  is  the  regular  report 
which  opens  as  follows : 

“Believing  that,  in  no  other  way,  can  so  much  general  information  per¬ 
taining  to  Capitular  Masonry  be  disseminated  among  the  Craft  as  through 
the  annual  Reports  on  Correspondence,  the  following  is  submitted  for  the 
benefit  and,  we  hope,  instruction  of  our  Companions  of  the  ‘Twin  Terri¬ 
tories.’  ” 

Now,  this  is  modesty  personified.  “Twin  Territories*'  for¬ 
sooth!  Pray  don’t  exclude  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  for 
may  we  not  all  benefit  and  be  instructed  if  we  but  read  aright? 

Under  Alabama  he  says : 

“Again  do  we  notice  a  great  deal  of  time  and  consideration  given  to  the 
ritual  question.  All  unnecessary,  as  we  see  it,  for  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  has  wrestled  with  this  problem  and  solved  it  more  than  satis¬ 
factorily.  But  as  for  ciphers — well,  we  never  saw  a  good  one,  for  the 
simple  reason  they  have  no  right  to  exist.” 

But,  talk  about  condensation !  Well !  this  report  is  the 
quintessence. 

Under  Illinois  he  says  and  we  quote  verbatim,  et  literatim, 
et  punctuatim : 

“A  new  star  has  arisen  in  the  Grand  Chapter  Correspondence  firmament 
by  the  name  of  George  W.  Norvelle,  P.  G.  H.  P.  No  one  can  read  has 
racy  report  without  a  desire  to  meet  the  writer,  and  we  particularly 
desire  to  have  him  visit  Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories  in  order  to 
remove  the  impression  he  has  of  our  ‘Land  of  the  Red  Man,’  which  he  says 
is,  perhaps,  -the  least  developed  portion  of  the  United  States.  You  will 
most  certainly  want  that  ‘perhaps’  to  fall  back  upon,  Companion,  if  you  are 
ever  so  fortunate  as  to  visit  the  B.  I.  T.  and  her  twin  sister,  Oklahoma. 
Our  latch  string  always  hangs  out — come  and  be  convinced.” 

Shades  of  the  Grampian  Hills !  we  would  like  to  stand  by 
when  Geo.  W.  Warvelle,  the  inimitable,  reads  that  “Norvelle." 
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Under  Mlichigan  we  have  the  following,  apropos  of  phy¬ 
sical  perfection : 

“This  may  be  Michigan  doctrine,  but  with  Indian  Territory  and  Okla¬ 
homa  Companions,  if  a  man  is  physically  competent  or  qualified  to  be  a 
member  of  a  Blue  Lodge,  we  take  it  as  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  is 
ready  for  the  Chapter,  unless  there  should  be  some  grave  moral  defect. 
Physical  perfection  is  essential  to  the  candidate  who  knocks  at  the  outer 
portal  of  Masonry ;  but  so  slight  a  thing  as  the  loss  of  a  little  finger  should 
not  prevent  a  Brother’s  ambition  to  seek  more  knowledge  among  the  upper 
chambers.  We  would  admit  a  Brother  without  fingers  as  quickly  as.  one 
without  teeth,  as  both  are  imperfect  physically.” 

Pennsylvania  is  reviewed  as  follows : 

“The  usual  Quarterly  meetings  were  held  and  the  Annual  Convocation 
convened  in  the  107th  session  December  27. 

“Sixty-four  Chapters  represented.  As  the  session  continued  only  two 
hours  and  a  half  very  little  business  was  transacted  beyond  the  election  and 
installation  of  officers. 

“The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  work  of  a  committee  of 
five.  Indian  Territory  receives  courteous  notice. 

“The  committee  discoursed  briefly  upon  some  of  the  most  important 
questions  of  Capitular  jurisprudence  and  custom,  such  as  Dependent  Mem¬ 
bership,  Use  of  Substitutes,  Physical  Perfection,  Actual  Presence  of  Char¬ 
ter,  Grand  Representative  system  and  others. 

“Most  of  our  membership  accept  about  the  position  held  by  these  Com¬ 
panions. 

“Membership  20,141 ;  balance  $22,000.” 

There  you  are  in  a  nutshell. 

He  thus  feelingly  alludes  in  his  conclusion  to  the  death  of 
members  of  the  Correspondence  Guild : 

“Once  again  we  And  our  labors  as  Correspondent  concluded.  While 
there  is  always  much  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  this  work  we  have  been 
grieved  to  find  so  many  of  the  old  familiar  names  in  the  pages  devoted  to 
tributes  and  memorials  of  those  who  have  ‘gone  before’ — Drummond,  Par- 
vin,  Powell,  Ercanbrack,  Armstrong,  Parmalee,  Laflin  and  many  others, 
all  in  the  short  space  of  two  years !  May  it  be  said  of  us  as  has  been 
so  truly  said  of  them,  ‘Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants.’” 

Herbert  J.  Evans,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Joseph  S.  Mlurrow,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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INDIANA. 

The  Proceedings  for  1903  inform  us  that  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  assembled 
in  its  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  in  Masonic  Temple, 
in  the  City  of  Indianapolis,  at  2  o’clock  P.  M.,  on  Wednesday, 
the  2 1st  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1903,  A.  I.  2433,  T  being  the 
first  Wednesday  succeeding  the  third  Monday  in  October, 
1903. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Alvin  G.  Tillotson, 
delivered  the  annual  address,  from  which  we  clip  this  opti¬ 
mistic  passage: 

“All  around  us  is  prosperity.  A  bounteous  harvest  has  rewarded  the 
labors  of  the  husbandman.  ‘Plenty,  Health  and  Peace’  are  everywhere 
manifest.  The  industrial  centers  are  pulsating  with  life,  the  arteries  of 
commerce  are  taxed  to  their  utmost  extent.  In  unison  with  this  splendid 
condition  of  our  beloved  country  it  is  gratifying  for  me  to  be  able  to  report 
that  our  Order  has  made  substantial  gains  in  membership  and  in  interest, 
keeping  fully  apace  with  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

“Harmony  exists  throughout  this  and  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Not  a 
cloud  is  visible  upon  the  horizon  of  Capitular  Masonry.” 

Companion  Simeon  S.  Johnson  presents  the  report  on  for¬ 
eign  correspondence.  The  Correspondence  Committee  of 
Delaware  dubs  Comp.  Johnson  “a  condensor  of  the  first 
water.”  And  he  is  a  condenser  to  the  queen’s  taste.  He  who 
runs  may  read  and  he  may  be  a  sprinter  too.  As  a  sample 
of  his  style  we  quote  his  review  of  Pennsylvania  entire: 

“PENNSYLVANIA. 

“Annual  Meeting •  December  27,  1902.  Quarterly  Communications  were 
held  March  6,  June  5,  September  4,  and  December  4. 

“At  these  meetings  Committees  upon  By-Laws,  etc.,  Necrology  and 
Finance  reported  and  at  meeting  of  December  4th  election  of  officers  was 

had. 

“At  the  annual  meeting  the  Grand  High  Priest  ‘reports’  a  year  of  unex- 
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ampled  prosperity.  Financial  matters  in  satisfactory  condition.  There  is 
an  invested  fund  of  $22,000,  besides  which  liberal  contributions  had  been 
made  for  charitable  purposes-  The  Ritualistic  Work  has  not  yet  become 
uniform,  but  prediction  made  that  two  years  hence  they  can  report  the  de¬ 
sired  result  attained. 

“Several  decisions  upon  Masonic  Law,  only  four  of  sufficient  importance 
to  be  reported ;  only  the  first  and  fourth  call  for  any  comment,  viz. : 

“  T.  The  use  of  Monitors,  printed  or  written  Rituals  in  conferring  the 
Degrees  is  unlawful. 

*********** 

“  ‘4.  A  Summons  issued  to  the  members  of  a  Chapter  must  be  signed  by 
the  High  Priest  and  Secretary  and  have  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  attached/ 

“We  venture  to  say  that  it  may  be  unlawful  to  use  Monitors,  Rituals,  etc., 
in  conferring  Degrees,  but  it  will  be  done  just  the  same.  It  is  a  pernicious 
custom,  but  cannot  be  stopped. 

“As  a  usual  thing,  summons  does  not  require  signature  of  High  Priest. 
It  is  issued  by  order  of  Chapter  and  attested  by  Secretary  and  Seal.  Pre¬ 
sumably  their  rules  require  same  to  be  signed  by  High  Priest. 

“Attention  is  called  to  failure  of  so  many  Companions  to  record  their 
‘Mark/  Says  it  is  a  crying  evil,  violation  of  obligation,  etc.,  and  no  law  to 
reach  the  violation.  What  is  the  matter ;  can’t  a  Companion  be  dealt  with 
for  violating  one  part  of  obligation  as  well  as  another? 

“The  ‘report’  was  made  by  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  after  which 
the  newly-elected  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  ‘address/  The  only 
matter  of  interest  he  mentions  in  ‘address’  is  the  proneness  of  Chapters  to 
confer  the  degrees  without  the  candidate  having  become  proficient  in 
lectures  and  calls  attention  to  the  pledges  of  High  Priests  at  time  of  instal¬ 
lation.  Although  this  subject  had  been  referred  to  in  an  address  of  his  pre¬ 
decessor  and  by  himself,  we  find  no  action  had.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
Reports  by  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  printed,  full  of  good 
things  and  happily  presented. 

“H.  O.  Kline,  Grand  High  Priest. 

“Charles  Cary,  Grand  Secretary.” 

and  the  following  is  his  conclusion : 

“This  closes  the  chapter.  The  last  ‘Proceeding’  reviewed,  the  end 
reached  and  our  work  done.” 


M.  E.  John  J.  Glendening,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Grand  Secretary. 
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IOWA. 

The  Journal  of  Transactions  informs  us  that  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa  convened  in  its  Fif 
tieth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  hall  of  Hiram  Chapter,  No. 
6,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  the  3rd  day  of 
September,  A.  D.  1903,  at  9.30  o’clock  A.  M. 

Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  George  R.  Turner,  pre¬ 
sented  an  address  calling  attention  to  the  “strange  fatality” 
hovering  over  the  East  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

The  death  of  Grand  High  Priest  N.  B.  Hyatt  was  followed 
by  the  serious  illness  of  his  successor,  M.  E.  Comp.  T.  B. 
Lacey,  and  finally  the  present  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  I.  P. 
Wilson,  was  prostrated  by  an  attack  of  degeneration  of  the 
muscular  tissues  of  the  heart  and  was  wholly  incapacitated. 

Of  Comp.  Wilson,  Comp.  Turner  says : 

“Though  physically  incapacitated,  yet  his  mental  faculties  have  been 
clear  and  active.  Fully  conscious  of  his  condition,  and  realizing  that  any 
moment  might  be  his  last,  he  has  closed  each  day,  week  after  week  and 
month  after  month,  with  his  worldly  work  done.  Yet,  again,  ‘when  sunrise 
knocked  upon  the  door  of  day,’  he  has  taken  up  his  burden  with  the 
bravery  and  devotion  of  a  ‘strong  heroic  soul/  A  most  remarkable  example 
of  passive  courage  and  patient  endurance.  I  believe  every  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  will  rejoice  with  me  in  the  fact  that  he 
has  taken  supreme  satisfaction  in  performing  the  duties  of  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  that  his  work  has  been  a  solace  and  comfort  during  his  weary, 
weary  months  of  affliction. 

“His  address,  indited  by  himself  and  telling  in  his  own  language  of  his 
official  acts,  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  together  with  such  recommendations 
as  he  has  seen  fit  to  make,  is  to  follow.” 

Under  the  circumstances  the  address  of  Grand  High  Priest 
I.  P.  Wilson  is  a  wonderful  paper.  Speaking  of  Iowa’s 
“Golden  Anniversary”  he  says : 


“I  have  looked  forward  with  intense  interest  to  this  occasion,  and  have 
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appointed  a  strong  committee,  consisting  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  to 
make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  a  suitable  observance  of  so  important 
an  occasion.  And  now  as  I  look  into  the  faces  of  the  Companions  who 
compose  this  Grand  Body,  I  am  reminded  that  the  Proceedings  of  the 
first  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  do  not  contain  the  name  of  a  single  Com¬ 
panion  now  before  me.  This  retrospective  view  brings  with  it  a  feeling  of 
sadness,  and  yet  when  we  remember  that  the  good  seed  sown  by  those 
faithful  Companions  has  taken  root  and  grown,  and  that  we  are  to-day 
reaping  the  fruition  of  their  labors,  we  can  but  rejoice  in  the  belief  that  the 
spiritual  temple  erected  by  each  one  of  them  has  been  accepted  by  the  Grand 
Architect  of  the  universe.  And  so — 

“‘Look  not  mournfully  into  the  past; 

It  cometh  not  again; 

"Wisely  improve  the  present, 

It  is  thine. 

Go  forth  to  meet  the  future 
W^ith  a  brave  and  manly  heart.’ 

“The  present,  my  Companions,  is  ours.  Those  of  us  who  are  here  to¬ 
day  are 

“  ‘Passing  through  nature  to  eternity.’ 

“When  another  fifty  years  shall  have  passed  away,  others  will  have 
taken  our  places,  and  the  work  of  the  Royal  Craft  will  not  suffer  when  we 
are  gone.  This  should  not  be  to  us  a  somber  outlook;  rather  let  us  rejoice 
that  Capitular  Masonry  in  Iowa  is  to-day  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with  a 
most  hopeful  outlook  for  the  future.” 

Of  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Iowa  he  speaks 
as  follows : 

“I  am  pleased  to  note  a  growth  of  the  Order  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
that  has  not  been  surpassed  for  many  years.  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
T.  B.  Lacey  reported  last  year  a  total  increase  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  (824)  members  during  the  previous  year.  I  have  now  a  still  more 
gratifying  statement  to  make.  Our  increase  was  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two 
(952),  the  decrease  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (538),  leaving  a  net  in¬ 
crease  of  four  hundred  and  fourteen  (414)  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1902,  and  a  total  membership  in  this  jurisdiction  of  nine  thousand  and 
forty  (9,040).  This  is  a  showing  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud.  There 
has  not  been  such  an  increase  in  any  one  year  for  at  least  ten  years,  if  not 
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twenty-five.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Iowa  shows  steady  and  healthy 
growth.” 

Of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  “Code”  he  speaks  thus 
sensibly : 

“The  laws  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  as  they  now  stand  are,  with 
few  exceptions,  clear  and  simple.  In  some  instances,  however,  it  would 
seem  that  the  sentences  are  so  constructed  as  to  disguise  the  meaning,  and 
that  it  needs  a  lawyer  to  untangle  those  questions.  Why  not  have  the  lan¬ 
guage  plain  and  simple ,  so  the  laity  can  easily  understand?  The  law 
should  be  so  constructed  that  there  can  be  ng  possibility  of  a  doubtful 
interpretation.  While  it  may  be  true  that  the  ‘spirit  of  the  law’  may  imply 
the  real  meaning  or  intent,  the  letter  or  literal  statement  of  the  law  should 
be  clearly  and  positively  stated.” 


He  condemns  unseemly  haste  and  says : 


¥ 


“Nothing  is  gained  by  hurry;  all  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  a  brother  among  us  should  be  dignified  and  in  keeping  with  the 
traditions  of  the  Order.” 


The  conclusion  of  this  remarkable  address  pictures  a  brave 
man,  a  good  man,  and  we  quote  it  entire : 


“CONCLUSION. 

“My  term  of  office  is  drawing  to  a  close.  The  bulk  of  work  assigned 
me  as  your  Grand  High  Priest  has  been  accomplished.  I  have  every 
reason  for  believing  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  Iowa  enjoys  peace  and 
prosperity  within  her  borders.  I  know  of  no  contentions  amongst  us;  har¬ 
mony  prevails,  and  brotherly  love  continues.  The  summer  months  bring 
with  them  rest,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  from  Capitular  work.  Regular 
Chapter  meetings  are  usually  abandoned,  and  very  properly  so,  during  the 
heated  term,  after  which  the  faithful  Craft  is  again  ready  for  active  work. 

“My  duties  as  Grand  High  Priest  have  not  been  laborious,  and  this  I 
attribute,  in  a  large  degree,  to  the  kind  and  fraternal  consideration  of  my 
fellow  craftsmen,  who,  it  has  seemed  to  me,  have  conspired  to  lighten  my 
burden  and  brighten  my  pathway. 

“I  wish  at  this  time  to  make  special  mention  of  the  material  assistance 
that  has  been  accorded  me  by  present  and  past  Grand  Officers  Craig,  Lacey, 
Cleveland,  Turner,  and  Wingate,  the  latter  two  spending  a  half  day  at  my 
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bed-side,  cheering  and  encouraging  me  at  a  time  when  I  was  discouraged 
and  felt  that  I  ought  to  surrender  the  duties  of  my  office  to  the  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest  These  faithful  Companions  promised  me  all  the  assist¬ 
ance  in  their  power,  and  encouraged  me  to  go  on  with  my  work. 

“At  the  time  this  Grand  Body  conferred  upon  me  its  highest  honor  I 
was  in  failing  health,  and  it  was  with  feelings  of  misgiving  that  I  under¬ 
took  the  responsible  duties  of  this  high  office.  But  the  honor  was  one  too 
highly  prized  by  me  to  set  it  aside,  and  I  assumed  the  duties  with  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  serve  the  Craft  faithfully  and  well,  if  health  and  life  were 
meted  out  to  me.  This  I  have  endeavored  to  do.  I  shall  leave  with  the 
Grand  Secretary  a  complete  record  of  my  official  doings,  and  sincerely  trust 
that  what  I  have  done  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 
Our  fiftieth  anniversary  is  at  hand,  and  it  is  with  feelings  of  keen  disap¬ 
pointment  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  attend  this  Grand  Body.  Since  early 
in  February  T  had  been  prostrated  upon  a  bed  of  sickness,  during  which 
time  I  have  been  unable  to  sit  up  in  bed.  My  official  duties,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  interrupted  only  a  few  days  at  a  time,  and  I  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  discharge,  as  best  I  could,  all  necessary  duties. 

“It  was  my  intention  to  visit  many  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  of  the 
state  during  the  year,  that  I  might  become  better  acquainted  with  my  Com¬ 
panions  and  cultivate  more  intimate  and  fraternal  relations  between  us. 
But  my  plans  have  been  thwarted  and  my  visitations  neglected,  which  I 
deeply  regret. 

“May  the  ‘Golden  Anniversary’  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  one  of  peculiar 
interest  and  profit  to  us  all. 

“I  now  return  the  jewel  of  my  office,  with  grateful  acknowledgment  for 
the  high  honor  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me.  I  feel  sure  that 
my  successor  in  office  will  find  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Iowa  at  high  tide, 
and  in  possession  of  a  true  Masonic  spirit.” 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Alf.  Wingate,  opens  his  re¬ 
port  thus : 

“In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  your  Grand  Secretary  pre¬ 
sents  for  your  consideration  the  annual  report  of  affairs  pertaining  to  the 
office  of  Grand  Secretary. 

“We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  say  the  past  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one 
for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction.  Our  net  increase  in  work 
exceeds  that  of  former  years,  and  we  now  have  a  total  membership  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  nine  thousand  and  forty  at  the  end  of  the  year  1902,  being  an 
increase  of  four  hundred  and  fourteen  for  the  year.” 
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The  Committee  on  Semi-Centennial  Observance  recom¬ 
mended  : 

‘‘First.  That  this  Grand  Chapter  have  an  observance  of  its  semi-cen¬ 
tennial  at  the  annual  convocation  in  1904. 

“Second.  That  a  proper  program  for  such  observance  be  prepared,  and 
that  one  or  more  learned  Companions  be  invited  to  deliver  an  historical 
address. 

“Third.  That  the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  preparing  the  program  for  the 
session  of  1904,  set  apart  a  suitable  time  for  the  services  herein  contem¬ 
plated. 

“Fourth.  That  some  proper  souvenir  be  procured  to  commemorate  the 
occasion. 

“Fifth.  That  the  Grand  High  Priest  carry  out  the  recommendations 

herein  contained.” 

We  copy  the  historical  and  literary  part  of  the  address  of 
William  F.  Cleveland,  President  of  the  Convention  of 
Anointed  High  Priests,  because  of  its  interest  to  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  particularly  to  Past  High  Priests : 

“Companions:  There  are  few  subjects  to  which  antiquity  does  not  lend 
a  charm ;  the  meditative  mind  loves  to  dwell  upon  what  bears  the  impress 
of  ages  long  gone  by. 

“To  Melchisedek,  King  of  Salem,  priest  of  the  most  high  God,  is  at¬ 
tributed  the  high  honor  of  having  made  the  first  sacrament  of  bread  and 
wine.  Melchisedek,  who  was  of  the  type  of  priesthood  superior  to  the 
Levitical,  the  fulfillment  of  which  was  interpreted  to  be  the  Messiah,  and 
High  Priest  by  virtue  of  his  kingly  office,  is  referred  to  in  many  of  the 
Jewish  traditions  recorded  in  the  Cabalistic  and  Rabbinical  writings.  In 
the  New  Testament  it  is  said:  ‘For  these  priests  (under  the  Levitical  law) 
were  made  without  oath  but  this  (priest)  with  an  oath.  The  Lord  sware 
and  he  will  not  repent.  Thou  art  a  priest  forever  after  the  order  of 
Melchisedek.’  We  read  in  Genesis  of  Abraham  returning  to  his  home  on 
the  plains  of  Mamre,  near  Hebron,  from  an  expedition  undertaken  to 
rescue  his  nephew,  who  had  been  taken  captive,  and  that  as  he  passed  by 
Jerusalem  he  was  welcomed  by  the  venerable  Melchisedek,  who  lifted  up  his 
hands  and  blessed  him,  and  brought  forth  bread  and  wine  for  his  refresh¬ 
ment.  And  that  Abraham,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  priestly  dignity,  and 
more  than  oriental  hospitality  with  which  he  had  been  received  ‘at  the 
valley  of  Shaveh,  which  is  the  King’s  dale,’  paid  him  tithes  of  all  the 
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goods  that  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  received  from  the  vener¬ 
able  patriarch  this  sublime  blessing: 

“  ‘Blessed  be  Abraham  of  the  most  high  God,  possessor  of  heaven  and 
earth,  and  blessed  be  the  most  high  God  which  hath  delivered  thine 
enemy  into  thy  hand.’ 

“His  identity  is  wrapped  in  mystery,  for  we  read  in  Hebrews: 

“  ‘That  Melchisedek  was  without  father,  without  mother,  and  without 
descent,  having  neither  beginning  of  days  nor  end  of  life,  and  that  he 
abideth  a  priest  continually.’ 

“By  many  Melchisedek  is  thought  to  have  been  Shem,  the  eldest  son 
of  Noah,  and  the  order  of  his  priesthood  to  have  ended  only  with  the 
advent  of  Christianity.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  his  priestly  blessing,  which 
is  the  oldest  formula  of  benediction  extant,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was'  given  have  been  made  the  foundation  of  a  most  impressive 
and  instructive  degree,  whose  covenants  are  most  powerful,  whose  means 
of  recognition  are  most  practicable  and  striking,  whose  loftiness  of  purpose 
reaches  out  in  ever  widening  circles,  and  which  by  teaching  respect  to  the 
name  of  the  Most  High,  benevolence  to  suffering  companions,  and  the  duty 
of  curbing  evil  passions,  is  worthy  of  more  attention  and  study  than  it 
has  heretofore  received.  Many  of  our  traditions  are  found  in  the  ponderous 
volumes  of  the  Talmud,  and  are  striking  proofs  of  the  antiquity  of  our 
institutions.  To  the  Masonic  student  who  possesses  a  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew  language  it  must  be  a  source  of  inexhaustible  delight  to  delve  into 
the  musty  pages  of  the  Gemara  and  bring  forth  hidden  treasures  therefrom. 
The  early  history  of  the  once  ‘chosen  people  of  God’  is  so  closely  inter¬ 
woven  with  the  teachings  and  traditions  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  that 
we  are  led  to  entertain  a  most  profound  veneration  for  them  as  a  people. 
Their  abiding  faith  in,  their  devotion  to,  and  their  strict  compliance  with 
the  Mosaic  laws,  the  zealous  care  with  which  they  guarded  the  ‘Ark  of  the 
Covenant’  in  all  of  their  wanderings  as  well  as  their  profound  reverence  for 
God  and  His  holy  name,  are  worthy  of  our  careful  consideration,  if  not 
emulation. 

“It  is  said  that  the  infatuation  of  Marc  Antony  for  Cleopatra  changed 
the  destinies  of  an  empire  and  altered  the  history  of  the  world. 

“So  the  teachings  of  Masonry,  if  exemplified  in  the  lives  of  its  votaries, 
may  largely  mould  and  shape  the  moral  development  of  the  world  in  the 
days  that  are  to  be.  Masonry  has  always  laid  claim  to  high  idealsf, 
which  are  rapidly  becoming  the  ideals  of  mankind.  The  object 
of  Masonry  is  the  search  after  truth,  symbolized  by  the  word. 
An  ancient  legend  recites  that  God,  to  benefit  His  creatures,  took 
truth  and  hurled  it  to  the  earth ;  that  it  was  broken  into  a  million 
of  fragments,  and  scattered  over  the  entire  face  of  the  globe.  Since  which 
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time  mankind  has  been  endeavoring  to  gather  these  scattered  atoms  into  a 
more  or  less  complete  whole.  The  Masonic  principles  inculcate  in  their 
teachings  the  search  for  this  divine  attribute  of  Deity,  which  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  every  virtue.  The  fraternity  has  never  been  more  flourishing  in  the 
world  at  large,  and  in  our  own  jurisdiction,  than  it  is  at  the  beginning  of 
the  twentieth  century;  and  to  no  part  of  our  great  brotherhood  is  more 
attention  being  given  in  that  search  after  truth  than  in  the  Order  of  the 
High  Priesthood-  Modernized  and  shaped  into  its  present  form,  something 
over  one  hundred  years  ago,  the  credit  of  its  establishment  in  this  state 
belongs  to  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  the  first  Grand  High  Priest,  who  at  the 
second  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  held  in  1855,  at  Keosauqua, 
drew  attention  to  this  Masonic  gem,  and  as  a  result  a  number  of  High 
Priests  were  duly  anointed.  From  that  time,  except  two  years  of  the  civil 
war,  1861  and  1862,  simultaneously  with  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
has  come  the  annual  consecration  of  the  High  Priests  of  this  jurisdiction. 
From  its  origin  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  until  1853  it 
seems  to  have  been  a  necessary  requirement  before  a  High  Priest  could  be 
installed  to  preside  over  his  Chapter,  as  the  Past  Master’s  degree  was 
formerly  required  before  the  Master-elect  could  assume  his  station.  Since 
1899  a  special  place  on  the  programme  of  this  Grand  Chapter  has  been  set 
aside  for  conferring  this  beautiful  ceremony.  Its  sessions  are  largely  at¬ 
tended,  and  a  deep  and  growing  interest  is  manifested  in  its  welfare.  Nor 
is  this  growth  of  interest  confined  to  Iowa  alone.  In  other  jurisdictions 
besides  our  own  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  has  passed  its  period  of  in¬ 
fancy  and  is  rapidly  assuming  the  garb  of  mature  Masonic  life. 

“We  read  in  the  Koran  that  when  one  dies,  men  are  wont  to  ask:  ‘What 
wealth  did  he  have?’  but  that  the  recording  angel,  with  uplifted  pen,  makes 
inquiry:  ‘What  good  did  he  do  on  earth?’  We  are  living  in  a  materialistic 
age;  the  tendency  of  some  is  to  break  away  from  the  traditions  and  land¬ 
marks  of  our  institutions,  and  to  forget  the  inquiry  of  the  recording  angel- 
This,  my  Companions,  is  to  be  deplored.  We  should  labor  unceasingly  to 
cultivate  the  virtues  and  study  the  history  and  literature  of  our  fraternity, 
holding  fast  to  the  faith  that  is  within  us,  and,  in  the  beautiful  language 
of  our  Ritual,  set  before  our  Companions  the  bright  example  of  an  upright 
and  perfect  man.  Let  ‘Holiness  to  the  Lord’  be  engraved  upon  all  our 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  and  thus  will  we  be  the  better  prepared  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  that  high  office  as  true  and  faithful  teachers  of  the 
Companions  over  whom  we  have  been  called  to  preside,  to  the  end  that  the 
world,  seeing  our  good  works,  may  realize  that  Masonry  is  the  handmaid 
of  religion  that  seeks  the  exaltation  of  mankind  to  the  glory  of  the  living 
God.” 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  also  from  the  pen  of  Wil¬ 
liam  F.  Cleveland. 

Under  Alabama,  he  says  anent  Comp.  Wm.  Y.  Titcomb’s 
report : 

“He  writes  a  very  interesting  and  readable  report.  To  us  he  seems 
just  a  little  too  fearful  that  he  might  hurt  somebody’s  feelings.  While  we 
believe  correspondents  should  ever  be  courteous  and  fraternal  towards  each 
other,  whenever  they  honestly  differ  we  like  to  have  them  say  so.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  don’t  like  to  see  them  carrying  a  chip  on  their  shoulder  for 
somebody  to  knock  off.” 

Under  Indiana,  re  the  report  of  Comp.  Simeon  E.  Johnson, 
he  says : 

“This  is  one  of  those  modern  reports,  where  all  mention  of  the  names  of 
prominent  Masons  in  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  is  carefully  excluded, 
and  the  reader  is  left  to  guess  who  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  in  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  under  review,  or  what  Companions  are  active  in  their  several 
Grand  Chapters.  You  will  find  the  names  mentioned  nowhere  in  the  entire 
report.  It  is  an  entirely  new  method,  but  we  must  confess  we  don’t  think 
it  is  any  improvement  over  the  styles  used  by  such  superb  Correspondents 
as  Drummond,  Davies,  Perkins,  Hodson,  et  al.  The  zealous  Companions 
who  read  these  reports  are  familiar  with  the  prominent  and  active  Masons 
in  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  like  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  doings 
of  prominent  Companions  throughout  the  land,  as  well  as  to  know  what  the 
Grand  Bodies  are  doing.  We  must  confess  we  do  not  like  their  improved 
methods.  Give  due  mention  of  prominent  Masons  in  other  jurisdictions, 
and  your  reports  will  be  more  fully  appreciated  by  the  Companions  in  your 
own  jurisdiction,  for  whose  benefit  these  reports  are  supposed  to  be 
written.” 

We  take  the  liberty  of  copying  Comp.  Mayo’s  table  of  sta¬ 
tistics  which  we  find  under  Missouri  with  the  comment : 

“His  (Companion  William  H.  Mayo’s)  annual  tables  of  statistics  are 
very  interesting  and  reliable.” 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  FOR  1902. 
Compiled  by  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Secretary  of  Missouri. 


Grand  Chapter. 

U-. 

.W  '/■ 

o 

O 

* 

Affiliated. 

Reinstated. 

£ 

hH 

Suspended  and 

F.xpelled. 

Died. 

Number  of 
Members. 

Alabama . 

39 

217 

78 

12 

51 

43 

IS 

1444 

Arizona . 

G 

40 

9 

2 

5 

10 

9 

368 

Arkansas . 

69 

174 

52 

27 

36 

96 

38 

2212 

California . 

71 

617 

141 

28 

67 

82 

133 

6620 

Colorado . 

34 

191 

60 

17 

40 

20 

39 

2906 

Connecticut .  .... 

40 

372 

13 

8 

6-5 

119 

113 

6247 

Delaware . 

4 

22 

1 

... 

5 

11 

745 

District  of  Columbia . 

11 

234 

37 

24 

45 

60 

51 

2841 

Florida . 

20 

79 

17 

4 

15 

26 

13 

824 

Georgia . 

112 

421 

63 

58 

137 

104 

56 

3865 

Illinois . . 

185 

1532 

147 

107 

281 

263 

261 

1S959 

Indiana  .  .  . 

102 

622 

109 

29 

171 

93 

143 

7873 

Indian  Territory . 

33 

200 

32 

5 

38 

7 

15 

1248 

Iowa . 

127 

584 

101 

56 

220 

99 

117 

S626 

Kansas . 

81 

422 

94 

37 

122 

87 

67 

5620 

Kentucky . 

81 

408 

40 

38 

86 

110 

67 

4459 

Louisiana . 

22 

169 

10 

9 

20 

19 

35 

1232 

Maine . 

56 

487 

12 

6 

37 

61 

98 

6974 

Maryland  .  . 

21 

240 

20 

10 

31 

17 

29 

2244 

Massachusetts . 

76 

917 

982 

... 

146 

193 

239 

16940 

Michigan . 

136 

836 

92 

33 

235 

169 

122 

14410 

Minnesota . 

62 

373 

60 

17 

100 

52 

60 

5606 

Mississippi* . 

60 

331 

34 

23 

34 

34 

49 

2083 

Missouri . 

98 

799 

126 

51 

190 

167 

130 

8446 

Montana .  . 

16 

91 

12 

o 

O 

15 

18 

11 

957 

Nebraska . 

53 

198 

36 

29 

67 

45 

41 

3143 

Nevada .  .  .  ... 

7 

15 

5 

2 

3 

2 

6 

309 

New  Hampshire.  . . 

25 

115 

119 

5 

27 

28 

60 

3678 

New  Jersey . 

38 

307 

23 

-  11 

37 

81 

50 

3739 

New  Mexico . 

10 

49 

13 

2 

7 

11 

7 

501 

New  York . . 

194 

1970 

143 

197 

228 

603 

386 

23289 

North  Carolina . 

18 

124 

21 

7 

21 

32 

13 

853 

North  Dakota .  . 

14 

99 

10 

3 

26 

10 

6 

1103 

Ohio . 

154 

1534 

211 

249 

223 

483 

263 

18212 

Oregon .  . 

25 

152 

25 

.  . 

14 

19 

25 

1628 

Pennsylvania . 

124 

1400 

122 

29 

107 

201 

363 

20141 

Rhode  Island . 

10 

157 

7 

50 

3 

24 

57 

2809 

South  Carolina . 

22 

98 

13 

1 

21 

22 

12 

818 

South  Dakota . 

28 

134 

23 

14 

40 

11 

17 

1723 

Tennessee . 

69 

179 

41 

12 

70 

24 

62 

2812 

Texas . 

167 

809 

152 

54 

314 

170 

118 

7868 

Vermont1 . 

27 

277 

8 

1 

18 

14 

49 

3187 

Virginia . 

43 

311 

37 

19 

80 

48 

57 

3398 

Washington .  . 

23 

191 

55 

3 

37 

32 

16 

1563 

West  Virginia  .  : . 

27 

330 

12 

17 

31 

34 

27 

9S!H 

Wisconsin . 

76 

390 

60 

22 

129 

99 

97 

6475 

General  Grand  Chapter* . 

20 

75 

17 

2 

29 

6 

11 

1176 

Total . 

2736 

19142 

3495 

1333 

3724 

3953 

3676 

244707 

*  From  Table  of  1901. 
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Under  New  Hampshire  and  on  the  subject  of  adopting  and 
recording  Marks,  he  notes  that  the  Grand  High  Priest : 

“Recommended  that  the  Grand  Chapter  adopt  regulations  requiring  all 
Mark  Master  Masons,  before  exaltation,  to  select  a  Mark  and  deposit  the 
same  with  the  Secretary,  which  recommendation  was  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Chapter.  We  are  a  little  surprised  to  learn  that  such  a  regulation  had  not 
been  in  force  before  in  as  old  a  jurisdiction  as  New  Hampshire.  Iowa  has 
required  Mark  Masters  to  select  their  marks  before  exaltation  for  years 
past,  and  the  regulation  is  enforced,  too.  It  is  a  good  step  to  take,  although 
a  little  late  in  the  day.” 

We  quote  the  above  because  of  the  recent  action  of  Grand 
Chapter  in  Pennsylvania  requiring  the  recording  of  Marks 
before  advancement. 

Pennsylvania  is  fully  reviewed.  Referring  to  the  above  sub¬ 
ject  he  says : 

“They  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  enforce  the  law  requiring  a  Mark 
Master  Mason  to  select  and  record  his  mark  within  a  specified  time. 

“If  you  would  require  him  to  choose  and  present  his  Mark  for  record 
in  the  Lodge  Book  of  Marks  before  exaltation,  you  would  have  no  further 
trouble.  That  is  the  method  we  pursue  in  Iowa,  and  it  works  satisfac¬ 
torily.” 

This  we  have  now  done. 

He  kindly  says  of  our  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
that : 

“The  entire  report  is  very  interesting  reading,  and  is  a  complete  review 
of  the  Royal  Craft  throughout  the  Masonic  world.” 

In  a  very  readable  “Resume”  Comp.  Cleveland  says : 

“We  have  carefully  read,  and  endeavored  to  condense,  the  printed 
Proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  are  pleased  to  find  that,  with 
hardly  an  exception,  Capitular  Masonry  is  enjoying  a  period  of  continued 
prosperity.  The  growth  in  membership  is  steady,  and  the  financial  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapters  throughout  the  land  is  healthy  and  satisfactory. 
There  is  no  material  change  in  the  relative  positions  of  the  several  Grand 
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Chapters  in  regard  to  total  membership ;  Iowa  still  stands  seventh  in  the 
list.  Under  such  pleasing  conditions  the  Correspondents  find  little  that  is 
new  or  startling  in  the  Proceedings  of  other  jurisdictions  to  criticise  or 
comment  upon.  This  is  a  large  country,  with  a  wide  diversity  of  tastes  and 
opinions ;  we  are  all  more  or  less  creatures  of  our  environments,  largely 
influenced  by  our  surroundings,  sometimes  causing  us  to  form  opinions 
diametrically  opposed  to  those  of  others,  naturally  leading  us  to  interpret 
the  laws  and  practices  as  best  suits  our  conditions,  and  thus  we  find  a  few 
subjects  upon  which  the  Correspondents  honestly  differ,  sometimes  pro¬ 
voking  able  and  spirited  discussions,  which  prove  both  interesting  and  in¬ 
structive.  We  will  briefly  refer  to  some  of  the  most  important  of  them  for 
the  information  of  the  Companions  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  under  sepa¬ 
rate  heads.” 

Then  follows  under  topical  heads  a  running  comment  of  the 
several  questions  that  have  been  agitating  the  Capitular  world, 
or  rather  the  corps  of  correspondence  reporters,  which  com¬ 
ments  we  would  like  to  quote  entire.  We  are  deterred  how¬ 
ever  for  two  very  good  reasons,  one  is  want  of  space,  the 
other  because  Comp.  Cleveland  deprecates  a  too  free  use  of 
the  scissors. 

For  ourselves  let  us  say  that  we  bless  the  shears  which  en¬ 
able  us  to  cull  so  many  good  thoughts  from  so  many  good 
fellows.  We  admit  being  open  to  the  charge  of  a  liberal,  a 
very  liberal  use  of  these  aids,  but  we  deny  that  a  paucity  of 
ideas  is  the  cause.  The  cock  on  the  dung-hill  scratched  up 
a  jewel  and  sighed  because  it  was  not  a  grain  of  corn.  But 
we  know  a  jewel  when  we  see  it  and  want  the  Companions 
cf  Pennsylvania  who  read  our  report  to  enjoy  the  glittering 
gems  which  the  scissors  enable  us  to  submit  for  their  in¬ 
spection.  - 

George  R.  Turner,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alf.  Wingate,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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KANSAS. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Kansas  inform  us  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Kansas  convened  in  its  Thirty-eighth  Annual 
Convocation  at  the  Scottish  Rite  Cathedral,  in  the  City  of 
Wichita,  Kansas,  on  Monday,  February  16,  A.  D.  1903,  A. 
I.  2433,  at  3  o’clock  P.  M. 

M.  E.  Edward  W.  Wellington,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
sented  the  annual  address,  from  which  we  quote  the  follow¬ 
ing  : 

“The  pleasure  I  have  in  publicly  welcoming  you  to  this,  our  thirty-eighth 
Annual  Convocation,  is  as  naught  compared  to  that  boundless  gratification 
and  joy  which  we  all  must  feel  as  friends  and  companions,  in  the  personal 
greetings,  and  pleasant  smiles,  and  hearty  hand-shakes  that  come  from  those 
whom  we  have  learned  to  love  and  respect  as  true  and  tried  friends.  The 
friendships  formed  at  these  annual  gatherings  have  been  the  comfort  and 
support  of  many  a  tired  soul,  and  will,  I  trust,  ever  remain  as  among  the 
pleasantest  recollections  of  our  lives.” 

Speaking  of  the  Kansas  Masonic  Home  he  says : 

“The  term  of  office  of  our  Director  of  the  Kansas  Masonic  Home 
having  expired,  it  was  my  pleasure,  on  January  17,  1903,  to  reappoint 
M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  E.  Torrington  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  said  Home,  January  27,  1903. 

“In  this  connection  I  ask  your  consideration  of  a  matter  which  I  believe 
is  of  interest  to  the  Masons  of  Kansas,  and  for  the  good  of  the  Home. 

“The  Kansas  Masonic  Home  is  now  governed  by  a  Board  of  Directors 
consisting  of  nine  members,  five  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  one  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  one  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  one  by 
the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  and  one  by  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  This  Board  is,  in  my  judgment,  too  bulky  for  efficient  ser¬ 
vice,  and  unnecessarily  expensive.  The  Grand  Lodge  and  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  are  the  only  bodies  that  at  present  contribute  ma/terially  to 
the  support  of  the  Home,  and  I  see  no  good  reason  why  the  other  bodies 
should  continue  to  have  representation  on  the  Board  to  the  detriment  of  the 
Home  itself.  A  Board  of  five  members,  four  from  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
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one  from  the  Eastern  Star,  would  accomplish  equally  as  good,  if  not 
better,  results,  and  materially  reduce  expenses.  I  recommend,  therefore, 
that  this  Grand  Chapter,  if  possible,  surrender  its  rights  to  representation  on 
the  Kansas  Masonic  Home  Board  whenever  similar  action  shall  be  taken  by 
the  Grand  Commandery  and  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.” 

R.  E.  Thomas  L.  Bond  thus  beautifully  opens  his  report  for 
the  Committee  on  Necrology: 

“The  mallet  and  chisel  serve  no  nobler  purpose  than  when  they  carve 
for  us  the  tablets  of  our  dead.  It  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  pqecious 
memory  and  deep  regret  that  we  put  them  to  this  sacred  service.  Friend 
after  friend  departs,  the  vision  of  the  friend  remains,  but  with  terrible  force 
is  the  fact  driven  home  that  we,  and  the  places  that  knew  them,  shall  know 
them  on  earth  no  more  forever.  The  severance  of  these  ties,  one  after 
another,  welds  more  closely  the  bonds  between  those  who  remain. 

“  ‘Hearts  that  the  world  in  vain  has  tried 

By  common  sorrows  are  more  closely  tied.’ 

“The  sacred  duty  which  we  thus  perform  has  in  it,  in  turn,  a  blessing 
for  us  all.  As  our  hearts  are  filled  with  loving  memories  of  the  dead,  let 
these  make  the  hand-clasp  warmer  and  the  greeting  more  sincere  for  the 
living. 

“Masonry  is  more  than  beautiful  ceremonies  or  abstract  truths.  It  is  a 
society,  and  as  such  a  bond  of  union.  Its  ceremonies  are  most  impressive, 
its  lessons  are  timely  and  essential,  but  they  are  nothing  compared  to  the  bond 
of  human  sympathy  and  interest  that  unites  and  draws  its  votaries  together. 
The  majestic  principles  upon  which  Masonry  is  built,  known  only  to  the 
elect,  are  but  the  foundation  upon  which  the  superstructure  is  erected. 
The  elaborate  ritual  is  only  an  incident  in  the  succession  of  experiences  in 
which  we  attempt  and  approach  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Ours  is — 

“  ‘Friendship,  mysterious  cement  of  the  soul, 

Sweetener  of  life  and  solder  of  society.’ 

“In  Masonry,  then,  there  is  large  place  for  sentiment,  and  one  of  the 
noblest  sentiments  of  the  human  heart  is  sorrow  for  the  dead.  The  memory 
of  our  dead  is  blessed  and  shall  forever  flourish  in  immortal  green.  It  is  a 
glorious  commentary  on  our  Institutions  that  this  sentiment  finds  so  large 
a  place  in  them.  There  are  lines  in  human  features  that  can  be  traced  only 
by  tears.  There  are  noble  elements  of  character  that  are  evolved  only  from 
bleeding  hearts,  and  the  vitality  of  our  Order  rests  upon  the  recognition  of 
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this  among  other  essential  laws  of  our  being.  So,  then,  while  we  commit 
their  bodies  to  the  ground,  and  commend  their  spirits  unto  God  who  gave 
them,  we  also  cherish  their  memories  here. 

“The  ravages  of  death  are  felt  more  keenly  as  we  count  the  sprigs  of 
acacia  set  over  the  graves  of  the  year  just  closed.  The  gleanings  of  the 
grim  Reaper  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  Order.  As  it  grows  His 
harvests  are  proportionately  large.  The  past  year  lengthened  the  list  of 
Companions  gathered  to  their  rest.  The  narrow  house  has  been  opened  for 
forty-four  Chapters,  and  therein  have  been  laid  the  mortal  remains  of 
eighty  Companions.  Never  has  this  visitation  been  so  general,  and  never  so 
large  the  number  laid  away.  Among  them  are  those  whom  we  have  been 
wont  to  honor,  and  some  upon  whom  the  purple  of  the  Order  has  been 
lovingly  laid,  and  by  whom  it  had  been  worthily  worn.  To  some  the  call 
has  seemed  to  come  untimely;  others  have  been  summoned  when  the  days 
of  their  years  were  full.  They  have  gone  from  the  shadows  and  sorrows 
of  this  life  into  the  light  and  joy  of  life  eternal.” 

Companion  William  Ml  Shaver  presents  the  report  on  for¬ 
eign  correspondence. 

Pennsylvania  is  kindly  and  very  fully  reviewed,  he  devoting 
three  pages  to  the  work  in  addition  to  the  preamble,  which 
for  a  perfect  specimen  of  condensed  information  we  repro¬ 
duce  : 

“1795— PENNSYLVANIA— 1901. 

io6th  Year.  Philadelphia. 

Quarterly  Communications  of  March  7,  June  6,  September  5 
and  December  5,  and  Annual  Communication  of  December  27, 

1901. 

124  Chapters.  19,261  Members.  Net  increase:  842. 

3  Mark  Lodges.  743  Members.  Net  decrease:  43. 

“Membership.— Changes :  ‘Marked,  etc.,’  1,327;  admitted,  131 ;  restored, 
71;  died,  304;  resigned,  136;  suspended  or  expelled,  247.” 

He  quotes  from  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Edward  B.  Spen¬ 
cer’s  address  and  from  Comp.  Jacobs'  preamble  to  the  corres¬ 
pondence  report. 

Frank  E.  Davis,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  M.  Shaver,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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KENTUCKY. 

The  Proceedings  for  October  20,  1903,  inform  us  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  held  its 
Annual  Convention  in  the  Chapter  Room  of  ‘‘The  Masonic” 
(recently  erected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky),  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  October  20,  1903,  A.  I.  2433,  and  was  opened 
in  ample  form  at  7.30  o’clock  P.  M. 

M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  John  W.  Landrum,  de¬ 
livered  the  annual  address. 

The  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp.  James  W. 
Staton  came  as  a  severe  blow  to  the  fraternity  in  Kentucky  and 
to  the  wide  circle  of  friends  in  almost  every  jurisdiction.  The 
Grand  Master  thus  touchingly  alludes  to  this  great  loss : 

“The  death  of  Bro.  Staton  is  a  great  misfortune  to  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity  of  the  State.  He  was  a  most  earnest  and  zealous  member  in  all  the 
Masonic  bodies.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  he  had  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  affairs 
of  other  jurisdictions  which  was  probably  not  equaled  by  that  of  any 
other  man  in  the  State,  and  by  few  in  any  State  or  country.  His  judg¬ 
ment  was  sound  and  trustworthy,  and  as  an  adviser  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  matters  pertaining  to  his  specialty  he  was  extremely  useful.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  his  position  in  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Council.  He 
was  prepared  also  to  do  his  share  of  the  general  work,  but  in  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  other  jurisdictions  he^was  without  a  rival.” 

The  following  sketch  of  his  life  and  services  from  the  pen 
of  R.  W.  Bro.  Henry  B.  Grant  is  taken  from  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

“James  William  Staton  was  born  in  Mason  county,  Ky.,  May  27,  1835. 
He  attended  the  common  school  and  academy  of  his  own  county,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  his  father. 

“Since  1856  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Brooksville,  Bracken  county, 
and  its  vicinity.  In  1857  he  was  employed  in  the  Circuit  and  County 
Clerk’s  offices,  and  served  as  County  Surveyor  for  eight  years,  and  Master 
Commissioner  for  more  than  thirty  years,  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
for  eighteen  years,  and  Trustee  of  the  Jury  Fund,  with  other  offices  of 
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honor,  responsibility  and  profit.  He  procured  a  printing  outfit,  set  about 
mastering  the  practical  part  of  the  business,  and  became  a  job  printer  and 
publisher. 

“Bro.  Staton  was  made  a  Mason  in  Brooksville  Lodge,  No.  154,  August 
18,  1858,  and  served  as  its  Master  for  several  years.  He  wrote  the  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  from  1881  to  1892,  except  one  year,  and  after 
occupying  the  principal  stations  in  Grand  Lodge  he  was  elected  and  in¬ 
stalled  Grand  Master  in  October,  1893.  He  has  also  served  on  the  Library 
Committee,  as  member  or  chairman,  ever  since  it  wTas  created. 

“Bro.  Staton  was  exalted  in  Bracton  Chapter,  No.  96,  served  as  its 
High  Priest  for  twenty  years,  and  became  Grand  High  Priest  in  1876,  and 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  1887. 

“He  received  the  Cryptic  degrees  in  Maysville  Council,  No.  36  (1868), 
was  elected  Master  thereof  in  1887,  served  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Correspondence  since  1887,  and  became  Grand  Master  in  1888. 

“Bro.  Staton  was  dubbed  a  Knight  Templar  in  Covington  Commandery, 
No  7,  in  1878,  and  received  the  Scottish  Rite  to  the  32d  degree  in  1887;  was 
elected  Knight  Commander  of  the  Court  of  Honor  in  1888,  and  crowned 
as  an  honorary  33d  degree  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  Southern  Jurisdiction,  May  25,  1891,  in  Louisville. 

“Bro.  Staton  is  an  active  member  and  office  bearer  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  is  honest,  frank,  pronounced  in  cases,  and  highly 
respected  in  his  church  and  community. 

“He  married  Miss  Caroline  M.  T.  West,  October  5,  1859,  and  has  had 
six  children:  Robert  E.,  Halbert  W.,  Joseph  E.,  Carroll  A.,  Carrie  Jane 
and  James  W.,  Jr.,  all  living. 

“Bro  Staton  is  President  of  the  Masonic  Collector’s  Association,  and 
has  one  of  the  best  private  Masonic  libraries  in  the  world,  and  is  no  doubt 
one  of  the  best  informed  men  on  Masonic  publications. 

“He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Congress  which  met  in  Chicago, 
August,  1893,  as  a  delegate  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  and  has 
ever  been  zealous  as  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  church. 

“This  sketch  brings  us  down  to  the  time  when  Bro.  Staton  was  elected 
Grand  Master.  In  1898  he  was  again  appointed  by  Judge  Reginald  H. 
Thompson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and 
was  reappointed  every  year  thereafter  up  to  and  including  last  October. 
On  August  21,  1898,  after  the  death  of  Companion  L.  D.  Croninger,  Com¬ 
panion  Staton  was  appointed  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Council,  was  elected 
in  the  fall  of  that  year,  and  by  successive  re-election  continued  to  hold  it 
until  his  death. 

“On  January  8,  1898,  Bro.  Staton  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  esti¬ 
mable  wife,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  happy  wedlock  for  more  than 
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thirty-eight  years.  This  was  a  sad  blow  to  him,  from  which  he  never  fully 
recovered. 

“Sincere  sorrow  will  be  felt  in  this  and  other  jurisdictions  on  account 
of  the  death  of  Bro.  Staton.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  Masons  in 
the  country,  and  wherever  known  was  esteemed  and  loved-  He  will  be 
greatly  missed. 

LAST  HONORS  TO  BRO.  STATON. 

“On  June  30,  a  special  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  at 
Brooksville,  with  Past  Grand  Master  J.  Soule  Smith,  as  Grand  Master, 
and  a  full  list  of  Grand  Officers  appointed  for  the  occasion.  The  acting 
Grand  Master  announced  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  pay  the 
last  honors  to  Bro.  Staton. 

“A  procession  was  then  formed,  which  marched  to  the  late  residence 
of  the  deceased,  and  afterward  to  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  where  services 
were  held  by  the  pastor.  The  remains  were  then  taken  to  the  cemetery 
and  interred  with  the  ceremonies  of  the  fraternity. 

“A  large  crowd  was  present,  both  of  Masons  and  of  other  friends  of 
the  deceased-” 

Comp.  H.  B.  Grant,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  presents  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence.  It  has  been  to  him  a  labor  of  love 
as  the  following*  preamble  shows : 

“At  a  banquet  in  Paris,  Ky.,  June  10th,  after  Grand  Master  Jno.  W. 
Landrum  (who  is  also  Grand  High  Priest)  had  laid  the  corner  stone  of 
the  Bourbon  County  Courthouse,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Staton  was  stricken 
with  paralysis,  and  was  in  so  serious  a  state  that  grave  doubts  were  enter¬ 
tained  of  his  recovery.  Therefore,  I  have  agreed  to  prepare  the  reports- 
on  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  for  him.  Alas !  he  did  not  sur¬ 
vive,  but  my  task  shall  be  completed  and  I  hereby  assign  to  his  daughter 
whatever  compensation  may  be  awarded  for  the  work. 

“Depressed  by  the  situation,  and  doubtful  as  to  results,  I  enter  upon 
the  duties  and  may  take  occasion  to  discuss  the  differences  in  law  and 
usage — because  ‘by  the  abrasion  of  minds,  truth  is  evolved.’  Besides, 
this  will  be  my  last  Report  on  Correspondence,  hence  my  only  chance  for 
a  friendly  bout  with  the  Corps.” 

Comp.  Grant  has  opinions  on  the  liquor  question  and  is  not 
afraid  to  express  them  as  witness  the  following  under  Ar¬ 
kansas  : 
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“The  Grand  High  Priest  decided  that  a  Companion  engaged  in  selling 
liquor  could  not  demit  to  avoid  action  by  the  Chapter,  but  the  law  must 
be  enforced.  The  Jurisdiction  Committee  recommended  (Grand  Chapter 
concurring)  that  if  there  was  no  complaint,  the  liquor  seller  was  entitled 
to  a  demit.  True,  but  the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  effect,  required  com¬ 
plaint  to  be  made.  I  rather  liked  his  ruling.  One  fellow  may  do  as  he 
pleases  in  this  ‘land  of  the  free’  so  long  as  his  doing  does  not  prove  the 
undoing  or  damage  of  some  other  fellow  who  also  has  rights  that  should 
be  respected.  Liquor  selling  often  proves  the  undoing  of  Masons,  hence 
it  is  fair  to  exclude  those  who  so  grievously  wrong  the  community  and 
our  fraternity,  as  well  as  degrade  both.” 

Speaking  of  the  restoration  of  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  under 
Canada  we  find  this  interesting  bit  of  reading : 

“Kentucky  M.  E.  M.’s  will  understand  what  has  been  restored. 

“But  I  would  like  to  know  how  the  placing  of  a  keystone  in  an  arch 
can  be  a  ‘completion  of  the  task’  of  building  a  Temple,  entitling  the  work¬ 
men  to  rest,  and  a  reward,  putting  off  the  badge  (apron?)  of  labor?  Did 
any  one,  at  any  time,  ever  see  a  building  completed  by  the  placing  of  a 
keystone  in  an  arch?  What  is  the  arch  for?  Is  it  not  to  support  some¬ 
thing  above  it?  If  so,  the  keystone  simply  completes  the  arch — probably 
over  an  opening — that  the  walls  or  that  part  of  the  building  may  be  sup¬ 
ported.  Is  not  pressure  upon  the  arch,  something  built  upon  it  after  the 
keystone  is  placed,  essential  to  give  the  arch  supporting  strength?  If  so, 
the  completion  of  the  arch,  any  arch,  does  not,  by  any  means,  complete 
the  structure,  hence  that  is  not  the  time  to  rest  or  lay  aside  the  apron  and 
tools.  The  seating  or  placing  a  ‘cope-stone,’  or  cape-stone,  which  Mackey’s 
Cyclopedia  says  ‘is  the  topmost  stone  of  a  building,’  therefore  must  be 
the  last  stone  laid  to  complete  the  walls  and,  symbolically,  the  building.” 

The  scissor  question  is  up  again.  Under  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  we  clip  the  following: 

“His  report  is  chiefly  clippings,  which,  in  some  respects,  is  the  most 
satisfactory,  because  the  precise  words  are  given  without  a  sometimes 
unavoidable  coloring  in  the  reduction  process.  I  find  it  difficult  to  use 
the  scissors  and  work  the  condenser,  as  I  am  trying  to  do.  The  boiling 
down  process  requires  time  and  brains.  Well,  I’m  not  a  success  as  a 
condenser — that’s  all.” 

There  are  so  many  good  things  said  by  Comp.  Grant  that 
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our  very  pen  itches  to  copy  them  and  our  scissors  yawn  to 
clip  the  tempting  morsels,  while  our  paste-pot  stands  ready  to 
affix  them  to  our  reportorial  pad.  But  we  read  on  and  refuse 
to  be  tempted.  Finally  we  reach  Pennsylvania,  which  Comp. 
Grant  takes  two  and  a  half  pages  to  review.  He  notices  at 
once  that  we  of  Pennsylvania  alone  are  “Holy”  and  is  evi¬ 
dently  “on”  to  our  archaic  language.  He  does  not  think 
Grand  Chapter  should  monkey  with  a  “subordinate’s”  or  “con¬ 
stituent's”  finances.  Of  Comp.  Spencer’s  address  he  says : 

“In  the  address  of  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Edward  B.  Spencer,  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  welcome  the  Companions  to  their  own  meet¬ 
ing — as  the  custom  of  many  is.  However,  he  did  say  ‘sister’  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter — when  there  is  not  a  sister  in  the  whole  lot.  They’re  all  Fellows  of 
the  Craft,  and  good  fellows,  too.  Why  not  say,  ‘fellow  Grand  Chapters?’ 

“He  decided  that  the  use  of  monitors,  or  rituals,  in  conferring  degrees 
is  unlawful.  That’s  good  doctrine.” 

He  also  goes  for  us  thusly : 

“A  Chapter  conferred  degrees  on  a  petitioner  contrary  to  the  constitu¬ 
tion  (wherein  is  not  very  clear  to  one  not  familiar  with  the  law),  and  the 
Grand  High  Priest  declared  the  action  ‘void,’  directing  the  petitioner’s 
name  to  be  stricken  from  the  roll.  The  brother  had  received  the  secrets 
past  recall.  If  the  degrees  were  so  illegally  conferred,  who  was  at  fault, 
the  Chapter  or  the  candidate?  If  the  former,  should  the  latter  be  pun¬ 
ished  or  degraded?  If  the  Chapter  (presumed  to  know  the  law)  was  not 
bound,  the  petitioner  (who  ‘followed  his  guide’)  is  not  bound  by  the  cove¬ 
nants  ;  therefore,  may  tell  what  he  saw  and  heard.  If  one  is  not  bound 
by  its  acts  and  assurances,  expressed  or  implied,  the  other  is  not  bound 
by  his  promises  based  on  those  assurances.” 

The  Chapter  was  at  fault,  of  course,  or  its  action  would  not 
have  been  declared  “null  and  void.” 

The  petitioner  was  not  degraded :  he  simply  suffered  with 
the  guilty,  as  all  men  have  suffered  since  Adam’s  fall.  But 
the  offending  Chapter  hastened  to  repair  its  fault;  did  what 
it  should  have  done  in  the  first  instance  and  the  Petitioner  re- 
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ceived  the  degrees  he  petitioned  for  in  due  form.  The  obliga¬ 
tion  assumed  by  a  petitioner  is  voluntarily  assumed.  He  is 
bound  thereby  though  every  tenet  and  landmark  might  be 
violated  by  an  ignorant  body  of  chartered  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
Grand  Chapter  is  the  fountain  head  of  authority  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  no  infraction  of  its  laws  will  be  permitted.  The 
subordinate  Chapter,  the  creature  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  is 
not  killed,  it  is  simply  admonished  and  compelled  to  conform 
to  the  ancient  usages,  customs  and  landmarks  of  the  fraternity. 

And  then  Comp.  Grant  goes  for  the  writer  in  this  vigorous 
style : 

“The  liquor  traffic  does  not  put  a  'sound  mind  in  a  sound  body/  but 
puts  a  diseased  mind  in  a  sound  body,  making  the  latter  unsound.  It  fills 
prisons ;  robs  innocent  women  and  children  of  health,  happiness  and  the 
necessaries  of  life;  debauches  youth  and  virtue;  increases  taxation;  dis¬ 
turbs  the  peace ;  promotes  crime ;  provokes  murder ;  prostitutes  the  ballot ; 
bribes  Legislatures,  and  has  caused  the  loss  of  more  in  blood,  happiness 
and  treasure  than  any  other  one  thing  on  God’s  green  earth.  It  has  not 
accomplished  a  moiety  of  good  in  comparison.  Any  other  drug  or  things 
that  had  half  the  bad  effects  would  be  damned  by  public  opinion  and  pro¬ 
hibited  by  law. 

“I  am  not  a  'temperance  lecturer’  or  a  total  abstainer,  but  take  a  little 
corn  juice  for  the  stomach’s  sake,  or  because  it  pleases  me.  Yet  I  admit 
the  damnable  traffic  is  like  the  old  ‘God-given’  slavery  question  of  ante¬ 
bellum  days — upheld,  as  a  rule,  by  prejudice  or  profit.  ‘The  use  and  not 
the  abuse,’  is  plausible,  theoretically  it  is  correct ;  but  it  don’t  pan  out  in 
King  Alcohol’s  domain. 

“The  Mason  who  sells  his  brother  man  drink  or  drugs,  or  clothing,  or 
provisions,  when  he  knows  they  will  bring  disgrace,  or  poverty,  or  misery, 
or  crime,  does  not  ‘obey  the  moral  law,’  nor  do  to  his  brother,  his  wife 
and  children  as  he  would  have  his  brother  do  to  him  and  his.” 

But  calmly  and  dispassionately,  we  still  think  Comp.  Grant, 
and  the  many  who  agree  with  him,  confounds  the  cause  with 
its  misuse.  He  ’fesses  up  that  he  takes  “a  little  corn  juice  for 
the  stomach’s  sake,  or  because  it  pleases”  him.  If  he  didn’t 
and  no  one  else  ever  did  there  would  be  no  licfuor  traffic.  If 
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all  men  did  as  he  does  there  would  be  no  “death  and  damna¬ 
tion”  business  but  all  things  would  be  done  decently  and  in 
order. 

But  we  hasten  on  until : 

“AT  LAST,  THE  LAST !” 

“  ‘What’s  done  can  not  be  undone.’  What  is  writ,  is  writ.  If  I  have 
spoken  plainly,  I  did  it  hoping  to  suggest  something  that  seemed  to  be 
better  than  that  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  erroneous  usage  or  practice, 
and  nothing  has  been  set  down  in  malice  or  with  an  unkindly  feeling.  .  ‘We 
are  all  poor  critters,’  as  Mrs.  Caudle  sagely  remarked,  and  all  need  a  little 
prodding. 

“Though  not  the  first,  this  is  my  last  ‘Report  on  Correspondence’  I  shall 
write.  It  was  undertaken  to  help  a  friend  who  has  left  us,  alas.” 

and  as  this  decision  appears  to  be  final  we  say  farewell  with 
sincere  regret. 

Robert  R.  Burnam,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  B.  Grant,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Proceedings  inform  us  that  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  con¬ 
vened  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  New  Orleans,  Tuesday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  3,  1903,  at  12  o’clock  M. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  R.  W.  Allen,  delivered  the 
annual  address.  Speaking  of  the  state  of  the  Order,  he  says : 

“Under  this  head  I  am  able  to  report  a  healthy  progress.  No  Chapter 
has  surrendered  its  charter  and  two  new  Chapters  have  been  organized 
under  auspicious  circumstances.  New  names  have  been  added  to  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  old  Chapters ;  in  fact,  most  of  the  subordinate  bodies  have 
been  active  in  presenting  new  material,  and  in  disseminating  with  good 
results  the  truths  and  salutary  doctrines  of  our  mystic  faith. 

“Up  to  the  date  of  this  writing  22  Chapters  have  made  returns  and  paid 
dues,  which  shows  an  increase  of  membership  of  126  over  that  of  the 
previous  years.” 
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We  quote  the  following  decision  and  agree  with  it:  but  the 
case  is  so  novel  and  is  such  a  commentary  on  careless  and  ir¬ 
regular  methods  that  it  is  worthy  of  note : 

“A  person  who  had  been  a  member  of  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Texas  applied  for  affiliation  in  a 
Chapter  in  this  State.  He  had  no  demit.  The  Chapter  of  which  he  had 
been  a  member  in  Texas  had  become  extinct.  It  did  not  deposit  its  books 
and  papers  with  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas.  The 
officers  of  the  Grand  Body  could  give  no  information  of  the  standing  of 
the  applicant.  He  had  a  certificate  of  the  Companion  who  had  been  the 
Secretary  of  the  defunct  Chapter.  I  was  asked  to  decide  whether  a  Chap¬ 
ter  in  this  jurisdiction  could  receive  and  entertain  an  application  for  af¬ 
filiation  based  upon  the  above  stated  facts  alone.  I  ruled  that  the  appli¬ 
cation  could  not  be  entertained;  that  a  certificate  of  good  standing  from 
one  who  had  been  the  Secretary  of  a  Chapter  which  had  passed  out  of 
existence  could  not  have  the  force  of  a  regular  demit;  that  a  demit  eman¬ 
ating  from  a  live  Chapter  was  necessary,  or,  if  the  Chapter  were  dead, 
authentic  information  having  the  force  of  a  demit,  emanating  from  the 
proper  officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas,  should  be  produced.” 

When  Mr.  M'icawber  said  to  David  Copperfield :  “Annual 
income  twenty  pounds,  annual  expenditure  nineteen  nineteen 
six,  result  happiness.  Annual  income  twenty  pounds,  annual 
expenditure  twenty  pounds  ought  and  six,  result  misery. 
The  blossom  is  blighted,  the  leaf  is  withered,  the  god  of  day 
goes  down  upon  the  dreary  scene  and — and,  in  short,  you  are 
forever  floored.  As  I  am !”  he  uttered  a  deep  philosophical  truth. 
So  when  we  read  the  Grand  Treasurer  R.  E.  Comp.  George 
J.  Pinckard’s  report  and  find  that  the  income  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Louisiana  for  1902  was  $1,704.00  and  the  expendi¬ 
ture  $1,608.15,  we  can  safely  exclaim  with  McCawber,  “Result 
happiness.” 

From  the  Grand  Secretary’s  returns  we  learn  that  Louisiana 
has  a  Capitular  membership  of  1377. 

Comp.  Herman  C.  Duncan  furnishes  the  very  interesting  re¬ 
port  on  foreign  correspondence.  We  quote  the  following  open- 
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ing  paragraphs,  with  the  thoughts  and  sentiments  of  which 
we  wholly  agree : 

“Your  committee  have  carefully  examined  all  of  these  volumes  and 
take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  Craft  everywhere  satisfied  with  their  wages. 
Matters  of  interest  develop  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  of  these  we 
take  pleasure  in  making  report.  The  jurisprudence  of  the  Craft  is  gradu¬ 
ally  solidifying  into  a  compact  code,  and  as  the  Correspondence  Corps  is 
an  element  in  the  digestive  apparatus  that  is  producing  this  common  law, 
common  in  the  sense  of  universal,  we  make  our  dutiful  contribution  of 
criticism.  This  is  the  reason  for  our  comments  and  this  the  spirit  in 
which  they  are  evolved — that  the  accepted  precepts  may  be  as  just  and 
as  true  as  possible.  Many  a  time  the  august  teaching  of  our  art  is  clothed 
in  imagery  that  is  beautiful  and  wonderfully  attractive  because  so  beautiful. 
To  read  such  language  is  at  once  refreshing  and  an  aid  to  the  teachers  of 
the  art.  For  these  causes,  therefore,  we  have  quoted  such  ornate  speeches 
as  we  have  found. 

“Working  on  these  lines,  we  have  formulated  this  report.  Taking  each 
volume  as  it  has  fallen  to  us  in  the  alphabetical  order,  we  have  carefully 
examined  it,  and  submit  the  thoughts  that  such  perusal  have  brought  us, 
in  so  far  as  they  seem  appropriate  and  necessary,  to  the  carrying  out  of 
the  objects  of  such  a  report  as  this  is. 

“To  speak  the  truth  in  love — to  insist  on  historic  accuracy — to  recall 
to  Masonic  principle  those  who  shoot  awide — to  commend  the  use  of  re¬ 
discovered  remedies  for  the  evils  of  lack  of  knowledge,  or  for  the  evils  of 
misapplied  knowledge — to  do  some  good  and  to  minister  in  some  measure 
to  the  welfare  of  our  Companions  of  Louisiana,  these  be  our  ambitions, 
these  our  beacon  inspirators  wafting  their  breath  of  light  across  the  waves 
of  this  troublesome  life.  That  our  labors  to  promote  the  welfare  and  to 
build  again  the  tabernacle  of  the  Royal  Craft  may  not  go  unrewarded,  but 
may  find  their  fruition  in  the  bringing  of  all  sojourners  into  that  condition 
of  wonderful  power  which  is  the  resultant  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
that  condition  of  power  which  the  ancient  rabbins  blindly  were  straining 
to  interpret  when  they  told  of  the  strange  and  wonder-working  power 
which  the  ability  to  pronounce  aright  the  Ineffable  Name  would  bring. 

“The  meaning  of  the  fable  of  the  power  of  the  Word  is  evident  at  this 
dajr.  The  hard  lines  of  the  inventor  lie  in  the  days  of  his  ignorance  of 
the  character  of  the  power  he  would  control  and  direct.  His  task  lightens 
as  he  grows  in  the  knowledge  of  the  mysterious  power.  When  he  reaches 
the  chamber  where  it  is  revealed  in  all  its  amplitude,  then  his  work  is 
that  of  application  only  and  a  comparatively  easy  one. 
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“We  have  written  in  the  past  and  write  now  to  bring  as  best  we  may 
all  Craftsmen  to  the  light — to  the  truth — to  the  fount  of  knowledge,  to 
the  end  that  their  burdens  in  the  building  of  the  temples  of  their  inner 
lives  may  be  lightened  and  eased  until  they  shall  be  as  the  inventor  that 
knows  his  power,  and  is  concerned  alone  in  his  rightful  application.” 

Under  Montana  we  quote  re  the  General  Grand  Chapter : 

“We  do  not  agree  with  Comp.  Hedges  that  the  chief  reason  for  the  be¬ 
ing  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  to  charter  Chapters  in  unoccupied 
territory.  Any  Grand  Chapter  can  do  that.  The  warrants  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Montana,  for  instance,  would  be  just  as  useful  for  the  Chapters 
of  Idaho,  Utah  and  Wyoming  as  those  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
and  the  same  is  true  of  Hawaii  and  Chili  and  China.  It  did  not  require 
a  General  Grand  Lodge  to  plant  Symbolic  Masonry  in  those  and  other 
parts,  and  no  more  is  a  General  Grand  Chapter  necessary  for  the  planting 
and  maintaining  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  those  Territories  and  States. 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  can  to-day  plant  a  Chapter  in  San 
Juan,  or  Manila,  or  Sitka,  and  its  warrant  would  serve  just  as  well  as 
that  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

“But  we  believe  that  the  usefulness  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  can 
be  defended  on  other  lines,  and  we  support  and  maintain  it  with  all  good 
will.  We  believe  that  its  being  could  be  better  defended  if  it  had  no  subor¬ 
dinates.  Its  elements  of  sovereignty  are  its  weakness.  Let  us  observe 
that  the  Germanic  League  and  the  Grand  Dieta  of  Mexico  are  objected  to 
by  the  best  Masonic  students,  because  they  have  absorbed  certain  of  the 
elements  of  sovereignty  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  their  alliance.  No 
consistent  student  can  defame  those  organizations  as  novelties  and  as  in¬ 
jurious,  and  at  the  same  time  claim  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  could 
harmlessly  absorb  any  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
United  States.  Let  us  rejoice,  therefore,  in  anticipating  the  coming  of 
that  day  when  every  element  of  sovereignty  shall  be  laid  aside  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Chapter.  Then  will  its  true  merit  be  clearly  discerned,  and 
its  worth  as  a  consultative  gathering  and  a  fraternizing  center  of  Ameri¬ 
can  unity  be  all  the  more  highly  esteemed.  We  value  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  we  long  to  see  the  day  when  its  character  shall  be  such — nay, 
rather  we  should  say,  the  method  of  its  administration  shall  be  such,  for 
we  have  but  one  very  slight  objection  to  any  of  the  articles  of  its  consti¬ 
tution — that  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  and  Texas  will  find  that  their 
places  are  at  its  council  board. 

“As  to  cost,  if  that  is  too  great,  it  is  very  evident  that  it  can  be  reduced, 
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for  the  money  spent  at  the  jeweler’s,  and  in  the  printing  office,  and  in  the 
way  of  some  salaries,  can  well  be  lessened-” 

We  pass  numerous  thoughts  we  would  like  to  quote  until  we 
come  to  Pennsylvania. 

Companion  Duncan  opens  in  this  wise : 

“In  the  installation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  it  is  noted  that  ‘all 
the  Companions  present  who  had  not  received  the  Order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood  retired.’  We  frankly  admit  that  we  do  not  know,  nor  can  we  imagine 
why  this  was  done.  It  would  seem  from  the  remaining  of  all  who  had 
received  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  that  that  order  was  then  conferred, 
but  we  are  restrained  from  thinking  that  M.  E.  Comp.  Spencer  had  not 
previously  received  that  order  from  the  fact  that  he  is  recorded  as  having 
been  previously  a  Grand  High  Priest.  We  shall  have  to  be  content,  how¬ 
ever,  to  remain  in  the  dark  unless  we  can  have  the  pleasure  of  personally 
witnessing  an  installation  of  Grand  High  Priest  in  Pennsylvania.  We  in 
Louisiana  have  no  ceremony  in  connection  with  an  installation  that  may 
not  be  known  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  fact,  no  ceremony  except  the 
grand  honors  that  is  not  printed  in  full  in  the  Monitors.” 

Pennsylvania  has  no  “Order  of  High  Priesthood”  as  a  dis¬ 
tinct  organization.  As  in  the  Lodge,  so  in  the  Chapter,  none 
but  those  who  have  already  been  passed  to  the  chair,  or  had 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  conferred  upon  them,  can  be 
present  at  the  passing  to  the  chair,  or  the  installation  of  a 
High  Priest.  The  Chapter  follows  Lodge  precedent  in  this 
matter.  But  there  is  this  distinction.  The  order  of  High 
Priesthood  can  only  be  conferred  on  an  elected  High  Priest, 
and  is  conferred  at  the  time  of  his  installation.  In  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  at  least,  it  is  the  only  distinction  that  can  not  be  bought. 
-  The  ceremony  of  installation,  etc.,  must  be  gone  through  with 
at  each  election,  notwithstanding  the  incumbent  may  have  been 
previously  installed  at  a  former  election. 

As  Comp.  Duncan  got  his  interrogation  point  started  on 
Pennsylvania  he  thus  continues  : 
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“We  note  the  following  decision  of  the  Grand  High  Priest: 

“  ‘A  second  ballot  cannot  be  taken  on  a  petition  for  membership,  but 
a  new  petition  may  be  presented  at  any  timed 

“When  a  second  ballot  is  generally  admitted  for  the  purpose  of  verifi¬ 
cation  in  the  case  of  an  applicant  for  degrees,  why  should  not  the  same 
rule  hold  for  an  applicant  for  membership?  In  the  former  case  it  is  ad¬ 
mitted  that  a  black  ball  may  be  cast  accidentally,  and  to  prove  that  it  is 
cast  intentionally  the  test  of  a  second  ballot  is  resorted  to.  But  may  not  a 
mistake  be  made  in  balloting  on  an  application  for  membership?  And  it 
so,  why  should  the  applicant  who  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  be  denied  the 
application  of  the  test  which  is  readily  granted  to  one  who  is  not  so?” 

We  have  in  Pennsylvania  what  is  known  as  a  test  ballot, 
which  serves  to  cover  cases  of  unintentional  black-balling;  but 
as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  can  petition  for  membership  at  any 
time,  a  privilege  denied  the  applicant  for  degrees  and  member¬ 
ship,  the  decision  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  'simply  means  that 
instead  of  cumbering  the  records  with  2nd,  3rd,  etc.,  ballots  the 
ballot,  when  announced,  shall  be  final  on  that  petition  and  so 
with  each  'succeeding  petition  until  the  prayer  is  granted  or 
the  petitioner  asks  no  more. 

He  quotes  approvingly  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Comp. 
Michael  W.  Jacobs’  opening  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  Report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

We  quote  the  following  under  Washington,  as  being  in  the 
line  of  thought  we  have  hoped  our  Correspondence  Reports 
would  more  often  follow  : 

“The  allegory  abounds  in  Masonry,  and  the  Mason’s  duty  to  himself 
makes  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  search  for  the  allegory.  He  is  to  look 
upon  the  historic  facts,  or  the  legendary  statements  unfolded  to  him,  not 
so  much  as  real  or  imaginary  historical  facts  presented  to  him  to  the  in- 
creasement  of  his  store  of  knowledge,  but  as  being  instinct  with  teaching 
for  him,  that  his  wisdom  may  be  developed  and  his  soul  enlarged  to  the 
perfect  stature  of  the  spiritual  man.  So,  then,  the  finding  of  the  name 
is  to  be,  and  ought  to  be,  much  more  to  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  than  an 
episode  in  the  history  of  a  password.  The  Mason  delves  through  the  dust 
blown  of  vain  doctrines,  the  rubbage  of  the  broken  stones  of  human  con- 
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ceits  fondly  wrought,  but  utterly  lacking  in  endurance,  down  to  basic 
truth,  down  to  the  finding  of  a  name  that  is  more  than  a  name,  but.  a 
symbol  of  persistent  existence,  to  a  name  that,  as  a  symbol,  reveals  every 
philosophic  principle  of  life.  The  Capitular  Mason  is  to  be  seeking  for 
the  philosophic  principle  of  his  being,  and,  as  a  corollary,  his  living  rela¬ 
tionship  to  every  one  and  everything  about  him.  On  the  eternal  founda¬ 
tions  he  is  finding  a  light  that  reveals  him  to  himself,  and  enables  him 
to  know  himself,  his  every  duty  and  every  responsibility  because  of  his 
being,  indeed,  a  living  soul.  The  R.  A.  degree  proclaims  that  a  Mason 
that  is  a  Mason,  indeed,  must  seek  after  and  find  out  God,  and  finding 
Him  must  restore  Him  to  His  throne  in  the  body  of  the  Craft,  and  be  for 
all  time  thereafter  making  Him  his  password  and  his  passport  in  every 
relation  of  life.” 

And  now  comes  the  conclusion,  the  burden  of  which  is  the 
historical  status  of  certain  Lodges  in  Louisiana..  The  case  is 
further  supplemented  by  the  following : 

“Heretofore  we  have  rested  our  case  on  the  documentary  evidence 
found  in  our  archives,  and  have  adverted  somewhat  to  the  atmospheric 
conditions,  Masonically  speaking,  of  that  day,  that  the  meaning  of  asser¬ 
tions  made,  language  spoken  and  decrees  written  might  be  better  compre¬ 
hended.  We  rested  on  this  evidence  because  we  esteemed  it  ample  and 
sufficient.  We  think  it  but  right  to  say,  however,  that  other  testimony 
was  in  reserve,  and  we  think  it  but  right  to  call  your  attention  to  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  one  witness  not  called  to  the  bar — the  Grand  Lodge  of  Lou¬ 
isiana.  The  Grand  Lodge,  be  it  remembered,  is  the  ultimate  judge  of  the 
character  of  all  Masonry  within  its  jurisdiction.  The  old  Grand  Lodge 
of  Louisiana  during  the  first  years  of  the  time  under  review  and  the  re  ■ 
organized  and  united  Grand  Lodge  during  the  latter  years  of  that  time, 
permitted  those  Chapters  to  meet  in  Masonic  halls,  controlled  by  said 
Grand  Lodge,  as  lawful  Masonic  bodies.  It  was  her  duty  to  guard  those 
halls  and  to  permit  none  but  lawful  bodies  to  occupy  them.  Those  Chap¬ 
ters  asked  to  jointly  occupy  them  with  Lodges  and  other  Masonic  bodies, 
and  they  were  admitted  as  lawful  and  legitimate  Masonic  bodies. 

“This,  then,  is  the  testimony  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  than  which  there  is 
no  higher  authority  in  Masonry  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  In  the  course 
of  our  writing  on  the  history  of  those  Chapters  we  have  not  deemed  it 
necessary  to  appeal  for  authority  as  to  their  legitimate  character  beyond 
their  warrants  in  1811,  etc-,  on  the  authority  of  which  they  organized  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  1813.  We  did  this  for  the  reason  that  our  historical 


162 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1903- 


table,  published  annually,  does  not  give  any  history  before  that,  and  we 
did  not  wish  to  cite  any  authority  not  easily  accessible.  But  there  was 
history  before  that,  and  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  have  us  state 
briefly  the  whole  of  the  history  so  far  as  the  warrants  of  authority  go  of 
our  older  Chapters. 

“The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  granted  a  warrant,  No.  88,  to 
Lodge  La  Concorde,  at  St.  Mark  in  St.  Domingo,  May  4,  1801.  It  was 
vacated  April  7,  1806,  but  was  reinstated  September  24,  1809.  The  mem¬ 
bership  of  this  Lodge,  in  consequence  of  the  insurrection  in  St.  Domingo, 
removed  in  a  body  to  New  Orleans,  and  petitioned  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  for  a  change  of  the  domicile  of  the  Lodge.  The  Grand  Lodge 
refused  to  do  this  but  issued  a  new  warrant  by  name  La  Concorde,  New 
Orleans,  No.  117,  on  October  27,  1810.  The  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  of  February  24,  1798, 
and  March  5,  1798,  said:  ‘It  follows,  of  course,  that  every  regular  war¬ 
ranted  Lodge  possesses  the  power  of  holding  Lodge  in  each  of  these  sev¬ 
eral  degrees  (meaning  the  E.  A.,  F.  C.,  M.  M.  and  R.  A.),  the  last  of 
which  from  its  pre-eminence  is  denominated  amongst  Masons  a  Chapter.’ 
The  same  language  is  used  in  the  Constitution  of  December  26,  1812,  and 
which  continued  until  about  1823.” 

*********** 

“So  that  to-day,  of  the  seven  Chapters  that  played  so  conspicuous  a 
part  in  the  organization  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Louisiana,  only  the 
two  old  number  ones  survive,  survive  as  full  of  youthful  vigor  as  at  any 
day  in  all  the  years  that  they  have  known — Concorde,  the  number  one  of 
the  old  Grand  Chapter,  and  Orleans-Delta,  the  number  one  of  the  new 
Grand  Chapter — Orleans-Delta  as  our  honored  No.  1,  and  Concorde  as 
No.  2.” 

R.  W.  Allen,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Richard  Lambert,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Grand  Secretary. 

MAINE,  1903. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Higli  Priest,  Comp.  Howard  D.  Smith, 
with  his  associate  Grand  Officers  and  “the  representatives  of 
fifty-two  of  the  fifty-six  chartered  Chapters  and  many  visiting 
Companions,”  made  up  the  Seventy-eighth  Annual  Convoca- 
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tion,  and  their  work  is  presented  in  the  handsome  volume  be¬ 
fore  us. 

The  address  demonstrates  the  faithfulness  and  ability  of 
the  presiding  officer.  He  evidently  gave  careful  attention  to 
the  important  trust  committed  to  him,  and  his  report  thereon 
is  told  briefly  and  with  clearness.  Of  the  Chapters,  he  is  able 
to  say : 

“The  work  of  the  several  Chapters  is  very  uniform,  more  so,  I  think, 
than  in  any  other  branch  of  Masonry,  and  this  is  due,  I  believe,  to  the 
system  of  inspection  that  has  been  in  use  for  so  many  years.  I  think  it 
is  the  best  that  has  ever  been  devised.” 

This  inspection,  be  it  noted,  was  performed  by  the  first  four 
Grand  Officers  and  three  District  Deputies,  a  regular  assign¬ 
ment  of  about  eight  Chapters  each.  High  Priests  of  Chapters 
were  instructed  by  circular  as  follows  : 

“It  is  your  duty  to  inform  the  visiting  officer  of  dates  on  which  an 
official  visitation  would  be  agreeable,  and  you  are  requested  to  arrange 
for  such  visitation  as  early  as  possible,  certainly  not  later  than  April  i. 
In  order  that  you  may  be  prepared  for  inspection,  a  blank  form  such  as  is 
used  by  the  visiting  officer  is  enclosed  for  your  information.” 

After  this  we  are  not  surprised  that  the  Grand  High  Priest 
can  say : 

“I  feel  that  we  have  reason  for  congratulation  at  the  condition  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction.  Almost  without  exception  the 
Chapters  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition.  The  gain  in  membership 
is  the  largest  for  years.  In  fact,  Masonry  was  never  more  popular  than 
it  is  to-day,  so  popular  that  it  behooves  us  to  exercise  the  utmost  care  in 
the  admission  of  candidates.” 

It  will  be  worth  the  time  of  any  Companion  to  read  in  this 
connection  the  printed  reports  of  the  inspecting  officers.  They 
furnish  suggestions  to  those  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  Craft 
at  heart. 
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The  memorials  upon  deceased  Companions  Drummond  and 
Burnham  are  eloquent  and  complete.  Maine  suffered  a  great 
loss  in  their  death. 

The  financial  matters  were  found  in  excellent  condition  with 
a  Charity  Fund,  invested  and  deposited,  of  $4866. 

A  new  Charter  was  granted,  and  some  consideration  given 
to  constitutional  amendments,  relative  to  jurisdiction. 

Comp.  Herbert  Harris  presents  the  Correspondence.  His 
report  shows  exhaustive  scrutiny  of  all  the  matter  reviewed 
by  him — we  thought,  when  reading  “Illinois,”  a  little  too  much 
so  perhaps.  But  no  such  suspicion  arises  from  his  treatment  of 
our  own  Grand  Chapter.  Our  sayings  and  doings  are  fairly 
and  kindly  presented,  and  we  find  nothing  to  correct.  Each 
member  of  our  committee  has  his  name  duly  mentioned,  and 
our  work  is  quite  fully  set  forth,  by  quotation  or  suggestion. 

Whether  Comp.  Harris  earned  the  good  will  of  his  Grand 
Chapter  by  his  report  or  otherwise,  we  do  not  know,  but  he  was 
at  this  Convocation  invited  to  “come  up  higher,”  by  an  election 
to  the  station  of  Grand  King.  He  continues  properly  as  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  it  was  ordered  “shall 
consist  of  one.” 

There  are  few  annuals  which  come  to  our  hands  as  satis¬ 
factory  in  general  “get  up”  as  these  from  Maine.  They  are 
excellently  arranged  and  beautifully  printed.  Personally,  we 
don’t  like  the  “Vol.  XI,  Part  II”  business,  with  two  sets  of 
pagings,  but  presume  our  good  Companions  in  Mfaine  prefer 
it  that  way,  and  that  is  enough. 

Sixty  Chapters;  7287  members — a  gain  of  313. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  re-elected. 

Comp.  Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MARYLAND. 

Annual  Convocation  for  1902 — “One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
Year” — was  held  at  Baltimore,  November  11.  Companion 
Charles  Clark,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  book  before  us,  was 
present  as  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  Eleven  of  his  predeces¬ 
sors  in  office  were  present.  The  address  is  a  short  document, 
confined  in  five  pages  to  the  “fraternal  dead”  and  to  a  brief 
record  of  official  action.  On  three  occasions  he  issued  his 
proxy  to  Companions  as  authority  to  install  officers.  It  seems 
an  unnecessary  method  of  procedure  but  may  depend  upon 
some  regulation  or  construction  of  law  in  that  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported  all  the  Chapters,  with  one  ex¬ 
ception,  “in  good  condition  and  doing  good  work.”  The  finan¬ 
cial  statement  exhibited  receipts  from  twenty-one  Chapters 
$1880.50,  while  expenses  reached  $1797.33. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  changing 
by  a  few  days  the  time  for  annual  convocations,  the  purpose 
being  to  have  all  the  Grand  Bodies  meet  in  the  same  week. 

The  excellent  report  of  Correspondence  comes  again  from 
Comp.  Edward  T.  Schultz,  who  has  been  twenty-seven  years 
at  the  desk.  Seventy  pages  contain  his  digest  and  review 
of  the  various  jurisdictions. 

As  heretofore  the  reviewer  is  firm  in  his  convictions,  though 
expressing  them  without  intolerant  emphasis.  He  finds  “no 
impropriety”  in  public  installations,  is  sternly  opposed  to 
private  rituals  and  keys,  and  upon  the  Order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood  makes  the  very  pertinent  comment : 

“We  have  always  understood  that  the  Past  Master’s  degree,  as  well 
as  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  qualifies  these  officers  to  preside  ov!er 
their  respective  bodies.  What  use,  therefore,  is  the  Order  of  High  Priest¬ 
hood,  if  conferred,  as  in  some  jurisdictions,  after  that  officer  has  passed 
out  of  office?  As  well  omit  the  oath  of  office  of  the  President  of  the 
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United  States,  or  any  other  Government  officer,  until  his  term  of  office 
has  expired.’’ 

Upon  the  matter  of  printing  rituals,  in  dealing  with  Illinois, 
he  says : 

“We  cannot  find  language  strong  enough  to  express  our  condemnation 
of  the  above  utterances. 

“We  regret  exceedingly  that  such  an  able  and  distinguished  Mason  as 
Companion  Warvelle  should  entertain  such  views  as  the  foregoing.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted,  and  the  Ritual  as  submitted  by 
them  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  three  copies  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
each  Chapter.” 

When  he  reaches  Pennsylvania,  he  very  properly  calls  atten¬ 
tion  to  a  matter  which  was  the  result  of  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  the  writer  of  these  lines.  That  Comp.  Schultz  should  be  “at 
loss  to  understand  what  Comp.  Codding"  meant  is  not  wonder¬ 
ful,  for  the  sentence  referred  to  is  worse  than  obscure. 

It  was,  however,  intended  to  say,  that  Comp.  Schultz  ad¬ 
heres  to  his  opposition  to  the  law  of  dependent  membership. 
As  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  has  for  more  than 
seventy-five  years  required  members  of  subordinate  Chapters 
to  maintain  membership  in  Blue  Lodge,  or  else  forfeit  Chapter 
affiliation,  the  question  has  passed  beyond  the  stage  of  argu¬ 
ment  with  us. 

We  are  always  gratified  to  read  what  Comp.  Schultz  has 
written,  and  extend  to  the  Dean  of  the  Corps  our  fraternal 
best  wishes. 

Twenty-one  Chapters;  2244  members — a  gain  of  193. 

Comp.  J.  James  Foble,  Cambridge,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Comp.  John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Three  Quarterly  Convocations — March,  June  and  Septem¬ 
ber — and  an  Annual,  December  9,  1902,  make  up  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  year.  There  is  a  deliberate  avoidance  of  haste  and 
rush  about  their  transactions,  which  is  soothing  and  gratifying. 
Perhaps  it  reminds  us  of  home. 

Comp.  Samuel  F.  Hubbard  presided  as  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest.  The  attendance  was  fair,  though  much  the  greatest  at 
the  “ Annual”  as  was  to  be  expected. 

In  March  the  committee  reported  on  the  address  delivered 
in  December,  1901 ;  a  memorial  was  read  upon  the  life  and 
work  of  the  late  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Thomas  Waterman, 
Mi  D.,  and  the  “Installation  Ceremony  of  the  Grand  Chapter” 
was  adopted,  as  revised. 

In  June  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  made  a  report,  and  sym¬ 
pathy  was  expressed  for  a  Past  Grand  Officer  in  his  illness. 

September  saw  further  action  upon  By-Laws,  while  in 
December  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  his  assistants  exemplified 
the  Capitular  Degrees  during  morning  and  afternoon  sessions. 

“The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  commended  the  work  of  the 
day  highly,  for  its  correctness  and  for  the  impressive  manner  in  which  the 
several  Companions  had  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  each  of  them.” 

In  the  evening  the  various  committees  reported.  The  re¬ 
turns  showed  a  membership  of  16,940,  a  gain  of  399.  In  finance 
a  most  healthy  condition  obtained.  Receipts,  $5995.63;  dis¬ 
bursements,  $3910.18,  and  cash  on  hand  and  investments, 

$17, 557-67- 

A  “Digest”  was  submitted  and  referred,  and  “Memorials  to 
the  dead”  were  presented.  Then  followed  the  Annual  Address. 
As  presented  it  forms  an  interesting  document.  Frequent  ex¬ 
emplifications  of  the  work  are  urged. 
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“I  am  confident  that  this  Grand  Chapter  can  do  nothing  better  to 
quicken  the  spirit  of  Chapter  Masonry  than  to  place  its  stamp  of  approval 
upon  the  policy  of  having  Exemplifications  of  the  Work  every  year,  in 
every  District  in  the  State.” 

Levity  and  frivolity  in  work  of  degrees  are  reprehended. 
Social  intercourse  between  Chapters  is  encouraged,  and  the 
true  value  of  the  Capitular  Degrees  is  insisted  upon. 

Nothing  can  be  more  true  than  the  following  from  the  con¬ 
clusion  : 

“The  great  questions  which  confront  this  new  century,  the  social  and 
industrial  questions,  demanding  recognition  of  individual  rights,  can  never 
be  settled  once  for  all  until  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  enters  in  and  be¬ 
comes  the  rule  and  guide  of  action.” 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Comp.  J.  Gilman  Waite,  P.  G.  H.  P.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  pages  are  well  devoted  to  this,  his  Fifth  Annual  Report. 
The  several  jurisdictions  receive  careful  treatment,  and  the 
writer  shows  a  clear  understanding  of  all  subjects  discussed. 
Pennsylvania  is  kindly  and  generously  treated,  and  in  his  sum¬ 
mary  we  find  no  mistake.  Extracts  from  the  Address  and 
from  the  work  of  our  commitee  are  given,  with  evident  and 
complimentary  approval.  The  distinguished  Companion  has 
our  thanks. 

Samuel  F.  Hubbard,  Boston,  re-elected  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

\ 

J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  January  20,  1903.  Charles  L.  Stevens  presided  as 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  Eighteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
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were  present  and  134  Chapters  were  represented.  Only  two 
Chapters  were  “out  in  the  cold.”  The  Address  was  optimistic 
and  eloquent.  Due  tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  Comp. 
John  Jex  Bar  dwell,  a  Past  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  who 
was  well  known  for  his  labors  in  many  Masonic  bodies. 

Two  new  Chapters  were  at  work  under  dispensations — one 
at  Springport,  the  other  at  Sanilac  Centre.  Both  are  reported 
as  in  promising  condition.  Holland  Chapter,  No.  143,  was 
constituted  under  its  Charter. 

Several  dispensations  to  hurry  the  ballot  enrich  the  record, 
and  in  some  cases  reasons  were  assigned  which  we  think 
worthy  of  consideration.  Three  decisions  appear,  in  which  we 
concur.  One  of  them  is  worth  repeating,  because  it  involves 
what  should  be  an  unchanging  principle.  Permission  was 
asked  to  communicate  the  degrees  to  a  brother,  who*  had 
broken  his  hip,  and  could  only  walk  with  crutches,  and  was 
about  to  return  to  missionary  work  in  India.  The  reply  cov¬ 
ered  all  'such  cases  exactly,  “The  Chapter  Degrees  cannot  be 
communicated  verbally.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  actually  visited  nineteen  Chapters, 
and  was  convinced  “that  such  visits  will  result  in  great  benefit 
to  the  Royal  Craft.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  total  expenses 
$7543.06,  and  a  cash  balance  over  all  of  $6958.08. 

There  is  a  most  pathetic  feeling  in  the  Grand  Secretary’s  re¬ 
port,  for  Comp.  Conover  recalls  the  years,  since,  at  the  request 
of  his  Grand  Chapter,  he  abandoned  its  highest  official  prefer¬ 
ment,  to  succeed  the  lamented  Comp.  Innes.  And  now  in  his 
own  poor  health,  he  mourned  the  loss  of  a  devoted  wife. 

“I  was  left  heart-stricken  by  the  loss,  which  after  nearly  forty  years 
of  faithful  and  loving  companionship,  means  much  to  me.” 

Another  grief  was  soon  to  follow,  but  not  to  our  beloved 
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Companion  :  for  scarcely  had  the  genial  clays  of  Springtime 
come,  when  Bro.  Conover  took  his  place,  beside  those  “gone  be¬ 
fore.”  He  was  a  good  man,  and  good  Mason. 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  we  learn  of  numer¬ 
ous  “visits”  and  schools,  and  are  impressed  by  the  almost  uni¬ 
form  verdict  of  “good  work.” 

The  session  witnessed  several  changes  in  laws  and  regula¬ 
tions.  The  “usual  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence”  was 
again  ordered,  and  annual  compensation  therefor  provided.  A 
long  section  in  the  Constitution  was  adopted  with  the  evident 
intention  of  forbidding*  “non-affiliation.”  It  may  work  as  in¬ 
tended,  but  we  of  Pennsylvania  are  contented  to  allow  those 
who  came  to  us  “of  their  own  free  will  and  accord,”  to  de¬ 
part  in  the  same  way.  Time  will  show  which  is  the  better 
course. 

Near  the  close  of  the  Convocation,  Grand  Secretarv  Con- 
over  was  created  an  Honorary  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  in 
recognition  of  his  faithful  work.  A  graceful  act, — and  an 
honor  well  earned, — though  to  be  worn  so  short  a  time. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  prefaced  briefly  by  the 
Grand  Secretary  to  “introduce  a  new  worker  in  the  vineyard.” 
The  Report  is  signed  by  Charles  A.  Conover.  It  occupies  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  pages,  and  reviews  forty-nine  Grand 
Chapters.  No  one  will  impeach  our  judgment  when  we  say 
it  is  an  excellent  report,  one  to  be  read  with  satisfaction  and 
profit.  The  Keystone  State  is  reviewed  in  kind  spirit,  though  we 
find  the  usual  misunderstandings  of  one  who  has  not  “got 
used  to”  our  ways.  Our  attendance  at  Annual  Installation  on 
December  27  is  not  to  be  judged  in  the  light  of  per  diem  and 
mileage,  and  Comp.  Conover  will  usually  find  a  good  represen¬ 
tation  at  the  Quarterly,  which  comes  earlier  in  the  same  month. 
It  is  at  that  Communication  that  the  most  important  business  is 
transacted. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  is  prosperous,  and  has  a 
total  membership  (January,  1903)  of  14,984,  a  net  gain  of 

558* 

Horace  S.  Maynard,  Charlotte,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
Charles  A.  Conover,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


MINNESOTA. 

Forty-second  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  St.  Paul,  October 
13,  1903,  M.  E.  Comp.  Eben  E.  Corliss,  Grand  High  Priest, 
“officiating.” 

Committee  on  Credentials  report  as  present  and  entitled  to 
vote,  97  Companions,  viz.:  13  Grand  Officers,  15  permanent 
members,  and  71  Representatives  of  53  out  of  62  Chapters,  in¬ 
cluding  20  proxies. 

The  General  Grand  Scribe  of  General  Grand  Chapter,  Comp. 
Nathan  Kingsley,  was  present  and  received  due  honor. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  short  and  business¬ 
like.  Tribute  is  paid  to  the  memory  of  one  departed  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  James  N.  Castle,  of  Stillwater.  Ten  Chap¬ 
ters  were  visited,  and  good  results  obtained. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  present  membership  5834,  a 
net  gain  of  238,  while  the  Grand  Treasurer  expended  $3607.83 
during  the  year,  and  had  yet  on  hand  $6960.20.  Having  plenty 
of  funds,  a  recommendation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was 
adopted,  to  wit:  to  procure  at  once  suitable  jewels  for  twelve 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  who  had  not  before  received  them. 
This  question  led  to  some  debate, — and  must  have  been  about 
the  only  question  discussed, — for  the  entire  minutes  of  the  Con¬ 
vocation  occupy  but  twenty-three  pages  in  the  book  before  us. 

Comp.  Montgomery,  the  Grand  Secretary,  presents  the  Cor¬ 
respondence, — his  fourteenth  report.  Seventy-two  pages  are 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1903- 


172 


well  occupied  and  furnish  profitable  reading.  Pennsylvania  is 
“in  it,”  and  has  most  kind  and  appreciative  mention.  We 
appear  to  have  omitted  Minnesota  in  our  last  effort,  and  the 
fact  is  noticed.  Simply  another  case  of  not  reviewing  what  we 
did  not  have  and  have  not  seen. 

Quite  an  abstract  is  made  of  our  Capitular  laws  and  customs. 
Our  Companion  understands  them  with  substantial  correctness. 
Many  are  very  old,  coeval  with  the  first  Royal  Arch  develop¬ 
ment  in  our  State;  others  have  come  as  the  peed  became  ap¬ 
parent.  Bro.  Montgomery  says : 

“They  claim  to  have  no  cipher  rituals.” 

The  use  of  the  second  word  suggests  a  possible  emphasis 
upon  it  in  the  mind  of  the  reviewer.  If  so,  it  was  not  necessary. 
In  these  days,  when  almost  everything  under  the  sun  is  printed, 
it  would  be  strange  if  some  one  did  not  try  to  “turn  an  honest 
penny”  by  writing  and  selling  Pennsylvania  work.  It  may  be 
that  such  an  attempt  has  been  made,  but  the  writer,  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  for  thirty-one  years,  has  never  seen  one.  And  it 
is  unnecessary  to  add  that  any  production  of  the  ritual  in  print 
or  writing  is  sternly  forbidden  by  Grand  Chapter. 

John  Fishel,  St.  Paul,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

MISSISSIPPI,  1903. 

Fifty-fourth  Annual  Convocation,  City  of  Biloxi,  February 
18,  1903. 

The  Grand  Officers,  with  nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
assisted  by  their  presence,  while  M.  E.  Comp.  George  C.  Myers, 
Grand  High  Priest,  opened  the  Grand  Chapter. 

His  address  was  brief.  But  two  decisions  were  required, 
both  questions  of  jurisdiction.  Three  Chapters  were  reported 
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constituted  under  dispensation,  and  one  by  same  authority 
was  revived.  Two  dispensations  were  to  “hold  stated  convo¬ 
cations; ”  This,  in  our  opinion,  can  not  be  done,  but  as  it  was 
done,  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  showed  payment  of  warrants  for 
$973.68  in  excess  of  annual  receipts,  but  notwithstanding  this, 
it  unanimously  carried  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  five  hundred  dollars.  And  it  is  small  enough  at 
that. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported  visits  of  instruction  to  fifty- 
one  Chapters  when  continued  ill  health  prevented  further  work. 
In  his  visitations,  twenty-eight  classes  were  exalted. 

Companion  Speed  made  report  for  the  Committee  on  Necrol¬ 
ogy,  and  it  is  of  course  an  interesting  document.  We  quote 
from  it  at  length  the  preliminary  portion,  in  the  hope  that  it 
will  be  read  by  many  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Pennsylvania : 

“During  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-five  there  has  been  given  to  a  study  of  Masonry  more  attention 
than  at  any  previous  time.  It  is  true  that  at  and  following  what  is  some¬ 
times  spoken  of  as  the  revival  of  Masonry,  by  which  is  meant,  when  it 
was  emerging  from  the  Guilds  of  England,  there  was  both  ritualistic  and 
governmental  development,  which  involved  a  revision  of  the  entire  system, 
and  the  discarding  of  much  that  had  characterized  the  Guilds  and  creation 
of  a  new  order  of  things,  or  possibly  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say,  a 
rearrangement  of  the  formerly  existing  conditions,  which  were  adapted 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  The  Ancient  Constitutions  and  Charges 
were  revised  and  rearranged  and  new  regulations  adopted,  but  it  was  not 
until  many  years  afterwards  that  much  attention  was  given  to  investigat¬ 
ing  the  sources  from  which  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  Masonry  were 
derived  and  as  a  consequence  many  erroneous  ideas  regarding  them  be¬ 
came  prevalent,  even  amongst  the  best  informed  Masons.  The  books 
which  were  published,  purporting  to  be  history,  were  for  the  most  part 
mere  fairy  tales,  evolved  from  the  fertile  imagination  of  the  authors  and 
many  of  their  statements  have  vanished  before  the  light  which  critical  ex¬ 
amination  has  thrown  upon  them,  like  fog  before  the  rays  of  the  rising 
sun.  It  was  fortunate  for  Masonry  that  about  the  time  named  the  interest 
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of  a  number  of  able  men  was  awakened,  who  devoted  to  the  s/tudy  of 
Masonry,  great  learning  and  abilities  of  the  finest  order  and  pursued  their 
investigations  with  the  sole  object  of  eliciting  the  truth,  whatever  it  might 
be.  The  result  has  been  that  a  vast  mass  of  rubbish  has  been  removed 
which  concealed  invaluable  treasures  that  had  long  laid  buried,  and  the 
imaginings  of  a  multitude  of  so-called  historians  have  been  shown  to  be 
entirely  void  of  truth.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  Masonry  has  not  lost  any 
of  its  dignity  or  its  importance  as  a  factor  in  the  progress  of  the  age  by 
turning  upon  it  the  light  afforded  by  critical  investigation,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  has  gained  immeasurably.  Nothing  has  been  created,  but  there 
has  been  evolved  from  the  mass  of  crude  and  visionary  theories  by  which 
it  was  encumbered,  a  vast  mass  of  information  relating  to  its  history,  its 
philosophy,  its  ethics,  its  symbolism,  laws,  usages  and  customs ;  informa¬ 
tion  which  has  elevated  it  in  the  estimation  of  not  only  its  own  votaries, 
but  the  world  at  large.  And  during  the  same  time  there  has  been  a 
greater  development  of  the  Masonic  idea,  than  in  all  the  previous  history 
of  the  Institution.  Its  growth  has  extended  in  a  most  marvelous  way, 
into  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  until  there  is  at  present  no  place 
where  civilization  is  to  be  found  but  it  has  its  Lodge,  standing  for  all 
that  is  best  and  most  ennobling  and  the  seed  which  germinated  in  the 
Guilds  of  England  has  borne  fruit  in  the  noble  tree  whose  branches  out¬ 
spread  and  cover  the  face  of  the  earth.  Our  own  country  has  been  won¬ 
derfully  blessed  in  the  number  of  men  who  have  given  to  its  development 
attributes  of  the  highest  order  and  minds  enriched  with  the  learning  of 
all  the  schools.” 

Comp.  P.  M.  Savery  is  again  the  author  of  the  Foreign 
Correspondence, — his  twenty- fourth  Annual.  It  is  a  careful, 
courteous  presentation  of  all  that  has  been  brought  to  his  atten¬ 
tion.  He  is  kind  enough  to  say  of  the  work  of  our  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Committee  that  it  is  “first-class  in  every  respect.”  Such 
commendation  from  a  veteran  expert  is  praise  indeed. 

Mississippi  has  69  Chapters  and  a  membership  of  1938. 

Comp.  Oliver  Lee  McKay,  Meridian,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Comp.  Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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MISSOURI. 

The  Convocation  of  April  22-23,  1903,  was  the  Fifty-seventh 
Annual  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  It  was  held  in  the  “banqueting 
hall  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel/’  St.  Louis,  and  Comp.  John  T. 
Ruffin  presided  as  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

By  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  we  learn : 

“All  the  Grand  Officers  are  present,  also  seventeen  Past  Grand  High 
Priests,  58  Past  Pligh  Priests,  not  Representatives  of  their  Chapters,  with 
75  High  Priests,  60  Kings  and  49  Scribes,  or  their  proxies.',  representing 
79  of  the  98  Chapters  holding  Charters  from  this  Grand  Chapter.” 

The  Annual  Address  is  not  long  and  is  ably  written  and  con¬ 
densed.  The  Grand  High  Priest  informs  his  Grand  Chapter 
that : 

“Capitular  Masonry  is  making  rapid  strides  to  keep  in  pace  with  the 
advancing  hosts.  The  royal  craft  is  increasing  in  numbers,  in  zeal  and 
usefulness.  All  the  Chapters  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  have  made  their 
annual  returns,  and  paid  their  dues.  They  have  exalted  799,  affiliated 
126,  reinstated  51,  demitted  190,  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  167, 
and  lost  by  death  130,  making  a  net  gain  for  the  vear  1902  of  489.  A  very 
healthy  growth  for  the  State.  They  have  paid  in  dues  $9,699.” 

His  handling  of  dispensations  was  judicious  and  commend¬ 
able.  Decisions  were  of  local  interpretation,  except  one,  which 
possesses  for  us  a  great  interest.  A  Chapter  had  provided  for 
exemption  from  dues  for  such  members  as  had  paid  for  twenty- 
five  years.  Then  in  course  of  time  it  repealed  the  provision. 
Members  who  had  reached  the  limit  while  the  rule  was  in  force 
claimed  that  they  were  not  affected  by  the  repeal.  It  was  de¬ 
cided  : 

“No  one  has  any  vested  rights  in  Masonry.  A  Chapter  has  the  same 
right  to  subsequently  amend  its  By-Laws  that  it  had  in  the  first  instance. 
The  exemption  referred  to  was  nothing  more  than  a  remission  of  dues 
for  the  time  the  amendment  was  in  force.  A  Chapter  has  a  right  to  in¬ 
crease  or  decrease  dues.  It  also  has  a  right  to  remit  dues  under  certain 
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conditions.  If  a  Companion's  dues  are  remitted  for  a  time,  he  has  no 
right  to  demand  that  they  be  remitted  for  all  time.” 

We  understand  this  to  be  contrary  to  the  trend  of  decisions 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  it  is  correct. 
It  was  sustained  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  which  an¬ 
nounced  thereby  an  overruling  of  a  previous  decision. 

The  affairs  of  the  Masonic  Home  are  printed  and  interest¬ 
ing.  It  appears  to  be  on  good  foundation  and  well  managed. 
March  31,  1903,  sixty-five  old  people  and  seventy-nine  children 
Were  enjoying  its  benefits.  How  magnificent  is  this  work! 
How  poor  and  faded  are  the  marble  and  gold  of  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  temples,  compared  with  the  benefits  of  such  a  home ! 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  is  chilling.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  criticised  the  system,  and  his  subordinate  proved 
the  correctness  of  his  statement.  As  the  bodies  most  needing 
instruction  had  to  pay  for  it,  the  result  was  natural,  and  to  be 
expected.  No  calls  were  nrade  where  help  was  most  wanted. 
The  whole  subject  is  now  in  the  course  of  a  thorough  revision. 

The  finances  make  good  exhibit.  Receipts  were  $9400.00, 
disbursements  $5832.38,  and  a  balance  in  treasury  of 

453-35- 

One  Charter  was  granted  and  one  dispensation  for  a  new 
Chapter  authorized. 

The  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Comp.  Wm. 
H.  Mayo,  being  his  twenty-fourth  report.  It  is  carefully  written 
and  fraternal  courtesy  accorded  to  all.  When  our  good  Brother 
reads  our  Proceedings  for  1903,  he  will  find  that  the  sentiments 
in  Pennsylvania  upon  the  question  of  recording  marks,  and 
also  against  rushing  candidates,  have  taken  constitutional 
shape. 

Comp.  Robert  E.  Bainbridge,  Kansas  City,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

Comp.  William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MONTANA. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Butte,  September 
1 6,  1902.  Comp.  George  T.  Slack  was  Ml  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  after  the  Grand  Secretary  had  certified  that  all 
chartered  Chapters  had  made  returns  and  paid  dues,  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  duly  opened.  Six  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were 
present. 

The  address  is  not  of  the  usual  tenor.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  at  the  very  outset  talks  forcibly  and  plainly : 

“Peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  throughout  the  Jurisdiction,  more 
than  the  average  number  of  degrees  have  been  conferred,  but  there  is 
no  denying  the  fact  that  in  most  of  the  Chapters  there  is  an  apathy  ex¬ 
isting  that  is  difficult  of  explanation.” 

He  enumerates  as  reasons  for  this  condition,  want  of  interest, 
neglect  by  officers,  consequent  lack  of  quorum,  indifference  in' 
elections,  no  rehearsals,  and  abbreviated  ceremonials.  A  strong 
indictment.  He  expresses  his  regret  that  such  words  must  b$ 
published,  and  with  good  common  sense  gives  the  remedy : 

“The  Companions  individually  must  take  the  matter  up  and  make  it 
personal.  If  you,  Companions,  will  devote  a  very  small  portion  of  your 
time,  and  lend  help  to  the  few  that  interest  themselves  in  doing  the  work, 
it  will  be  but  a  short  time  until  things  will  be  moving  along  as  they  should 
and  Capitular  Masonry  in  every  Chapter  hold  the  place  it  deserves.” 

A  few  dispensations  were  reported ;  and  one  decision,  which 
we  think  sound.  And  a  Grand  Representative  was  appointed, 
although  on  page  4  we  are  informed  that  Montana  has  “abol¬ 
ished  the  system.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  presents  reports  which  give  informa¬ 
tion  easily  understood.  Possibly  such  excellence  stirred  up  the 
Finance  Committee,  for  it  “broke  loose”  as  follows : 

“We,  your  Finance  Committee,  are  informed  that  the  Grand  Secretary 
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requires  a  new  type-writer  (sex  not  specified),  and  if  the  Grand  Lodge 
approves  of  its  purchase,  we  recommend  that  the  Grand  Chapter  bear  25 
per  cent,  of  its  cost.” 

The  Capitular  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Comp. 
Hedges,  of  course.  Our  good  brother  has  suffered  much  from 
rheumatism,  and  says: 

“If  not  as  vigorous  and  cheerful  as  under  other  circumstances  we  trust 
our  Companions  at  home  and  abroad  will  treat  our  efforts  to  serve  them 
with  charity.” 

We  cannot  find  that  the  painful  disease  has  impaired  ability 
or  good  temper.  The  report  before  us  will  rank  with  the  best. 
We  look  to  his  reports  for  good  reading  and  sound  views,  and 
get  them,  though  not  always  just  as  we  think.  But  that  makes 
no  difference. 

Pennsylvania  is  well  “digested.”  In  the  operation  he  re¬ 
marks  : 

“Though  the  roll  of  Chapters  count  as  high  as  283,  there  are  only  124 
live  Chapters,  less  than  half  what  the  roll  would  indicate.  One  would 
think  that  some  time  a  sweeping  pestilence  had  ravaged  their  ranks.” 

The  question  suggested  by  this  extract  is  often  asked,  even 
in  our  own  State,  hence  it  may  not  be  amiss  if  we  “rise  to  ex¬ 
plain.” 

From  the  advent  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania 
until  1824,  the  degrees  were  conferred  by  authority  of  Blue 
Lodge  warrants.  The  assent  of  the  Lodge  to  such  use  of  its 
warrant  was  usually  expressed  by  a  resolution,  and  no  other 
written  authority  was  required.  All  the  earliest  Chapters  took 
the  numbers  of  the  Lodges  to  which  they  were  thus  attached. 
Such  numbers  located  the  Chapter  though  they  were  deceptive 
as  to  seniority.  For  example,  Chapter  No.  43  is  probably  older 
than  No.  21,  and  No.  52  is  certainly  older  than  either. 

When  Grand  Chapter,  in  the  year  mentioned,  took  the  grant- 
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mg  of  warrants  into  its  own  hands,  it  did  not  change  the  num¬ 
bers  of  the  older  bodies,  but  assigned  for  its  first  number,  one 
higher  than  any  one  previously  used, — its  independent  consecu¬ 
tive  enumeration  began  with  No.  148.  Of  the  twenty-six 
Chapters  which  had  scattered  numbers  below  No.  148,  four 
were  in  the  West  Indies,  and  one  in  Louisiana,  and  of  the 
remainder  five  now  survive. 

So  the  “sweeping  pestilence”  was  not  so  destructive  as  might 
be  imagined  from  the  numbers  borne  by  the  warrants. 

A  brother  at  our  elbow  asks,  “Why  use  the  word  ‘war¬ 
rant’?  Why  not  say  ‘Charter’?”  Well,  that  is  “Pennsyl¬ 
vania”  also.  The  earlier  Lodges  in  England,  under  the  premier 
Grand  Lodge,  were  generally  formed  by  virtue  of  a  “Warrant 
to  Constitute.”  And  our  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter 
have,  with  much  persistency,  adhered  to  that  idea.  We  do  not 
issue  charters,  but  we  grant  warrants.  As  nobody  is  harmed 
by  the  peculiarity,  it  will  probably  continue. 

Comp.  Hedges  speaks  kindly  of  the  Report  of  our  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  we  thank  him,  and  extend  our  best  wishes. 

Number  of  diapers,  15;  membership,  957. 

Emil  H.  Renisch,  Butte,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

NEBRASKA,  1902. 

Thirty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Omaha, 
December  10  and  11,  1902.  Comp.  James  W.  Maynard  pre¬ 
sided  as  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  Thirty-three  Chapters,  out 
of  fifty-three,  were  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  did  himself  credit  by  a  short  ad¬ 
dress.  There  was  but  little  to  report,  for  all  had  gone  prosper¬ 
ously  and  well.  After  recapitulating  official  acts,  he  makes  a 
strong  recommendation  for  direct  active  'support  by  his  Grand 
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Chapter,  to  a  contemplated  Masonic  Home.  Truly  a  most 
worthy  object. 

The  Grand  Secretary  showed  receipts  amounting  to 
$2208.27,  and  disbursements  $1828.53,  so  that  the  balance  in 
treasury  stood  at  $2737.86. 

From  the  Committee  on  Returns  we  learn  that  the  increase 
in  membership  for  the  year  was  263, — and  the  losses  were 
153, — making  a  substantial  gain  of  no. 

The  other  committees  found  their  labors  reduced  to  a  mini¬ 
mum,  and  a  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  was  created  to  carry 
out  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Owing  to  the  careful  work  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  we  have 
very  complete  information  of  the  location,  work,  time  of  meet¬ 
ing,  date  of  charter,  etc.,  of  every  Nebraska  Chapter;  for  all 
this  and  more  are  given  in  the  supplemental  tables. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  the  eleventh  annual  by  Comp. 
Charles  J.  Phelps.  Seventy-four  closely  printed  pages  give  his 
able  review  and  comments.  The  position  of  his  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  as  to  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  calls  for  a  running 
commentary  under  almost  every  jurisdiction.  The  various  re¬ 
marks  and  rejoinders  quoted,  satisfy  us  more  that}  ever  with 
the  arrangement  in  the  Keystone  State.  We  think  the  Order 
an  essential  part  of  the  installation  of  a  High  Priest,  but  we 
cannot  concur  in  the  necessity  of  his  going  outside  his  own 
Chapter  to  receive  it.  The  election  to  the  office  by  the  members 
of  his  Chapter  covers  the  whole  ground.  After  that,  there  is 
neither  ballot  nor  fee,  dispensation  nor  objection. 

Comp.  Phelps  treats  Pennsylvania  with  great  courtesy,  and 
has  our  thanks.  His  review  of  our  Grand  Chapter  is  careful 
and  fraternal,  and  we  feel  very  sure  he  recognizes  our  true 
position. 

Comp.  Phelps  is  not  exactly  orthodox  on  the  subject  of 
physical  perfection,  in  which  we  privately  agree  with  him. 
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We  are  not  so  much  in  accord  on  the  question  of  opening  a 
Chapter  preliminary  to  opening  a  Grand  Chapter.  No  other 
Grand  Chapter,  to  our  knowledge,  does  this,  and  the  reason 
given  for  so  doing*,  to  ascertain  if  a  quorum  is  present,  is 
indeed  a  strange  one.  That,  at  the  outset,  is  always  a  question 
for  the  presiding  officer,  and  whatever  the  preliminaries,  his 
decision  after  all  is  the  one  regulating  the  matter.  But  either 
way,  no  harm  is  done.  We  like  the  more  direct  way  the  better. 

Comp.  George  J.  Spohn,  Superior,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Francis  E.  White,  Plattsmouth,  R.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary.  , 


NEVADA. 

A  very  neat  little  volume  of  102  pages  gives  us  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  1903.  The  Convocation  was 
held  at  Virginia  City,  Tune  8  and  9,  and  Comp.  Frank  D.  King 
was  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  Six  Chapters  were  represented, 
out  of  the  total  seven. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  presented  a  review  of  the  past  year, 
which  was  brief.  His  own  “business,  and  the  scattered  and 
distant  locations'’  of  subordinates  prevented  any  visits.  His 
chief  labor  as  reported,  was  the  appointment  of  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  The  Grand  Secretary  received  special  commenda¬ 
tion  at  his  hands,  and  it  was  merited. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  were  $589.50,  disbursements 
$506.73,  and  a  balance  over  all  of  $524.44. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  recommended  a  law  compelling  de¬ 
pendent  membership.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  re¬ 
ported  that  it  was  substantially  so  already.  He  recommended 
examination  for  proficiency  in  degrees  before  exaltation,  but 
no  action  was  taken.  He  also  suggested  official  apron  and 
collar  for  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  a  portrait  of  the  efficient 
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Grand  Secretary  for  publication  in  Proceedings,  and  both  were 
complied  with. 

Comp.  E.  D.  Vanderlieth  is  the  Foreign  Correspondent,  and 
presents  the  result  of  his  “first  journey  among  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters.”  The  report  shows  strong  individuality,  careful  exam¬ 
ination  and  a  breezy  pleasing  style.  He  believes  in  “Progres¬ 
sive  Masonry,”  whatever  that  may  be,  and  speaks  his  mind 
without  fear  and  almost  uniformly  in  full  accord  with  well- 
established  principles. 

That  our  Pennsylvania  Companions  may  know  how  he 
writes,  we  quote  as  follows,  from  review  of  Iowa  : 

“He  reports  that  three  or  four  Chapters  need  enlivening.  Ginger  up, 
Companions !  Have  a  few  evenings  of  merry-making.  Then  work  will 
come.  Nobody  wants  to  hang  around  where  the  old  members  gather 
and  talk  of  the  past.  Too  much  like  an  animated  graveyard.  The  short¬ 
est  and  surest  way  to  get  a  move  on  is  to  strenuously  set  about  it.  When 
things  take  on  the  appearance  of  life  and  energy  then  work  will  come. 
Sloth  only  breeds  impossibilities.  Application  and  energy  can  do  great 
things.” 

Also  from  his  conclusion  : 

“We  have  toiled,  like  Carlyle’s  peasant  saint,  both  inwardly  and  out¬ 
wardly.  Our  course  among  the  Chapter  jurisdictions  is  run.  The  year’s 
work  is  finished  and  is  now  offered  for  your  inspection.  May  it  prove 
acceptable  and,  at  least,  be  ‘a  little  light  shining  in  great  darkness.’ 
Everywhere  the  Ever-Father  has  been  gracious  and  the  gentle  sisters, 
Peace  and  Plenty,  were  fond  of  straying  lovingly  with  arms  entwined. 
The  cry  for  ‘Light,  more  light !’  has  ascended  as  never  before,  and,  while 
the  seekers  have  been  as  the  leaves  in  the  new-come  Spring,  the  doers 
of  the  Masonic  virtues,  the  living,  active,  helpful  Brothers  and  Compan¬ 
ions,  show  a  like  increase.  Our  ancient  usages  and  customs  remain  the 
strength  and  support  of  the  Craft,  still  ‘Masonry  is  a  progressive  science.’ 
Its  principles  are  capable  of  unlimited  expansion  and  its  uses  ever  un¬ 
folding.  It  will  ever  be  so.  Should  we  be  content  to  live  on  our  inheri¬ 
tance?  Surely  not.  They  with  faces  set  to  the  right  and  who  are  busy 
helping  onward  the  great  movement  of  the  human  race  can  not  think  so. 
Masonry  is  a  science  deserving  of  the  name,  and  great  improvements 
must  be  confidently  expected.” 


I9°3-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


183 


Pennsylvania  has  kind  treatment.  Thanks  and  best  wishes ! 
Seven  Chapters;  323  members — a  gain  of  11. 

Comp.  Joseph  A.  Miller,  Austin,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
Comp.  Chauncey  A.  Noteware,  Carson,  R.  E.  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1902. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  New  Brunswick  was  held  at  St.  John,  August  27, 
1902. 

M.  E.  Alexander  Burchill,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided, 
Nine  Chapters  were  represented. 

Pennsylvania’s  Representative  was  not  present. 

In  opening  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  said : 

“I  bid  you  welcome  to  this  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand 
Chapter. 

“The  occasion  furnishes  us  an  excellent  opportunity  of  greeting  our 
friends,  and  clasping  the  hands  of  our  worthy  Companions. 

“We  are  assembled  to  review  our  proceedings  for  the  past  year,  and 
to  devise  measures  for  the  future  welfare  of  our  beloved  Order. 

“As  is  our  bounden  duty,  let  us,  with  all  reverence  and  humility,  ex¬ 
press  our  gratitude  to  the  Great  I  Am  for  His  favor  and  protection  ex¬ 
tended  to  us  hitherto,  and  invoke  His  blessing  on  this  Convocation,  that 
our  labors,  begun  in  order,  may  be  conducted  in  peace  and  closed  in 
harmony. 

“Events  of  great  and  very  significant  importance  have  transpired  during 
the  year  which  has  passed  since  we  last  met.  It  is  fitting  that  I  should 
refer  to  some  of  these.” 

He  referred  in  feeling  terms  to  the  illness  of  King  Edward 
that  caused  the  postponement  of  his  coronation,  and  rejoiced  on 
his  recovery,  as  well  as  to  the  “happy  and  honorable  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war  in  South  Africa.” 

The  balance  of  his  address  referred  only  to  matters  of  local 
interest. 
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We  take  the  following  figures  from  the  Grand  Secretary’s 
report : 


Members  exalted  .  26 

Members  joined  .  2 

Members  reinstated  .  2 

Members  suspended . .  5 

Members  died  .  6 

Members  withdrawn  .  9 

Net  gain  .  10 


The  balance  in  the  Treasury  was  $295.22. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  a  set  of  jewels  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  “amid  much  en¬ 
thusiasm.”  The  Grand  Treasurer  in  replying  to  the  vote  of 
thanks  said 

“that  the  hearty  manner  in  which  his  donation  had  been  received  was  an 
indication  that  it  had  been  appreciated,  and  increased  the  pleasure  it  was 
to  him  to  make  the  gift.” 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Alexander  Burchill,  Frederick,  Grand  High  Priest. 

R.  E.  William  B.  Wallace,  St.  John,  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1903. 

The  Eighty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  New  Hampshire  was  held  in  Concord,  May 
19,  1903. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  Comp.  John  A.  Lang, 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  all  the  Grand  Officers  were  present 
but  three,  one  of  whom,  the  Grand  King,  had  died.  Nine  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  were  present,  and  eighteen  of  the  twenty- 
five  Chapters  were  represented. 
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Comp.  Samuel  Condon,  the  Grand  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  was  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  the  Companions  in  the 
following  language : 

“The  return  of  our  beautiful  May  month  with  all  its  freshness  and 
beauty,  promising  a  recurrence  of  the  blessings  of  former  years,  will  help 
us  in  a  large  measure  to  forget  the  stern  realities  we  grappled  with  during 
the  past  winter,  which,  thanks  to  the  wisdom  of  conservative  men,  we 
trust  will  never  return.  So  with  the  passing  of  time,  which  often  delivers 
us  from  evil,  and  brings  us  many  pleasant  and  memorable  occasions, 
comes  the  eighty-fourth  annual  Convocation  of  our  M.  E.  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  to  which  I  bid  you  a  cordial  welcome,  trusting  that  we 
are  not  unmindful  of  the  countless  blessings  we  have  received  at  the  hands 
of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  to  whom  we  at  this  time  look  for 
widsom  to  guide  us  in  all  our  deliberations.  As  it  is  by  His  mercy  that 
the  pleasures  of  this  day  are  ours,  may  we  realize  that  its  duties  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  are  ours  also,  and  that  all  our  labors  of  this  day  should 
meet  His  approval.” 

Among  the  dead  to  whose  memory  he  paid  tribute  was 
Waldo  Adolphus  Russell,  R.  E.  Grand  King  of  their  Grand 
Chapter.  Comp.  Russell  was  born  April  19,  1851,  and  was 
made  a  Mason  in  1874.  He  had  held  many  Masonic  positions. 
He  was  Past  Officer  in  nearly  all  the  subordinate  bodies,  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Council  in  1887  and  1888.  He  was  a 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Lecturer  for  the 
Grand  Chapter.  He  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  in  1893  and  served  continuously  in  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  24,  1903,  when  he 
was  Grand  King.  The  Grand  High  Priest  said 

“he  was  a  man  of  blameless  life  and  amiable  disposition,  making  friends 
with  all  who  made  his  acquaintance,  successful  in  his  business,  and  by 
his  firm  adherence  to  truth  and  integrity  he  won  the  confidence  of  all 
his  associates.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  referred  to  the  harmony  that  existed 
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between  their  own  and  other  jurisdictions,  and  said  the  pro¬ 
gress  made  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  their  State  was  very  en¬ 
couraging. 

He  gave  a  full  account  of  his  visitations  to  the  subordinate 
Chapters  and  of  the  courtesies  he  received,  and  his  address  was 
very  interesting. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  his  hands  of 

$953-33- 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  take  the  follow¬ 
ing  figures : 


Number  of  Chapters  on  roll . 25 

Admitted  to  membership .  193 

Restored  to  membership . . .  4 

Dimitted  . 20 

Died  . 74 

Membership  forfeited  for  N.  P.  D. . . . . . .  9 

Membership,  1903  .  3,772 

Increase  in  membership . 94 

Exalted  . . 183 


A  resolution  was  adopted  thanking  the  Concord  Masonic 
Association  for  the  use  of  their  apartments. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  comprised  a  little  over  a  hun¬ 
dred  pages  and  was  written  by  Comp.  Albert  S.  Wait. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  noticed  in  his  report,  and  he 
refers  to  the  fact  that  New  Hampshire  was  not  noticed  in  the 
following  words : 

“We  observe  that  New  Hampshire  is  among  the  number  assigned  for 
review  by  Companion  Joshua  L.  Lyte,  but  we  are  not  able  to  find  that 
our  proceedings  are  included  in  the  report.  We  infer  that,  although  looked 
for  in  the  plan  of  the  work,  they  were  not  received  by  the  committee.” 


Yes,  New  Hampshire  was  not  received  and  we  were  sorry, 
for  we  always  enjoy  reading  Comp.  Wait’s  report. 
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Comp.  Wait  closes  his  report  as  follows: 

“We  now  bring  to  its  conclusion  our  work  of  the  year.  We  have  in¬ 
tended  to  present  to  the  attention  of  our  reading  Companions  such  mat¬ 
ters  in  the  transactions  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  as  will  enable  them  to 
note  the  progress  of  the  Capitular  world;  to  understand  the  general  trend 
of  its  affairs  as  well  as  the  spirit  by  which  they  have  been  dictated.  Har¬ 
mony  has  prevailed,  no  controversy  having  arisen  to  disturb  the  universal 
■quiet.  Prosperity  has  marked  the  year  in  greater  measure  than  at  any 
former  period  in  the  history  of  the  Royal  Craft,  the  increase  in  the  mem¬ 
bership  being  greater  in  nearly  all  the  jurisdictions  than  in  preceding  years. 
The  outlook  for  future  prosperity  and  usefulness  was  never  brighter  for 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  than  as  we  lay  down  the  pen  which  records  our 
observations  of  the  year’s  progress.” 

John  A.  Lang,  Franklin  Falls,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Frank  D.  Woodbury,  Concord,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  JERSEY,  1903. 

The  Forty-second  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  New  Jersey  was  held  in  Trenton,  May  13,  1903. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Nelson  Y.  Dungan,  Grand  High  Priest, 
opened  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  all  of  his  Grand  Officers,  fifteen 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  Representatives  of  the  twenty- 
nine  Chapters  were  present. 

As  usual  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Henry  S.  Haines,  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  answered 
“present”  when  the  roll  was  called. 

Placed  in  front  of  the  East  were  three  chairs  draped  in 
mourning,  in  memory  of  three  Past  Grand  Officers, — Edwards, 
Githens  arid  Simpson. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
York,  Comp.  Rollin  M.  Morgan,  accompanied  by  several  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  and  a  number  of  his  Grand  Officers,  “were 
announced,  received  and  the  courtesies  and  honors  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  were  extended  and  congratulations  exchanged.” 
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The  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  were  wel¬ 
comed  and  invited  to  the  Grand  East. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest,  after  welcoming  the 
Companions,  -said : 

“As  we  are  again  met  in  Annual  Convocation  to  transact  the  business 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  to  renew  old  and  make  new  acquaintances,  we  are 
reminded  that  another  year  of  life  is  behind  us,  that  another  page  is 
added  to  the  history  of  our  Craft  in  New  Jersey.  May  I  venture  the 
hope  that  the  year  which  has  passed  has  been  not  les.s  productive  of  good 
works  than  those  which  have  preceded  it ;  that  we  have  increased  not 
only  in  numbers,  but  in  appreciation  of  our  duties  to  Almighty  God  and 
to  our  fellow-man,  and  that  the  lessons  of  fraternity,  as  taught  by  our 
noble  institution,  have  been  learned  and  practiced  as  never  before. 

“The  year  that  has  passed  has  been  one  of  unusual  business  prosperity, 
which  is  undoubtedly  one  reason  for  the  very  large  increase  in  our  mem¬ 
bership  ;  but  a  still  stronger  reason  is  the  increased  interest  in  the  rendition 
of  the  beautiful  degree  work  of  our  Ritual.  When  I  first  became  an  officer 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  I  was  astonished  by  the  work  presented  for  in¬ 
spection  by  some  of  the  Chapters.  It  was  neither  good  work,  true  work, 
nor  square  work.  But  in  a  few  short  years  since  then,  a  great  change 
has  taken  place,  and  the  Chapters  in  which  creditable  work  is  not  done 
are  the  rare  exception,  rather  than  the  rule,  and  the  work  now  presented 
is  just  such  as  is  wanted  for  the  building  of  our  Temple.  This  results 
in  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  the  members,  an  increased  atten¬ 
dance,  and  an  increased  membership.  Chapters  which  for  years  have  lain 
practically  dormant  have  recently  made  large  accessions  to  their  member¬ 
ship.  May  this  good  work  continue.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  paid  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  following  Companions  : 

Comp.  George  B.  Edwards,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and 
Grand  Secretary  (who  died  in  1903  while  serving  in  the  latter 
position).  * 

Comp.  Isaac  C.  Githens,  Grand  High  Priest  (1887),  died 
March  27,  1903. 

Comp.  Robert  A.  Simpson,  Grand  High  Priest  (1891),  died 
January  9,  1903. 
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He  also  referred  in  feeling  terms  to  the  deaths  of  a  number 
of  Past  High  Priests  of  their  Chapters,  as  well  as  the  distin¬ 
guished  dead  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 

Among  the  decisions  he  reported  we  take  the  following, 
which  we  think  is  certainly  correct  and  proper : 

“There  have  been  two  requests  made  for  permission  to  receive  the 
petitions  and  confer  the  Capitular  degrees  upon  candidates  with  but  one 
arm;  and  while  I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  the  strict  rule  adopted  by 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  in  this  State  that  a  candidate  should 
be  in  perfect  physical  condition,  it  would  seem  to  be  absolutely  impos¬ 
sible  for  persons  so  afflicted  to  qualify  as  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

“For  this  reason,  and  also  by  reason  of  the  practice  which  has  been 
followed  in  this  Grand  Chapter  for  a  long  time,  and  by  which  I  felt  bound, 
I  decided  that  these  brethren  were  ineligible  to  receive  the  Capitular  de¬ 
grees,  and  refused  the  requests.” 

He  reports  a  visit  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  following  words : 

“On  December  27,  1902,  accompanied  by  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Joseph  Mason,  Grand  Scribe  Peter  McGill,  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain 
Jesse  G.  Hammer,  Grand  Chaplain  George  C.  Maddock,  and  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  Redway,  Register,  Haines,  Mills,  Schoder,  and  Grosscup, 
and  Past  High  Priest  William  H.  H.  Wyckoff,  I  attended  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia.” 

He  also  reports  visits  to  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware 
and  New  York  and  says  : 

“At  all  of  these  places  we  were  received  with  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
every  attention  was  shown  to  us  during  our  stay.  It  is  certain  that  we 
must  have  enjoyed  our  visits,  for  when  called  upon  to  express  ourselves 
in  these  Grand  Chapters,  we  all  said,  T  am  glad  to  be  with  you.’  ” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gave  a  resume  of  his  official  acts 
that  were  mainly  of  interest  only  to  the  companions  of  New 
Jersey,  but  '.show  that  he  took  an  interest  in  his  work  and  at¬ 
tended  to  all  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  an  efficient  and  prompt 
manner. 
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He  closes  his  address  as  follows : 

“I  feel  that  I  should  not  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  generous  assistance  and  support  given  me  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  Officers  and  by  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests.  I  have  frequently 
called  upon  the  officers  of  the  Council  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  for  suggestions  and  advice,  which  have  been  cheei- 
fully  and  intelligently  given ;  and  my  especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Constitutions,  and  to  Companion  Louis  B.  Dubois,  the  latter 
for  assistance  rendered  at  the  time  of  the  decease  of  Grand  Secretary 
Edwards.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  Convocation,  when  I  shall  hand 
the  gavel  to  my  successor,  it  will  be/  with  the  earnest  wish  that  the  great 
I  Am  will  continue  to  protect  and  keep  us,  and  that  we  may  have  many, 
many  pleasant  reunions  in  this  Grand  Chapter.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of 

$2,671.87. 

From  the  tabulated  statement  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we 


take  the  following  figures  : 

Exalted  .  425 

Reinstated  and  affiliated  .  33 

Dimitted  . .  39 

Died  .  60 

Stricken  from  the  roll  and  suspended .  60 

Present  membership  .  4,005 

Gain  .  399 


The  Grand  Trustees  reported  in  their  hands  the  sum  of 

$3>°33-86. 

A  very  interesting  paper  on  the  early  history  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  New  Jersey  was  read  by  Comp.  I.  Layton  Register, 
which  was  ordered  printed  in  the  Proceedings  and  he  was  re¬ 
quested  to  continue  his  work.  Comp.  Register  is  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  writer  on  any  subject  he  undertakes. 

At  the  afternoon  session  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Paul  Lukems,  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Delaware,  with  several  of 
his  Grand  Officers  were  received  and  welcomed. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  referred  to  the 
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Committee  on  Constitution  and  later  in  the  session  they  re¬ 
ported  in  favor  of  its  adoption,  and  their  report  was  adopted  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Chapters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  are  hereby  expressly  forbidden  the  introduction  within  the  tyled 
walls  of  their  Chapters  of  any  spirituous  liquors,  wine  or  beer,  under  any 
pretense  whatever/’ 

The  report  on  Correspondence  comprises  ninety-four  pages, 
and  forty-four  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  reviewed.  The  report 
is  written  by  Comp.  Charles  Belcher,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
who  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

He  has  the  following  to  say  of  the  report  on  Correspondence 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  : 

“The  report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  the  work  of  a  committee 
of  five.  It  covers  a  review  of  fifty-four  jurisdictions  and  occupies  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six  pages  of  select  reading  matter,  carefully  prepared, 
and  placed  before  the  reader  in  a  very  acceptable  manner,  quotation  and 
comment  easy  of  discernment.” 

Comp.  Belcher  writes  a  very  interesting  report,  and  no  one 
could  read  it  without  learning  more  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

He  closes  his  report  in  the  following  language : 

“We  have  again  traversed  the  various  jurisdictions,  and  are  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  conditions  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

“The  Capitular  Craft  throughout  the  country  mourn  the  loss  of 
‘stalwarts/  and  mingle  their  sympathies. 

“The  General  Grand  Chapter  has  been  singularly  afflicted,  and  an 
illustrious  ‘trio/  Drummond,  Larner  and  McCahan,  has  passed  into  the 
‘great  beyond,’  there  to  shine  as  the  stars,  forever  and  forever. 

“New  Jersey’s  list  includes  Edwards,  facile  prince ps,  Githens  and 
Simpson. 

“To  our  co-laborers  we  again  extend  fraternal  greetings  ‘till  we  meet 
again/  ” 

Comp.  Joseph  Mason,  Paterson,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Charles  Belcher,  Newark,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 
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NEW  MEXICO,  1902. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Mexico  was  held  at  Santa  Fe,  October  22,  1902. 

Comp.  L.  H.  Chamberlain,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  and 
their  ten  Chapters  were  all  represented. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said : 

“We  have  assembled  for  the  fifth  time,  in  our  official  capacity  as  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  this  Territory,  and  I  bid  you  one  and  all  welcome  to 
this  Annual  Convocation.  As  Grand  High  Priest  I  wish  to  extend  the 
thanks  of  this  body  to  the  citizens  of  Santa  Fe  who  have  tendered  us  such 
a  royal  welcome.  We  are  here  to  give  an  account  of  doings  in  the  year 
that  is  past,  review  the  same,  and  deliberate  upon  measures  for  the  benefit 
and  welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  the  future.” 

After  paying  a  tribute  to  the  dead  of  their  own  and  other 
jurisdictions  he  has  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to  the  state 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  their  jurisdiction: 

“This  Grand  Chapter  reports  with  pride  a  healthy  growth  in  mem¬ 
bership,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  subordinate  Chapters.  There  have 
been  no  new  Chapters  formed  during  this  fiscal  year,  and  the  financial 
condition  of  both  Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters  is  of  the  best.  This 
should  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  all.  The  reports  filed  in  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary’s  office  show  a  healthy  increase.  The  Treasurer’s  report  shows  about 
$900  balance  in  the  Treasury.” 

In  regard  to  visiting,  the  Grand  High  Priest  said  no  visits 
had  been  made  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  or  Grand  Lecturer 
to  the  Chapters  since  the  Grand  Chapter  was  organized,  and  he 
recommended  that  funds  be  provided  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
one  official  visitation  to  each  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Lecturer 
during  the  year,  and  thinks  it  would  create  more  interest  in  the 
Chapters  and  be  an  incentive  to  better  work,  and  consequently 
make  an  increase  in  the  membership.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  visitations  made  in  a  proper  manner  are  of  an  immense 
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benefit  to  Masonic  bodies,  and  money  used'  judiciously  for  this 
purpose  comes  back  two-fold  in  a  very  short  time  in  the  way  of 
fees  and  dues  to  the  Grand  Body.  In  regard  to  money  used  for 
visiting  Masonic  Bodies,  we  think  that  it  is  like  money  spent 
in  advertising  a  mercantile  business,  and  cannot  help  but  think 
of  the  motto  of  an  advertising  agent — “Judicious  advertising 
brings  success." 

The  following  appears  in  regard  to  their  foreign  relations : 

"Our  foreign  relations  have  been  courteous  and  harmonious  in  the 
extreme,  and  I  note  with  pleasure  that  this  Grand  Chapter  has  been  recog¬ 
nized  by  nearly  all  the  other  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States,  and 
many  foreign  jurisdictions.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  did  not  have  very  much  official 
business  to  transact  outside  of  the  appointment  of  a  few  Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

From  the  tabulated  statement  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we 
take  the  following  figures  : 

Exalted  .  49 

Admitted  and  reinstated  .  15 


Died  . 

Dimitted  . 

Suspended  . 

Present  membership 
Gain . 


7 
7 
1 1 


The  Treasurer's  report  shows  a  balance  of  $905.94. 

According  to  the  Secretary's  report  the  Charity  Fund 
amounts  to  $107.73. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Grand  High  Priest  on  “his  most  successful  and 
prosperous  administration,"  and  endorse  his  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  official  visitations,  but  we  do  not  think  it  advisable 
that  they  should  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
They  think  that  those  who  receive  the  honors  of  election  should 
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show  their  appreciation  by  getting  in  touch  with  the  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  recommend  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  the  Deputy,  Grand  King  and  Grand  Scribe,  divide 
the  State  and  visit  the  Chapters  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes, 
and  make  some  effort  to  infuse  more  interest  in  the  meetings  of 
the  Chapters.  The  Committee  approve  the  appointment  of 
Grand  Representatives,  but  say  they  do  not  believe  the  system 
is  of  any  practical  utility,  and  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
system  abolished,  but  as  long  as  the  system  is  so  generally  in 
use  they  feel  they  should  continue  them. 

The  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  was  transferred  to  the 
Charity  Fund. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  W.  H.  Seamon 
and  comprises  about  a  page  and  a  half.  He  says  that  during 
the  past  year  he  has  received  reports  from  each  Grand  Chapter 
in  the  United  States,  and  nearly  all  of  these  Grand  Bodies 
had  extended  recognition  to  their  Grand  Chapter.  He  says 
their  Proceedings  have  generally  been  accorded  the  honor  of  a 
review.  He  does  not  find  many  questions  before  the  various 
Grand  Chapters  of  interest  outside  of  their  own  jurisdictions, 
and  he  refrains  from  making  an  extended  review  until  directed 
by  his  Grand  Chapter.  He  believes  in  husbanding  their  re¬ 
ceipts  till  they  have  a  good-sized  Charity  Fund. 

He  closes  his  report  as  follows : 

“On  your  behalf  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  and  the  able  members  of  the  Correspondence  Corps  for  the  many  kind 
things  said  about  this  new  Grand  Chapter  and  the  hearty  welcome  ex¬ 
tended.  While  East  last  fall  I  made  several  visitations  to  Chapters  and 
the  warm  welcome  given  was  augmented  to  a  high  degree  as  a  tribute  to 
your  Grand  Body.” 

M.  E.  Comp.  C.  G.  Duncan,  Socorro,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  L.  E.  Grand 
Secretary. 
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NEW  YORK,  1903. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  York  was  held 
in  Albany,  February  3  and  4,  1903. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Alfred  A.  Guthrie,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre¬ 
sided,  and  only  two  of  his  Grand  Officers  were  absent.  One 
hundred  and  ninety  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented, 
only  four  Chapters  not  represented,  and  eleven  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  were  present.  Comp.  Jacob  M.  Storer,  the  Grand 
Representative  of  Pennsylvania,  was  not  present. 

The  volume  of  Proceedings  is  gotten  up  in  first-class  style, 
and  a  fine  steel  engraving  of  Comp.  Alfred  A.  Guthrie,  Grand 
High  Priest,  is  given  as  a  frontispiece.  When  we  pick  up  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  and  see  how 
handsomely  they  are  printed,  the  number  of  pages,  and  the 
attendance,  it  always  reminds  us  of  Pennsylvania,  and  this 
year  more  than  ever,  for  the  last  volume  of  Proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  contains  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  pages  and  one  plate,  while  that  of  Pennsylvania  contains 
two  hundred  and  eighty-two  pages  and  two  plates.  The  at¬ 
tendance  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  eight. 

The  first  business  wTas  the  reception  of  the  Grand  Represen¬ 
tatives  “with  the  private  grand  honors  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry” 
and  an  address  of  welcome  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  which 
was  fittingly  responded  to  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Emanuel  Lowen- 
stein,  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota, 
on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Representatives. 

In  opening  his  address,  Grand  High  Priest  Guthrie  said  : 

“The  stroke  of  the  gavel  that  marked  the  opening  of  this  Convocation, 
has  been  followed  by  a  recognition  of  our  dependence  upon  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe.  The  building  of  the  second  Temple  is  an  im¬ 
pressive  symbol  of  that  development  we  should  earnestly  seek  to  attain 
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‘not  by  might  nor  power,  but  by  His  spirit.’  Mindful,  therefore,  of  the 
teachings  of  Masonry,  we  have  turned  to  the  only  true  Source  for  guidance 
and  direction. 

"And  now,  Companions,  I  bid  you  a  hearty  and  fraternal  welcome  to 
this,  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter.  Its  pleasures  will  be  yours,  and  its  duties  and  responsibilities  will 
devolve  upon  you.  Its  joys  and  its  labors  are  inseparable.  My  heart 
goes  out  to  those  eminent  Craftsmen  who  have  long  directed  our  delib¬ 
erations  with  singular  wisdom  and  prudence,  who  return  each  year  in 
lessening  number,  and  who  are  now  saddened  by  the  contemplation  of 
vacant  places  in  their  honored  ranks.  And  I  give  cordial  greeting  to 
those  who,  for  the  first  time,  have  come  up  to  help,  aid,  and  assist  in  our 
noble  and  glorious  work.” 

"As  we  advance  in  age  time  seems  to  accelerate  its  motion.  So,  a  year 
has  come  and  gone  with  startling  swiftness.  It  has  been  fraught  with 
stupendous  changes  and  momentous  events  in  which  disaster  and  pros¬ 
perity,  sorrow  and  gladness,  sudden  death  and  grand  achievements,  have 
strangely  intermingled.  We  still  shudder  at  the  s-ickening  horror  of 
Martinique  and  St.  Vincent,  and  are  but  now  reminded  by  the  disaster 
at  Andijan  of  the  utter  helplessness  of  man  in  the  presence  of  that  awful 
force  which  has  made,  and  destroyed,  worlds.  And  we  yet  feel  the  far- 
reaching  effects  of  the  most  gigantic  struggle  ever  waged  between  capital 
and  labor.  O11  the  other  hand  we  are  astounded  by  the  magnitude  of  in¬ 
dustrial  enterprise  and  commercial  activity.  Our  people  are  prosperous, 
and  at  peace  with  the  world.  Long  concealed  forces  are  drawn  from  their 
hiding  places  and  harnessed  in  the  service  of  man.  Messages  are  flashed 
as  lightning  through  space,  then  caught  again,  and  continents  converse 
despite  the  vast  ocean  between. 

"Turning  to  the  history  of  the  Craft  for  the  year,  we  find  a  striking 
parallel.  Desolation  has  stalked  in  our  midst,  our  official  ranks  have  been 
broken,  golden  links  in  our  living  chain  are  missing,  and  friends,  whose 
presence  brought  sunshine  and  gladness  one  year  ago,  now  sleep  with  the 
unnumbered  dead.  As  if  to  provide  a  measure  of  compensation,  we  have 
been  blessed  with  a  year  of  phenomenal  prosperity.  Harmony  prevails  in 
the  Royal  Craft,  our  laws  and  landmarks  are  well  observed,  and  our 
growth  has  been  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  referred  in  his  address  to  the  deaths 
of  a  number  of  members  of  their  Grand  Chapter,  and  among 
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them  were  some  of  the  shining  lights  in  Capitular  Masonry  in 
their  State. 

The  first  on  his  list  was  R.  E.  James  Byron  Murray.  Grand 
Chaplain,  who  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Constableville,  on 
June  18,  1902.  The  Grand  High  Priest  says  : 

“Sad  indeed  was  the  termination  of  the  earthly  career  of  our  beloved 
Companion.  He  died  in  the  solitude  of  his  lonely  abode,  with  no  kindly 
voice  to  soothe  his  troubled  spirit,  nor  friendly  hand  to  minister  to  his  dis¬ 
tress.  He  joined 

“  ‘The  innumerable  caravan  which  moves 

To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death/ 

wholly  unattended,  and  his  lifeless  body  was  not  discovered  until  hours 
after  his  fitful  dream  of  life  was  o’er.” 

He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1866,  and  in  1870  was  elected 
Grand  Chaplain,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  served  thirty- 
two  years  in  that  position.  Each  year  he  delivered  eloquent 
and  scholarly  addresses  before  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  would 
be  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory  if  they  would  be  compiled 
and  published  in  one  volume.  His  funeral  took  place  under  the 
auspices  of  Salem  Town  Commandery,  No.  16,  of  which  he 
was  a  member. 

R.  E.  George  J.  Gardner  died  at  Jay,  Essex  county,  N.  Y., 
July  17,  1902,  within  two  days  of  being-  eighty-five  years  old. 
He  held  many  positions  of  trust  and  profit  during  his  long  life. 
He  was  made  a  Masson  in  1856,  and  was  a  Past  Master  of  his 
Lodge,  and  had  served  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  He 
was  a  Pas’t  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter,  and  held  various  posi¬ 
tions  in  his  Council  and  Commandery.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Bodies  in  Syracuse,  and  a  Sov¬ 
ereign  Grand  Inspector  General  of  the  Thirty-third  Degree.  We 
met  Comp.  Gardner  on  one  occasion,  and  we  want  to  add  our 
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tribute  to  his  memory.  We  feel  that  we  knew  him.  For  over 
ten  years  he  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  Each  year  we  enjoyed  the  result  of  his  work, 
and  his  writings  were  commended  by  the  Committees  of  all  the 
Grand  Chapters.  While  he  never  held  elective  positions  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  his  State  and  became  prominent  in  that 
manner,  through  his  able  reports  on  Correspondence  he  was  one 
of  the  best  known  Masons  in  New  York,  and  for  his  intelligent 
and  interesting  writings  was  well  known  throughout  our  land. 
How  true  it  is  that  “death  loves  a  shining  mark.” 

M.  E.  James  D.  Pollard  was  another  of  their  prominent 
workers  to  be  called  home.  He  died  at  his  home  at  Seneca 
Falls,  November  4,  1902,  aged  62  years.  He  was  a  Past 
Master,  Past  High  Priest,  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Miaster,  a 
member  of  the  Council  and  Commandery  and  served  as  Grand 
High  Priest  in  1882  and  1883.  When  his  second  term  as 
Grand  High  Priest  ended  he  closed  his  address  as  follows : 

“And  when,  in  the  providence  of  God,  the  Convocation  shall  come  in 
which  my  name  shall  be  written  among  those  who  will  be  no  more  for¬ 
ever,  I  ask  only  that  you  will  remember  that  I  loved  the  Royal  Craft,  and 
that  to  me  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  a  ‘great  and  glorious  work,’ 
in  which  I  was  always  ready  to  ‘help,  aid  and  assist.’  ” 

R.  E.  Clinton  F,  Paige  died  November  13,  1902.  He  was  a 
Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  had 
served  as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host  in  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  for  nineteen  years  the  Secretary  General  of  the  Supreme 
Council  of  S.  G.  I.  G.  of  the  Thirty-third  Degree. 

Two  new  Chapters  were  constituted  during  the  year,  and  dis¬ 
pensations  were  issued  for  two  more,  and  later  in  the  session 
Charters  were  issued  to  take  the  place  of  the  dispensations. 

In  regard  to  foreign  relations  the  Grand  High  Priest  writes : 
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“Nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  our  harmonious  relations  with  other 
jurisdictions.  My  correspondence  with  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  sister 
jurisdictions  has  been  of  the  most  cordial  character.  It  is  gratifying  to 
note  the  universal  prosperity  that  prevails.  The  Royal  Craft,  with  each 
succeeding  year,  is  increasing  in  strength  and  influence,  and  is  steadily 
extending  its  sphere  of  usefulness.  To-day  it  is  a  mighty  force  in  the 
upbuilding,  and  further  strengthening,  of  the  Masonic  edifice.  We  con¬ 
gratulate  all  jurisdictions  on  this  era  of  growth,  peace  and  concord.” 

He  reported  dispensations  granted,  Representatives  ap¬ 
pointed  and  only  two  decisions,  saying  that  most  requests  for 
decisions  were  answered  by  reference  to  the  Constitution.  He 
gave  some  general  advice  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Seals  of 
Subordinate  Chapters,  as  some  High  Priests  and  Secretaries 
would  attach  the  seal  to  matters  that  were  not  official  corres¬ 
pondence. 

He  visited  thirty-one  Chapters  and  'says : 

“In  making  visitations,  it  has  been  my  constant  aim  to  come  into  per¬ 
sonal  contact  with  the  largest  possible  number  of  Companions.  In  this 
I  have  been  successful  beyond  any  previously  formed  expectations-  Not 
only  have  the  members  of  Chapters  visited  been  present  in  gratifying 
numbers,  but,  on  many  occasions,  large  delegations  have  attended  from 
other  Chapters.  The  working  membership  has  been  reached  more  effect¬ 
ually  than  is  indicated  by  the  reported  number  of  visits.” 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  their  State  he  says  the 
year  has  been  one  of  marked  prosperity,  and  the  gain  in 
members  had  been  the  greatest  for  many  years.  This  growth 
he  is  convinced  is  substantial  and  represents  material  of  the 
greatest  value  in  the  further  upbuilding  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

We  give  below  the  following  tribute  which  he  pays  to  the 
Grand  Secretary,  whom  we  know  is  fully  deserving  of  all  the 
good  words  that  can  be  said  of  him : 

“It  is  fitting  at  this  time  that  I  commend  the  devotion,  the  fidelity  and 
the  efficiency  with  which  the  Grand  Secretary  discharges  the  exacting 
duties  of  his  office.  Entering  upon  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
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Grand  Chapter  the  executive  soon  learns  to  lean  upon  that  faithful  servitor 
for  counsel  and  assistance  in  the  many  emergencies  that  necessarily  arise. 

“R.  E.  Christopher  G.  Fox  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  since  February,  1867.  With  this  Convocation  he  completes  thirty- 
six  years  of  service — a  period  equal  to  one-third  of  the  life  of  this  Grand 
Chapter.  Our  published  proceedings  during  that  period  constitute  a  per¬ 
manent  record  of  his  thorough  and  business-like  methods.  As  Secretary 
-at  our  Annual  Convocations,  as  Custodian  of  our  papers  and  documents, 
as  Correspondent  in  transacting  our  business  with  Foreign  Jurisdictions, 
as  Adviser  and  Counselor  of  the  several  Grand  High  Priests  who  have 
served  with  him — in  all  these  relations  he  has  shown  how  richly  he  de¬ 
serves  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

“He  has  long  held  similar  relation  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter.  At 
the  Centennial  of  that  body,  in  1897,  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  said 
of  him:  ‘At  the  Triennial  Convocation  held  at  Baltimore,  in  1871,  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  made  choice  of  Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox  as  its 
General  Grand  Secretary.  In  1897  we  find  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  in 
its  centennial  year,  again  at  Baltimore.  Twenty-six  years  have  inter¬ 
vened,  during  which  time  our  General  Grand  Secretary  has  devoted  full 
measure  of  his  consummate  ability  to  the  interests  of  this  General  Grand 
Body,  and  with  what  success  is  known  to  all.’  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
not  only  in  this  jurisdiction,  but  throughout  the  United  States,  well- 
informed  Companions  have  learned  to  appreciate  the  rare  qualities  of  R. 
E.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  and  to  love  him  for  his  kindly  disposition  and 
the  gentleness  of  his  character.” 

The  Grand  High  Priest  closes  his  address  as  follows : 

“I  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  power  and  influence  attained 
by  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  imperial  jurisdiction.  Its  onward  march  is  in 
the  direction  of  a  more  perfect  attainment  of  the  principles  and  teachings 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  It  now  becomes  your  duty  to  plan,  to  recom¬ 
mend,  and  to  legislate,  for  the  further  upbuilding  of  our  beloved  institu¬ 
tion.  I  am  sure  that  you  will  proceed  with  calm  deliberation,  judicial 
minds,  and  a  conservative  spirit,  to  the  end  that  you  will  observe  and 
preserve  the  dignity,  reputation  and  honor  of  this  historic  Body.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  $21,732.96. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  is  an  interesting  one,  and 
from  it  we  take  the  following  figures  : 
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Number  exalted  during  the  year . 2307 

Number  affiliated  .  143 

Number  restored  to  membership .  179 


Total  increase .  2629 

Number  dimitted  .  183 

Number  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues .  442 

Number  expelled  .  3 

Number  died  .  379 


Total  decrease .  1007 


Net  increase .  1622 


“As  compared  with  a  report  of  like  nature  made  last  year,  the  fore¬ 
going  recapitulation  shows  an  increase  of  337  in  the  number  of  exaltations, 
and  of  one  expulsion,  neither  loss  nor  gain  in  the  number  of  affiliations, 
and  a  decrease  of  eighteen  restorations  to  membership,  forty-five  dis¬ 
missions,  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  suspensions  and  seven  deaths.” 

The  total  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  on  December  27, 
1902,  was  24,915. 

“Of  the  present  number  of  chartered  Chapters  (194),  34  have  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  50  or  less;  68  from  50  to  100  members;  45  from  100  to  150; 
tg  from  150  to  200;  8  from  200  to  250;  7  from  250  to  300;  4  from  300 
to  350 ;  3  from  350  to  400 ;  and  4  from  400  to  450.  One  Chapter  has  a 
membership  of  493,  one  of  500,  one  of  652,  and  one  of  951.  The  smallest 
membership  reported  by  any  Chapter  is  18.” 

The  Committee  on  the  Address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
writes  of  it  as  follows  : 

“It  should  kindle  in  us  sincere  gratitude  that  we  have  had  as  our  of¬ 
ficial  head  for  the  past  year  a  Companion,  who,  when  about  to  render  unto 
his  Companions  a  report  of  his  official  acts,  which  shows  one  of  the  most 
successful  administrations  this  Grand  Chapter  has  ever  known,  and  an 
amount  of  labor,  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to  duty  which  has  never  been 
excelled  by  any  incumbent  of  the  office,  yet  pauses  to  remind  us  of  the 
great  Masonic  duty  of  ‘a  recognition  of  our  dependence  upon  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe,’  and  to  bid  us  remember  that  in  the  discharge 


202 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[I9<>3- 


of  that  duty  ‘we  have  turned  to  the  only  true  Source  for  guidance  and 
direction.’  ” 

In  writing  of  the  death  of  the  Grand  Chaplain,  R.  E.  James 
Byron  Murray,  as  reported  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  we  said : 
“It  would  be  a  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory  if  his  addresses 
would  be  compiled  and  printed  in  one  volume.”  The  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  Grand  Master’s  Address  recommended  that  this  be 
done,  and  the  Committee  on  Memorials  of  the  dead  suggested 
that  it  would  be  “the  best  monument  which  could  be  erected 
to  his  memory.”  This  suggestion  was  adopted  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Accounts. 

The  Right  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter,  Bishop  of  New  York,  and 
a  member  of  Jerusalem  Chapter  of  New  York  City,  delivered 
an  address  to  the  Grand  Chapter  and  a  resolution  was  adopted 
thanking  Comp.  Potter,  and  directing  that  it  be  published  in 
the  Proceedings.  His  address  is  very  interesting  and  we  feel 
that  we  must  print  the  following  extract,  giving  as  it  does 
Bishop  Potter’s  personal  experiences : 

“I  was,  at  an  early  period  of  my  life,  about  to  travel  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries;  and  I  was  assured  that,  as  a  Freemason,  I  should  be  recognized  and 
considered,  when,  otherwise,  I  might  easily  have  been  forlorn  and  ne¬ 
glected.  Well,  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  and  Companions,  I 
found,  by  happy  experience,  that  the  assurance  was  true.  Once,  and  again, 
and  again,  when  the  emergency  seemed  to  disclose  no  other  way  out  of 
a  dilemma,  I  have  solved  it  by  revealing  myself  as  a  Mason,  and  it  is 
certainly  a  noteworthy  fact  that  never  anywhere  did  I  make  that  disclosure 
without  finding  other  Masons  who  recognized  and  responded  to  it. 

“But  I  confess,  Most  Excellent,  that  these  earlier  experiences  were  but 
limited ;  and  the  inferences  which  they  suggested  both  narrow  and  per¬ 
sonal.  Some  thirty  years  after  they  occurred,  I  went  round  the  world ; 
and  though  I  entered  more  than  one  country  in  which  the  western  traveler 
is  largely  a  stranger,  I  entered  none,  Japan,  China,  Burma,  India,  Ceylon, 
or  any  other,  where  this  ancient  Order  had  not  its  disciples',  nor  where 
its  venerable  principles  were  not  respected  and  honored.” 

M.  E.  Marvin  I.  Greenwood  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  we  extend  him  a 
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cordial  and  fraternal  welcome,  and  hope  he  will  find  his  work 
one  of  pleasure  as  the  years  roll  by. 

In  his  opening  Comp.  Greenwood  isays  of  his  appointment : 

“Having  had  no  experience  whatever  in  such  work,  and  being  very 
much  inclined  to  doubt  my  ability  to  do  good  work  upon  such  short  notice, 
my  first  impulse  was  to  decline  the  appointment ;  but,  remembering  that 
upon  one  occasion,  never  to  be  forgotten,  I  made  promise  to  undertake 
any  part  of  the  work,  to  promote  so  noble  and  glorious  an  undertaking,  I 
obeyed  the  commands  of  my  chief  and  have  done  the  best  I  could. 

“I  had  no  preconceived  notion  or  plan,  no  axes  to  grind,  no  one  to 
write  up  or  down,  nothing  but  the  desire  to  lay  before  my  Companions 
that  which  it  seemed  to  me  would  interest  and  instruct  them  most,  with¬ 
out  any  hope  or  expectation  that  this  report  would  come  up  to  the  standard 
fixed  by  those  two  eminent  men  that  I  have  known  in  this  position,  Com¬ 
panions  Ogden  and  Gardner,  both  Past  Masters  in  the  art  of  writing  in 
its  most  attractive  form  just  what  they  wanted  to  say,  and  what  every 
other  Companion  wanted  to  read.” 

Pennsylvania  has  a  fraternal  notice  and  several  extracts  are 
printed  from  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address. 

Comp.  Greenwood  writes  a  very  interesting  report,  and  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  has  an  able  successor  to  Comp. 
Gardner. 

His  report  closes  as  follows  : 

“It  is  too  much  for  us  to  hope,  as  we  send  out  this  report,  that  it  will 
give  to  you,  Companions,  the  same  degree  of  pleasure  as  have  the  annual 
reviews  of  those  distinguished  Craftsmen  who  have  gone  this  way  before 
us,  but  it  has  been  a  very  pleasant  and  delightful  journey  to  us,  as  we 
have  gone  through  the  Masonic  vineyard,  and  if  the  reading  of  this  report 
will  give  to  you  as  much  enjoyment  as  the  preparation  of  it  has  given  us, 
we  shall  feel  that  our  time  has  been  well  spent. 

“A  general  survey  of  the  field  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  shows  every¬ 
where  only  Peace,  Harmony  and  Prosperity,  and  that  the  same  may  con¬ 
tinue,  and  increase  more  and  more,  is  the  fervent  wish  of  your  Committee.” 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rollin  M.  Morgan,  New  York,  Grand  High 
Priest. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  Grand  Secretary. 


204 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[I903-- 


NORTH  CAROLINA,  1903. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  North  Carolina 
held  its  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  at  Wilmington,  com¬ 
mencing  June  16,  1903. 

Past  Grand  King,  Comp.  E.  S.  Martin,  welcomed  the  Grand 
Chapter  on  behalf  of  Concord  Chapter,  No.  i,  and  his  address 
was  responded  to  by  Comp.  F.  D.  Winston  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  by  Comp.  Henry  G.  Small- 
bones,  D.  G.  H.  P.,  as  Grand  High  Priest,  and  four  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  were  present,  and  eighteen  of  the  twenty-one 
Chapters  were  represented.  Comp.  Atkinson,  who  represents 
Pennsylvania,  was  not  present. 

After  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  the  Grand  Secretary 
read  a  letter  from  Comp.  John  C.  Drewry,  of  Raleigh,  Grand 
High  Priest,  regretting  that  on  account  of  the  critical  illness 
of  his  wife  he  was  not  able  to  be  present.  On  motion  the  “sym¬ 
pathy  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  tendered  Comp.  Drewry  in  his 
affliction,  with  the  earnest  hope  that  his  wife  would  soon  be  re¬ 
stored  to  her  usual  good  health.” 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  then  read. 

In  opening  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  said  : 

“It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  meet  in  this  historic  old  city 
by  the  sea,  at  this,  the  Fifty-fifth  Convocation  of  our  Grand  Chapter. 
It  was  here  in  Wilmington  that  our  ancient  brethren  assembled  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Eighteenth  Century  and  formed  the  first  Blue  Lodge  of 
Masons,  which  was  chartered  and  organized  in  the  Province  of  North 
Carolina.  To  you  belongs  the  proud  distinction  of  having  formed  the 
first  Chapter  in  North  Carolina.  You  have  furnished  to  Masonry  some 
of  the  brightest  lights  in  the  firmament  of  her  glory,  and  any  Masonic 
history  of  North  Carolina  would  be  incomplete,  which  did  not  deal  largely 
with  the  brave,  learned  and  skillful  Craftsmen  which  have  been  given  to 
our  Order  by  the  Cape  Fear  section.  I  need  only  refer  to  such  illustrious 
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names  as  Hooper,  Toomer,  Walker,  Cowan,  Mcllhenny,  Kenan,  Geer, 
Kelley,  Williams,  Cutlar,  Marsteller,  Fanning,  Martin,  Munson,  and  many 
others  whose  lovable  traits  of  character  and  Masonic  virtues  are  known 
to  us  all.” 

*********** 

‘We  feel  justly  proud  of  our  past  Masonic  record  in  North  Carolina, 
and  our  future,  based  upon  our  experience  of  the  past,  is  full  of  rich 
promises.  Let  us  welcome  every  opportunity  to  advance  the  good  of  our 
Order,  with  the  full  strength  of  hope,  born  of  an  assurance  that  each  one 
of  us  will  do  our  duty  in  whatever  station  in  life  it  pleases  the  Great  I 
Am  to  call  us.” 

After  making  a  report  on  the  deaths  during  the  year  the 
Grand  High  Priest  gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  a  young 
man  the  Grand  Chapter  is  educating.  He  was  the  son  of  a 
Mason  and  was  taken  from  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum,  and 
from  the  letters  from  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic 
Arts  their  protege  is  doing  good  work.  With  the  finances  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  in  as  low  a  condition  as  they  are  this  action 
on  their  part  shows  a  spirit  of  true  Masonry. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  granted  a  dispensation  for  a  new 
Chapter  at  Southern  Pines. 

On  the  question  of  finances  the  Grand  High  Priest  congrat¬ 
ulates  the  Grand  Chapter  that  the  finances  are  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  and  the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  he  says,  will  show 
that  there  is  no  debt,  but  instead  there  is  a  surplus  on  hand. 
He  says  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  Treasury  is  largely 
due  to  the  faithful  work  of  the  efficient  Grand  Secretary.  He 
said  the  Grand  Secretary  does  not  limit  his  work  by  the  limit 
of  his  salary  (it  was  only  fifty  dollars),  and  he  recommended 
that  it  be  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  was 
done  later  in  the  session. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Order  he  says : 

“The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  last  year  showed  a  net  gain  of 
56  members  over  the  previous  year,  and  a  total  membership  of  853.  His 
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report  this  year  will  show  a  total  membership  of  978,  or  a  net  gain  of  125. 
This  is  certainly  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  membership  and  shows  that 
our  Order  is  progressing  along  lines  of  substantial  improvement.  Our 
finances  have  also  increased  from  $698.00,  as  reported  collected  by  the 
Grand  Secretary  last  year,  to  $851.25  during  the  present  year.  I  feel  that 
in  these  facts  briefly  stated,  and  which  will  be  given  you  in  full  detail  by 
the  Grand  Secretary,  we  have  cause  to  take  courage  and  be  thankful. 
Peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  throughout  our  ranks  during  the  past 
year,  and  not  a  ripple  of  discontent  has  floated  over  the  surface  of  our 
Order  to  mar  our  pleasure  and  disturb  the  quietude  of  our  deliberations.” 

In  his  conclusion  the  Grand  High  Priest  said : 

“I  desire  to  thank  you  with  all  my  heart  for  the  distinguished  honor 
conferred  upon  me  one  year  ago,  when  you  elected  me  as  your  Chief 
Officer.  It  is  no  empty  honor  to  serve  as  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of 
such  a  noble  band  of  Companions.  I  appreciate  this  honor  with  all  the 
earnestness  of  my  soul,  and  I  have  tried  to  be  faithful  to  the  trust  which 
you  placed  in  my  hands.  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  with 
fear  and  with  many  misgivings,  as  I  felt  keenly  the  responsibility  resting 
upon  me,  as  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  I  have 
tried  to  measure  up  to  the  full  standard  of  the  duties  of  that  great  office, 
and  I  am  truly  thankful  to  say  that  Peace  has  spread  its  white  wings  over 
our  borders,  harmony  and  good  fellowship  has  prevailed  within  our  ranks 
and  no  serious  or  knotty  problems  have  been  presented  to  me  for  solution. 
In  the  performance  of  every  duty  our  worthy  and  efficient  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  has  stood  by  me  like  a  tower  of  strength  and  has  rendered  me  valu¬ 
able  assistance.  Through  him  the  burden  of  my  official  duties  has  been 
lightened,  and  he  has  added  much  to  make  the  delicate  thread  of  official 
life  run  smoothly.  I  shall  ever  hold  him  in  grateful  remembrance.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  the  membership  as  follows  : 

Last  year  18  Chapters  made  returns  showing  a  membership  of  853 


Add  Plenderson  Chapter,  No.  54 .  22 

Add  West  Gate  Chapter,  No.  55 .  18 

Add  Southern  Pines  Chapter,  U.  D .  9 


Carried  forward 
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Brought  forward . .  902 

The  work  for  the  year  has  been : 

Exalted  .  91 

Admitted  . 13 

Reinstated  .  2 

-  106 


Total  membership .  1008 

Dimitted  .  7 

Suspended  .  1 

Excluded  for  non-payment  of  dues .  13 

Died  .  9 

-  30 

Showing  a  membership  of .  97§ 


A  net  gain  of  125  over  last  year,  with  21  Chapters  on  the  roll. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias  were  meeting  at  the 
same  time  in  Wilmington,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  sent  them  a 
fraternal  and  cordial  greeting,  which  was  replied  to  in  the 
same  strain. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  never  knows  any  other 
secret  society  unless  it  is  a  meeting  of  another  Grand  Chapter. 

The  following  action  was  taken : 

“In  yiew  of  the  faithful  and  efficient  services  of  Companion  William 
Simpson  as  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  past  twenty-four  years,  and  who  is 
now  compelled  on  account  of  ill  health  to  retire,  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  are  hereby  cordially 
tendered  to  him  for  these  services  and  with  the  hope  that  he  may  still  be 
long  spared  to  us.  Adopted.” 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  James  Southgate, 
and  comprises  about  one  hundred  pages. 

Pennsylvania  receives  a  fraternal  notice  of  three  pages,  and 
he  gives  a  great  deal  of  the  work  of  our  Grand  Chapter  during 
the  year.  His  report  as  usual  is  interesting. 
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His  conclusion  is  as  follows : 

“As  did  Ruth  and  Naomi  in  the  fields  of  Boaz,  so  have  we  gleaned  the 
fields  of  Capitular  Masonry  presented  to  us,  but  not  so  thoroughly,  per¬ 
haps,  as  did  they,  but  with  the  same  intent :  to  get  all  we  considered 
needful  to  us  in  North  Carolina  in  our  efforts  to  remove  the  rubbish  from 
the  ruins,  that  we  may  erect  a  new  temple.  We  are  succeeding,  too,  for 
all  along  the  lines  we  hear  the  refrain,  All’s  well,  and  we  are  gathering 
strength.  When  we  survey  the  fields  over  which  we  have  passed  we  are 
encouraged  to  press  forward  in  our  efforts  to  do  more  than  ever  for  the 
cause  we  have  espoused,  and  as  the  day  dawn  of  progress  appears,  we 
rejoice.  But  in  the  midst  of  our  joy,  we  are  made  to  sorrow  for  our 
departed  comrades  who  have  during  the  past  year  laid  aside  the  pen  and 
taken  up  the  crown.  May  we  all  meet  again  beyond  the  stars,  to  com¬ 
mune  forever  in  the  abode  of  the  blessed.” 

Henry  G.  Smallbones,  Wilmington,  Grand  High  Priest. 
James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary,  re-elected. 


NOVA  SCOTIA,  1902. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  held  at  Truro,  June  10,  1902. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  W.  Yuill,  Grand  King,  who  presided,  stated 
that  duty  devolved  on  him  on  account  of  the  unavoidable  ab¬ 
sence  of  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  M.  Owen,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Eleven  of  the  fourteen  subordinate  Chapters  were  repre¬ 
sented. 

Comp.  F.  Dakin,  Pennsylvania’s  Grand  Representative,  was 
not  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  was  read  by  the  acting 
Grand  High  Priest.  The  address  began  as  follows : 

“How  rapid  is  the  flight  of  time;  it  is  but  as  yesterday  that  we  met  in 
our  Annual  Convocation,  yet  how  many  momentous  events  have  happened 
in  that  brief  twelve  months. 

“The  death  of  the  great  and  good  President  McKinley  by  the  hand  of 


I9°3-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


209 


a  cowardly  assassin — noble  in  his  death — he  died  beloved  by  his  millions  of 
subjects,  and  with  the  respect,  admiration  and  regret  of  the  civilized  world, 

“The  discovery  of  the  Marconi  system  of  wireless  telegraphy,  so  far- 
reaching  in  its  benefits  to  mankind,  the  greatest  life-saving  invention  yet 
known,  warning  as  it  does  through  pulsations  of  the  air,  the  hardy  mari¬ 
ner  of  the  proximity  of  the  dangerous  coast  and  of  the  storms  which  sweep 
the  oceans,  besides  enabling  him  to  communicate  with  terra  firma. 

“The  deplorable  calamity  which  so  recently  visited  the  Islands  of  Mar¬ 
tinique  and  St.  Vincent,  carrying  instantaneous  death  to  thousands  of  their 
inhabitants,  whilst  we-,  in  this  more  favored  land,  have  dwelt  in  safety. 

“But  a  few  days  since  our  hearts  went  out  in  thankfulness  for  the  glad 
tidings  of  peace  in  South  Africa — but  at  what  a  cost !  The  Empire  mourns 
the  death  of  thousands  of  her  brave  sons  who,  in  their  health  and  strength, 
from  the  far  East,  distant  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  and  from  our  own 
fair  Dominion,  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  their  country,  to  sustain  its 
prestige,  its  honor  and  its  stability.  Although  we  deplore  the  loss  of  our 
gallant  Canadians, 

“  The  men  who  can  shoot  and  ride,’ 

and  our  hearts  go  out  in  sympathy  to  those  bereft,  yet  we  feel  that  they 
have  not  shed  their  blood  in  vain,  they  have  shown  their  loyalty  to  the 
Empire  and  their  readiness  to  lay  down  their  lives  at  the  call  of  the 
Mother  land.  Their  heroic  deeds  survive  them,  and  will  be  emblazoned 
in  the  annals  of  our  history. 

“‘Yes,  Honor  decks  the  turf  that  wraps  their  clay, 

Soldier,  rest,  thy  warfare  o’er, 

Sleep  the  sleep  that  knows  not  breaking, 

Dream  of  battlefields  no  more.’  ” 

He  gave  an  interesting  account  of  his  visitations,  paid  a 
tribute  to  the  dead,  as  well  as  a  complete  account  of  his  official 
acts,  which  were  of  local  interest  only.  In  referring  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  he  says  he 
read  it  with  pleasure  and  thinks  it  would  be  profitable  to  have 
the  Foreign  Correspondence  reported  at  greater  length.  He 
thanks  the  Grand  Secretary  for  his  work,  and  congratulates 
the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter.  He 
14 
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says  the  year  just  closed  shows  a  satisfactory  gain,  and  that 
the  Grand  Chapter  is  enjoying  a  season  of  prosperity. 

The  Grand  Secretary  gives  in  his  recapitulation  the  follow¬ 


ing  figures : 

Exalted .  68 

Affiliated  .  5 

Dimitted  .  io 

Missing  . -. .  II 

Died . 8 

Present  membership  .  744 

Gain .  44 


The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury  of  $576.03. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  High  Priest’s 
Address  is  very  full,  and  from  it  we  take  the  following : 

“The  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest  pays  such  a  beautiful,  touch¬ 
ing  and  truthful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  lamented  President 
McKinley,  who  was  a  well  tried,  true  and  trusty  Royal  Arch  Mason,  that 
little  is  left  for  your  committee  to  add.  He  was  indeed  a  man  worthy 
of  all  that  he  said  of  him,  and  as  a  statesman,  friend  and  Mason  his  mem¬ 
ory  will  long  be  revered  and  his  loss  severely  felt.” 

,-'J‘  ■■  id:  f;  -r  /*~s.  -  -  ■  r. 

The  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  was  voted 
to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  B.  Alley,  and  comprises  about  one  hundred 
pages. 

Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  reviewed  in  about  a  page,  and  he 
has  the  following  to  say  of  the  Grand  High  Priest’s  address  : 

“The  address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Spencer,  who  was  re-elected  Grand  High 
Priest,  is  exceedingly  interesting,  and  there  is  so  much  in  it  that  one 
would  like  to  quote  that  we  dare  not  begin.” 

Comp.  Alley’s  report  is  a  good  one. 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  Dempster,  Halifax,  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Campbell,  Halifax,  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary. 
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OREGON,  1903. 

The  Forty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Oregon  was  held  in  Portland,  June  8,  1903. 

Comp.  William  A.  Cleland,  Grand  High  Priest,  called  the 
Grand  Chapter  to  order,  and  ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
were  present  and  twenty-two  of  the  twenty-six  Chapters  were 
represented. 

In  opening  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  said  : 

% 

“We  are  assembled  as  the  representatives  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
and  of  the  State  of  Oregon  to  extend  to  each  other  fraternal  greetings  and 
to  consider  and  dispose  of  matters  affecting  the  Royal  Craft  in  Oregon. 
These  annual  meetings  afford  us  an  opportunity  to  consider  and  appreciate 
the  results  of  our  individual  efforts  as  constituent  Chapters  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  principles  for  which  we  stand. 

“As  we  have  gathered  here  in  Grand  Convocation  year  after  year,  I 
have  been  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Chapter  should  be  and 
mean  more  to  us  than  it  has  and  does.  There  annually  come  together 
here  those  who  stand  at  the  head  of  their  respective  Chapters.  Attendance 
upon  this  body  is  often  at  the  expense  of  considerable  personal  and 
business  inconvenience  and  sacrifice.  Many  of  the  members  travel  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  by  rail,  some  long  distances  by  stage,  and  they  absent  them¬ 
selves  thereby  from  home  and  business  for  days.  When  they  arrive  at 
this,  their  Mecca,  what  awaits  them?  The  Grand  Convocation  is  opened 
in  ample  form,  the  formal  appointments  on  formal  committees  are  made, 
the  formal  reports  of  officers  are  read,  a  few  formal  motions  are  made, 
those  in  line  of  advancement  are  advanced  one  or  more  steps  toward  the 
position  I  now  occupy,  and  the  Convocation  is  closed.  One  day  suffices 
for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  body.” 

“We  number  among  our  members  many  of  the  brightest  minds  in 
Oregon — Companions  who  have  devoted  many  of  the  best  years  of  their 
lives  to  searching  among  the  ruins  and  in  the  archives  for  Masonic  trea¬ 
sure.  The  discoveries  they  have  made,  if  brought  to  light,  would  prove 
of  essential  service  to  the  Craft  and  to  their  Companions  here.  My  theory 
of  the  scope  and  purpose  of  these  Grand  Convocations  is,  that  they  should 
be  made  the  medium  for  the  diffusion  of  Masonic  light  throughout  this 
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Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  formalities  which  now  constitute,  apparently,  the 
sole  purpose  of  the  Convocation  should,  if  possible,  be  still  more  curtailed 
and  the  remainder  of  a  session,  of  not  less  than  two  days,  should  be  de¬ 
voted  to  the  promulgation  and  diffusion  of  Masonic  light  from  the  rich 
stores  of  those  who  have  wrought  in  the  quarries  and  explored  the  secret 
archives  and  are  in  possession  of  the  fruits  of  their  labors.” 

In  his  address  he  paid  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Comp. 
Ferdinand  N.  Shurtleff.  Comp.  Shurtleff  served  as  Grand 
High  Priest  in  1884  and  was  Grand  Commander  in  1890.  He 
was  also  a  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Degree.  He  held  many  public  positions  of  trust,  among 
them  being-  Collector  of  Customs  at  the  port  of  Oregon  for 
eighteen  years,  and  general  appraiser  of  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  Government,  with  offices  in  New 
York,  for  ten  years.  The  Grand  High  Priest  said : 

“He  was  always  an  enthusiastic  Mason,  and  merited  the  honors  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  by  the  Craft.  His  genial  disposition,  his  generous  nature 
and  his  gentle  and  courteous  manner  drew  to  him  a  host  of  friends  who 
sincerely  mourn  his  loss.” 

A  dispensation  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Enterprise, 
and  later  in  the  session  a  warrant  was  granted  for  the  same. 

His  address  was  mainly  on  matters  of  local  interest,  and  he 
concludes  it  as  follows  : 

“In  conclusion,  Companions,  I  retire  from  the  high  office  to  which  you 
have  elected  me,  profoundly  grateful  to  you  for  the  honor  conferred  upon 
me.  I  have  endeavored  to  bring  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  a  mind  and  heart  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  Chapter  Masonry  within  the  State.  If  my  efforts  have  met  with  suc¬ 
cess  in  any  degree  I  am  amply  rewarded  for  the  labor  involved.  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  material  assistance  and  valuable  suggestions  from  Past  Most 
Excellent,  now  Right  Excellent,  James  F.  Robinson,  Grand  Secretary,  who 
is  distinctively  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.” 


The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  of  $2,708.44. 
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From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  we  take  the  follow¬ 
ing  figures : 


Exalted . 

Admitted  . 

Reinstated  . 

Stricken  from  roll 

Suspended  . 

Dimitted . 

Died  . 

Membership  . 

Gain  . 
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32 

7 

15 

1 

34 

27 

1799 

172 


They  print  the  full  returns  of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  giv¬ 
ing  the  names  of  those  marked,  exalted,  admitted,  died,  etc., 
and  also  those  stricken  from  the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
and  those  “relieved  from  dues.”  We  suppose  those  “relieved 
from  dues”  are  members  who  on  account  of  unfortunate  cir¬ 
cumstances  were  not  able  to  pay  them,  and  if  that  is  the  case  we 
do  not  think  it  is  the  proper  thing  to  publish  their  names  to  the 
world.  Companions,  you  should  remember  the  injunction  not 
to  let  your  “right  hand  know  what  your  left  hand  doeth,” 

A  fine  engraving  of  Comp.  William  A.  Cl  eland,  Grand  High 
Priest,  1902-1903,  and  also  one  of  Comp.  Seth  L.  Pope,  Grand 
High  Priest,  1890-1891,  appear  in  the  Proceedings. 

Comp.  J.  M:.  Hodson  writes  a  report  on  Correspondence  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  pages.  He  reviews  forty-five  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  two  of  them  for  two  years,  making  forty-seven 
books,  he  says,  that  “have  passed  our  dissecting  table,  and  the 
results  are-  here  presented  in  as  concise  form  as  our  rambling 
style  of  expression  will  permit.”  He  adds,  “As  the  years  go  by 
the  usages  of  Grand  Chapters  are  gradually  crystallizing  into 
an  approach  to  uniformity,  hence  subjects  for  discussion  are 
few,  and  on  account  of  repetition  become  less  interesting.” 
Pennsylvania  has  a  fraternal  review  of  four  pages. 
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He  hais  the  following  to  say  in  regard  to  Grand  High  Priest 
Spencer’s  address : 

“His  few  decisions  were  all  on  general  lines.  A  Chapter  brother  whom 
it  had  elected  in  an  irregular  manner,  and  had  conferred  the  Mark  and 
Most  Excellent  degrees  upon,  by  an  edict  had  his  name  erased  from  the 
rolls  and  the  work  declared  void.  This  is  another  specimen  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  justice.  The  Chapter  goes  scot  free,  not  even  being  reprimanded, 
and  the  victim  of  its  ignorance  and  irregularity  bears  all  the  punishment. 
We  think  that  system,  and  it  is  regularly  practiced  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania,  is  entirely  wrong.  A  petitioner  is  not  supposed  to  know 
Capitular  law,  and  when  a  Chapter  blunders  it  should  suffer  the  punish¬ 
ment,  and  not  the  innocent  petitioner  who  has  a  right  to  presume  the 
Chapter  is  composed  of  intelligent  men,  who  know  how  to  correctly  ad¬ 
minister  their  own  laws. 

“His  suggestions  relative  to  enforcing  the  choosing  and  recording  of 
a  Mark  before  receiving  the  Royal  Arch  degree  are  in  place  and  pertinent. 
We  believe  in  strictly  maintaining  the  ancient  custom. 

“He  congratulates  the  Royal  Craft  upon  the  harmony  and  prosperity 
prevailing.” 

He  says  of  our  report  on  Correspondence : 

“As  usual  the  very  interesting  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work 
of  the  full  committee.  Companion  J.  L.  Lyte  gives  Oregon  a  very  com¬ 
plete  and  fraternal  review,  which  we  appreciate  very  highly.” 

In  conclusion  he  says : 

“If  interest  depended  upon  sensational  features  this  report  would  be 
a  flat  failure.  But  we  find  the  interest  of  the  Capitular  world  is  growing 
deeper  and  more  conservative  as  the  years  go  by,  and  that  there  is  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  look  out  for  and  avoid  innovations  and  the  sensational.  There 
are  no  new  questions,  but  a  few  of  those  sanctified  by  age  have  been 
viewed  possibly  from  new  standpoints,  and  the  actual  doings  of  the  Com¬ 
panions  have  been  systematized  and  presented  in  the  best  form  at  our 
command.” 

“We  would  have  been  glad  to  interview  every  Grand  Chapter  in  the 
world  and  report  upon  their  doings,  but  during  all  the  years  we  have  been 
engaged  in  this  line,  we  have  never  been  able  to  get  every  one  in  any  one 
year.  The  ranks  of  the  Companions  at  the  round  table  are  broken  nearly 
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every  year;  during  the  last,  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  the  dean  of  the  corps, 
passed  the  white  veil,  leaving  a  vacancy  in  the  hearts  of  his  brethren 
never  to  be  filled.  Others  may  follow  and  do  well,  but  when  his  noble 
light  went  out  the  shining  example  and  exalting  influence  were  extin¬ 
guished  except  as  a  hallowed  memory.  In  this  his  life  and  achievements 
are  an  inspiration  to  every  Companion  brought  under  its  influence,  and 
he  is  made  to  feel : 

“  ‘We  live  in  deec^s,  not  years ;  in  thoughts,  not  breaths ; 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial. 

We  should  count  time  by  heart-throbs.  He  most  lives 
Who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best/ 

“Our  annual  journey  is  now  completed,  and  we  trust  our  labors  have 
not  been  in  vain.” 

Comp.  Edward  W.  Davis,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  James  F.  Robinson,  Grand  Secretary  (re-elected). 


QUEBEC,  1903. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  met 
in  the  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
March  24,  1903. 

The  Grand  First  Prin.  Z.,  M.  E.  Comp.  George  O.  Stanton, 
opened  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  five  Past  Grand  Z.’s  were 
present  and  eleven  Chapters  were  represented.  Comp.  Lieut. 
Col.  A.  A.  Stevenson,  our  Grand  Representative,  was  not 
present. 

In  opening  his  address  the  Grand  First  Prin.  Z.  said : 

“I  am  reminded  by  the  date  upon  the  chair  which  I  now  occupy,  that 
the  Brethren  and  Companions  who  have  welcomed  us  to  Quebec,  and  those 
who  have  preceded  them,  have  been  in  possession,  for  nearly  a  century,  of 
a  collection  of  very  precious  relics  of  Royal  Masters  of  the  Craft, 
whose  services  to  Freemasonry  are  the  common  heritage  of  us  all. 
The  principal  chairs  in  the  east,  west  and  south  of  this  hall  were  the  gift, 
in  1806,  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  Grand  Master  of  the  Moderns, 
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who,  with  his  royal  brother  the  Duke  of  Kent,  was  instrumental,  in  1813, 
in  the  formation  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 

“For  nearly  half  a  century,  however,  before  the  presentation  of  these 
relics,  other  chairs  had  been  ‘passed’  by  the  searchers  after  further  light  in 
Masonry,  on  their  journey  towards  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  of  Jerusalem. 

“There  has  been  claimed  for  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Que¬ 
bec,  a  history  which  runs  back  close  upon  a  century  and  a  half.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  doubtless  conferred  in  this  city  within  a  quarter 
of  a  century  of  its  introduction  in  York  and  in  Lortdon.  Our  late  lamented 
M.  E.  Companion  John  Hamilton  Graham,  in  his  ‘Outlines  of  the  History 
of  Freemasonry  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,’  is  authority  for  the  statement 
that  various  circumstances  indicate  the  conferring  of  our  degrees  in  this 
city  during  the  early  period  of  British  occupation,  which  commenced  in 
1759,  though  the  earliest  records  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  which  have  been 
preserved  here  are  the  minutes  of  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  No.  2  Moderns,  of 
the  city  of  Quebec,  of  date  March  26th,  1783.” 

He  refers  to  the  ending  of  the  war  in  South  Africa  and  the 
coronation  of  King  Edward  VII.  as  events  of  much  importance 
“to  the  Empire,  of  which  we  Canadians  are  proud  to  form  a 
part.”  He  adds : 

“Earnestly  do  we  pray  that  His  Imperial  Majesty’s  reign  may  be  a 
long  and  happy  one,  that  it  may  be  a  time  of  peace  and  prosperity,  full  cf 
the  loving  devotion  and  loyalty  of  his  subjects  throughout  his  vast  empire.” 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  Quebec,  he  says : 

“It  is  a  source  of  much  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  a  very 
substantial  increase  in  our  membership  during  the  past  year.  We  are, 
indeed,  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  healthy  growth  and  the  prosperous 
condition  of  our  Order,  as  well  as  the  harmony  existing  among  the  Craft 
in  our  jurisdiction.  You  will  note  from  the  returns  of  the  various  subor¬ 
dinate  Chapters,  as  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  that 
our  net  gain  in  the  past  year  has  been  101,  which  is  greater  than  any 
previous  year  in  our  history.  This  verifies  the  prediction  contained  in 
my  last  annual  address,  and  I  still  think  that  we  have  a  very  hopeful 
outlook  for  the  future.  The  increase  may  not  be  very  large  in  any  one 
year,  but  the  steady  growth  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  Province  shows 
that  it  is  generally  appreciated  by  the  Craft  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
the  fulfilment  of  its  mission.” 
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He  reported  the  issuing  of  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter, 
and  a  warrant  was  granted  later  in  the  session. 

His  official  acts  are  mainly  of  local  interest,  but  he  gave  a 
very  full  report  of  them,  and  in  his  conclusion  returns  thanks 
to  the  Companions  (and  especially  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.), 
for  their  kindly  advice  and  assistance. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  General 
Fund  of  $1,092.97  and  in  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  $1,245.06. 

The  figures  are  from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. : 


Received,  affiliated  and  restored .  126 

Died  . ' .  10 

Withdrawn  .  18 

Suspended  .  1 

Error .  3 

Present  membership  .  745 

Net  increase  .  101 


The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  P.  G.  Z.,  and  is  interesting  as  his 
reports  always  are. 

His  report  comprises  about  eighty  pages  and  opens  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“Mindful  of  the  responsibility  as  well  as  of  the  honor  of  reappoint¬ 
ment  to  the  Chairmanship  of  your  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and 
Correspondence,  the  undersigned  has  made  a  careful  study  of  the  various 
volumes  of  the  Proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  which  have  reached 
him  from  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  so  far  as  the  limited  space  at  his  dis¬ 
posal  will  permit  of  it,  he  herewith  submits  such  of  the  cream  skimmed 
from  them  as  he  hopes  will  prove  most  interesting  and  instructive  to  the 
Companions  of  this  jurisdiction.  If  comment  be  sparse,  it  is  due  as  well 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  little  to  which  he  can  take  exception,  or  which 
calls  for  criticism  in  the  proceedings  which  have  come  under  his  notice, 
as  to  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  more  profit  may  accrue  to  his  readers 
from  a  perusal  of  the  gems  of  thought  and  literature  which  he  has  culled 
from  the  writings  of  other  correspondents  than  from  that  of  any  words 
which  he  might  pen.” 
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Pennsylvania  receives  a  notice  of  about  a  page  and  a  half, 
but  there  is  nothing  special  in  it  to  write  about. 

In  his  conclusion  he  writes  of  'some  random  thoughts  and 
one  is  as  follows : 

“One  is  suggested  by  the  appearance  of  a  new  book  from  the  pen  of 
the  author  of  ‘The  Simple  Life/  which  last  mentioned  work  was  so  highly 
eulogized  by  President  Roosevelt  in  his  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  last  November.  The  present  writer  was  privileged  to  hear 
Bro.  Roosevelt’s  speech  and  to  subsequently  receive  from  Bro.  John  Wan- 
amaker  a  copy  of  the  little  work  so  highly  praised  by  the  President,  and  the 
reading  of  which  has  proved  so  enjoyable,  and  he  hopes,  so  useful  to  him.” 

We  would  like  to1  write  more  about  Comp.  Chambers’  report 
if  we  had  the  room. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne,  Granby,  Grand  Z. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal,  Grand  Scribe  E.  (re¬ 
elected). 


RHODE  ISLAND,  1903. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  was  held  in  Providence,  March 
10,  1903. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  M.  Nye,  Grand  High  Priest,  opened  the 
Grand  Chapter,  and  nine  of  the  ten  subordinate  Chapters  were 
represented.  Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present. 
Pennsylvania  was  represented  by  M.  E.  Comp  Albert  L.  An¬ 
thony,  who  headed  the  list  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  present. 

In  his  opening  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  then  said : 

“To  those  of  you  who  for  years  have  attended  the  Annual  Convocations 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  who  have  grown  gray  in  the  noble  cause,  we 
would  extend  a  thrice  welcome  greeting.  We  feel  assured  that  the  same 
firm  and  courageous  devotion  to  the  high  principles  of  Capitular  Masonry 
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which  has  actuated  you  in  the  past  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future. 
Your  presence  lends  dignity  to  our  assemblage,  while  your  experience  and 
learning  add  wisdom  to  our  counsels.  To  those  of  you  who  have,  by  the 
suffrages  of  your  Companions,  just  entered  the  sacred  precincts  of  our 
Grand  Chapter  as  representatives  of  your  Chapters,  we  would  extend  a 
sincere  greeting  as  well  as  congratulations  upon  your  official  preferment. 

“The  year  has  been  so  full  and  changing  that  one  loses  the  time  of 
reckoning  until,  as  the  wheel  in  its  revolution  turns  to  the  date  of  .this 
Grand  Convocation,  we  are  reminded  of  De  Quincy  in  his  ‘The  flight  of 
our  human  hours,  not  really  more  rapid  at  any  one  moment  than  another, 
yet  oftentimes  to  our  feelings  seems  more  rapid;  and  the  flight  startles 
us,  like  guilty  things,  with  a  more  affecting  sense  of  rapidity  when  a  dis¬ 
tant  church-clock  strikes  in  the  night  time;  or  when,  some  solemn  summer 
evening,  the  sun’s  disk,  after  settling  for  a  minute,  with  farewell  hori¬ 
zontal  rays  suddenly  drops  out  of  sight.’  ” 

• 

In  his  “Mortuary”  the  Grand  High  Priest  refers  to  the  death 
of  Mi.  E.  Henry  Clay  Field,  the  senior  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
who  died  October  11,  1902,  aged  70  years.  He  served  as  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  in  1872,  was  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
and  was  a  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General  of  the  Thirty- 
third  Degree,  and  Honorary  Member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

He  also  paid  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  following  Com¬ 
panions  : 

Comp.  John  Myers,  of  Newport,  who  served  as  Grand  King 
in  1875,  and  who  died  February  26,  1903,  aged  81  years. 

Comp.  William  G.  Stevens,  who  served  as  Grand  King  in 
1872,  and  died  July  12,  1902,  aged  59  years. 

In  regard  to  the  work  he  said : 

“The  Past  Master’s  degree  is  no  sinecure,  and  it  should  add  to  a  man’s 
dignity  rather  than  detract  from  it;  and  attention  in  this  direction  will  en¬ 
force  one  practical  lesson  and  make  the  Past  Master’s  degree  full  of  mean¬ 
ing  to  the  candidate. 

“Music  interspersed  with  the  lessons  of  the  Most  Excellent  gives  a 
grace  and  polish  to  the  truths  which  is  not  soon  forgotten. 
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“Care  and  caution  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  will  prove  a  safeguard 
which  will  add  to  the  effectiveness  of  its  rendition.” 

He  reports  the  appointment  of  Comp.  Stockton  Bates  as  their 
Grand  Representative  near  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  a  report  of  hiis  decisions,  visi¬ 
tations,  etc.,  and  from  his  conclusion  we  take  the  following: 

“This  year  has  been  a  very  prosperous  one  for  all  of  the  Chapters  in 
this  State.  Harmony  and  good  feeling  have  prevailed,  and  the  prospect 
for  next  year  bids  fair  to  exceed  this.  I  have  frequently  visited  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Chapters  and  witnessed  the  work  of  the  different  degrees,  all  being 
performed  in  a  very  acceptable  and  creditable  manner.  There  have  been 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  exaltations  during  the  year. 

“Our  jurisdiction  is  not  large,  yet  it  is  large  enough  to  do  well  the 
work  which  incidentally  comes.  Questions  are  constantly  occurring  which 
require  widom  and  judgment  to  answer  if  one  does  the  duty  of  Grand 
High  Priest  in  a  conscientious  manner.  And  now,  Companions,  after  the 
pleasures  and  honors  of  the  past  year  of  prosperity,  I  return  to  you  this 
gavel  of  authority  which  one  year  ago  you  entrusted  to  my  care.  If  it 
has  been  wielded  with  success,  my  heart’s  aim  has  been  realized ;  if  mis¬ 
takes  have  occurred  in  wielding  it,  they  must  be  chargeable  to  the  head 
and  not  to  the  heart.  If  I  have  discharged  the  duties  of  my  office  in  a 
manner  which  has  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
and  lightened  the  burden  and  cheered  the  heart  of  a  single  Companion,  I 
shall  feel  that  my  labor  has  not  been  in  vain.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  gave  the  following  figures : 


Exalted  .  201 

Admitted  .  5 

Died  .  43 

Dimitted  .  6 

Dropped  .  51 

Membership  . 2915 

Gain  .  106 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  the  assets  as  follows : 

Thirty-four  shares  stock  Freemasons’  Hall  Co . $1,700  00 

Deposit  in  Banks  and  Trust  Co .  4*365  56 

Total  . $6,065  56 
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The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  Henry  W.  Rugg, 
and  comprises  about  sixty  pages  of  a  very  interesting  and 
readable  report. 

Comp.  Rugg  in  opening  his  report  gives  some  remarks 
about  reports  on  Correspondence  that  we  must  copy  even  if  it 
will  prevent  us  from  writing  about  other  things  in  his  review 
that  we  would  like  to.  He  says : 

“The  usefulness  of  Correspondence  reports  does  not,  however,  mainly 
depend  upon  their  present  reading.  It  is  well  to  have  such  reports  pre¬ 
pared  and  preserved  for  future  reference-  Thought,  study,  reading,  are 
called  for  in  the  summarizing  of  information,  the  setting  forth  of  timely 
statements,  and  the  furnishing  of  appropriate  suggestions,  that  so  constant 
additions  may  be  made  to  Masonic  history,  and  numerous  sign-posts  be 
placed  to  mark  the  progress  of  the  organic  life  of  our  great  Fraternity. 
Correspondence  reports  are  not  without  value  in  such  a  line  of  service. 

“We  have  given  careful  inspection  to  such  Proceedings  of  Grand  Chap¬ 
ters  as  have  reached  us  during  the  past  year.  We  have  noticed  much  of 
similarity  in  the  thought  and  opinions  expressed  by  representative  Crafts¬ 
men  on  the  pages  which  we  have  turned.  Like  topics  have  been  discussed ; 
like  conclusions  have  been  reached.  Only  occasionally  has  some  note  a 
little  out  of  harmony  been  struck.  Frequently,  however,  we  have  found 
a  comment  presented  in  some  new  form,  or  a  criticism  so  stated  and  illus¬ 
trated  as  to  carry  with  it  added  meaning  and  impressiveness.  And  then 
the  fresh,  stronger  life  of  our  Institution  is  attractively  set  forth  not  only 
by  statistical  exhibits,  but  in  the  addresses  and  reviews  that  form  so  con¬ 
siderable  a  part  of  the  printed  transactions  which  we  have  examined  in 
the  preparation  of  this  report.  There  is  a  sufficient  as  well  as  a  suggestive 
text  for  our  present  writing.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  occupies  a  large  and 
inviting  field,  and  we  may  gather  at  will  from  its  abundant  productiveness. 

“Ours  is  a  free  pen.  We  shall  use  it  to  note  events  and  movements 
which  have  marked  the  progress  of  the  Capitular  organizations  during  the 
year  covered  by  this  report ;  to  offer  occasional  suggestions  and  com¬ 
ments  ;  and,  possibly,  to  express,  now  and  then,  the  j  udgment  we  have 
formed  as  regards  some  mooted  question  of  Masonic  law  and  procedure- 
Our  pen,  we  trust,  will  testify  in  this  report  to  our  increasing  love  for  the 
Masonic  Institution,  and  our  confidence  in  its  power  and  usefulness.  We 
rejoice  in  the  heritage  of  Freemasonry.  The  brightness  of  the  historic  and 
traditional  past  still  illumines  the  Craftsman’s  way.  The  present  time  is 
most  propitious — it  gives  multiplied  opportunities  for  the  advance  and 


222 


THE  GRAND  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 


[1903- 


greater  service  of  our  Fraternity,  and  points  to  a  future  of  grand  accom¬ 
plishment  when  the  spirit  of  a  true  brotherhood  shall  fill  and  rule  all  hearts.” 

He  gives  Pennsylvania  a  fraternal  notice  and  quotes  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  decisions  of  Grand  High  Priest  Spencer  and  from 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  report  of  Rhode  Island  did  not  reach  the  committee  last 
year  in  time  for  a  review. 

Comp.  Rugg  writes  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instruc¬ 
tive  reports  that  we  find  among  the  number  assigned  to  us  for 
review  and  we  hope  sometime  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
him.  We  read  his  writings  long  ago  in  the  “Freemason’s 
Repository”  which  we  received  regularly,  and  always  enjoyed 
them. 

From  his  conclusion  on  Freemasonry  we  take  the  following: 

“It  will  flourish  and  justify  its  being  only  as  true  and  faithful  men 
line  up  in  its  ranks,  witnessing  for  its  truth  and  teachings  in  daily  life  and 
conversation,  thus  better  than  in  any  other  way  showing  to  the  world  the 
moral  uses  of  our  benign  Institution.  So  comes  to  us,  one  and  all,  the 
call  of  duty — the  glorious  privilege  as  well — that  we  should  be  faithful — 
that  we  should  not  weary  in  well-doing — that  we  should  constantly  be 
seekers  after  more  light  and  knowledge  and  truth,  as  we  consciously  move 
along  an  advancing  way  which  leads  to  God  and  to  heaven.  Brethren  and 
Companions,  see  ye  not  what  is  your  exalted  calling?  And  see  ye  not  how 
many  and  blessed  are  the  recompenses  of  faithful  service  rendered  for 
love’s  sake  and  for  truth’s  sake?  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye 
if  ye  do  them!” 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  B.  Manchester,  Providence,  Grand 
High  Priest. 

R.  E.  Comp.  William  R.  Greene,  Providence,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  (re-elected). 


SCOTLAND,  1903. 

The  only  Proceedings  we  have  from  Scotland  are  of  a  Quar¬ 
terly  Communication  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  held  in 
Royal  Arch  Masons’  Hall,  Edinburgh,  March  4,  1903. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  The  Hon.  C.  M.  Ramsay,  Grand  Z.,  presided. 

Most  of  the  business  is  conducted  by  a  Supreme  Committee, 
and  the  following  recommendations  of  that  committee  were 
adopted : 

“1.  That  the  sum  of  £500  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  Account  be  in¬ 
vested  towards  reducing  the  bond  over  the  Halls,  if  same  can  be  arranged 
by  the  law  agents. 

“2.  That  Grand  Scribe  E.’s  salary  be  increased  by  £50  per  annum,  and 
on  the  motion  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.,  remit  was  made  to  Supreme  Com¬ 
mittee  to  consider  the  question  of  the  increased  clerical  assistance  in  Grand 
Scribe  E.’s  office. 

“3.  That  a  charter  be  granted  to  a  Chapter  at  Penrith,  New  South 
Wales. 

“4.  That  M.  E.  Comp.  K.  R.  Gama  be  reappointed  Grand  Superinten¬ 
dent  for  All  India,  S.  C.” 

A  warrant  was  granted  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Lerwick,  Shet¬ 
land. 

The  following  notice  appears  in  regard  to  the  nomination  of 
a  Grand  Z. : 

“The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.,  in  nominating  Comp.  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie,  of 
Glenmuik,  Bart.,  as  his  successor  in  the  office  of  First  Grand  Principal, 
said  that  Sir  Allan  had  been  doing  excellent  work  in  the  Province  of 
Aberdeenshire,  as  Grand  Superintendent,  in  rather  critical  times.  He  had 
now  got  his  Province  into  a  state  of  great  efficiency,  and  had  proved  him¬ 
self  to  be  a  thoroughly  good  Mason.  He  had,  therefore,  much  pleasure  in 
formally  nominating  him  for  election  as  First  Grand  Principal. 

“Comp.  C.  C.  Nisbet,  Past  Depute  Grand  Z.,  seconded  Sir  Allan’s  nomi¬ 
nation,  and  said  that  Supreme  Committee  could  not  have  selected  a  more 
popular  Companion  for  that  very  important  office.” 

The  Grand  Z.  made  reference  to  an  official  visitation  that 
had  been  made  to  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  of  Aberdeen¬ 
shire,  and  the  Proceedings  contain  a  full  account  of  the  visita¬ 
tion,  showing  that  it  was  a  most  delightful  time  for  those  who 
participated. 
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Several  Provincial  reports  follow  and  then  a  statement  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  in  detail  is  given  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

The  reports  show  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  ^8386  $s. 
2/4  d.,  and  the  Charity  Fund  amounts  to  ^2320  5^. 

Comp.  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie,  of  Glenmuik,  Bart,  Grand  Z. 

Comp.  Robert  S.  Brown,  Edinburgh,  Grand  Scribe  E.  (re- 
elected). 

SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1902. 

The  Ninety-first  Annual  Grand  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  held  at  Charleston,  February  11,  1902,  with  all 
the  officers  present,  and  the  representatives  of  seventeen  out  of 
forty-four  subordinate  Chapters,  and  eighteen  representatives 
of  other  Grand  Chapters.  All  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good 
standing  were  permitted  to  be  present. 

In  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
nothing  special  is-  noted  in  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  John  R.  Bellinger.  A  number  of  dis¬ 
pensations  were  issued,  visitations  made,  and  Grand  Repre¬ 
sentatives  appointed. 

Only  one  decision  was  rendered  by  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
viz. :  “That  a  member  in  good  standing  may  be  elected  to  the 
office  of  High  Priest  without  having  filled  the  office  of  King  or 
Scribe.”  This  decision  iis  sustained  by  the  Committee  on  Juris¬ 
prudence,  as  consistent  with  their  law.  It  would  not  be  so 
with  ours. 

Appropriate  reference  is  made  to  the  world-wide  shock  caused 
by  the  assassination  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Comp.  William  McKinley,  but  it  would  have  been  well  if  the 
Grand  High  Priest  had  suppressed  his  fear  that  some  Com¬ 
panion  might  think  he  was  injecting  politics  into  Masonry,  by 
condemning  the  “deep  damnation  of  his  taking  off.”  We  do 
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not  see  the  connection.  Sentiments  of  patriotism  are  never  out 
of  place  in  a  Masonic  body,  and  the  denunciation  of  the  un¬ 
natural  murder  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation  should 
find  an  echo  in  the  heart  of  every  Mason,  whether  the  victim 
was  a  member  of  the  Fraternity  or  not.  At  any  rate,  the  Grand 
Chapter  did  not  censure  Comp.  Ballinger  for  his  expressions  on 
the  subject. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  that  “there  seems  to  be  more 
real  stability  in  our  Chapters  than  was  the  case  some  years 
since.”  The  total  membership  is  stated  at  818,  showing  a  net 
gain  of  58.  Every  Chapter  did  some  work  during  the  year, 
“and  the  future  can  not  be  said  to  look  discouraging.” 

One  Chapter  working  under  a  dispensation,  had  evidently 
not  made  sufficient  progress  to  merit  a  charter,  and  was  con¬ 
tinued  under  dispensation  for  another  year. 

They  have  a  way  in  this  Grand  Chapter,  of  imposing  a  pen¬ 
alty  on  Chapters,  of  ten  per  cent,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  dues, 
if  the  returns  are  not  rendered  within  a  certain  time.  It  is  a 
good  plan. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  J.  T.  Barron,  is  an  active,  en¬ 
thusiastic  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  an  able  and  efficient  officer. 
Besides  performing  the  duties  of  his  own  office,  he  represents 
the  Grand  High  Priest  in  visitations  to  a  large  percentage  of 
the  Chapters,  and  apparently  reviewed  the  Proceedings  of 
forty-six  Grand  Chapters  and  wrote  a  report  on  Correspond¬ 
ence,  which  is  rendered  in  a  pleasing  manner.  He  seems  to 
be  strong  on  the  question  of  “representatives.”  We  will  not 
take  up  the  cudgel  for  our  predecessor,  Comp.  Hemperley ,  nor 
attempt  to  reconcile  certain  alleged  inconsistencies  on  the 
subject  which  Comp.  Barron  points  to  in  our  Proceedings,  but 
we  would  seek  information  on  this  point :  On  page  27  he  pre¬ 
sents  us  with  a  list  of  “Representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
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of  South  Carolina  near  other  Grand  Chapters,”  and  among 
them  is  “Pennsylvania,  William  E.  Gantt,  Charleston.”  On 
page  4  he  says :  “The  Grand  Representatives  of  other  Grand 
Chapters  were  presented  to  'the  Grand  Chapter  and  cordially 
welcomed,”  and  in  the  list  is  “Wm.  E.  Gantt,  Pennsylvania.” 
What  we  want  to  know  is,  whose  representative  is  Comp. 
Gantt  ? 

J.  Edwin  McDonald,  Winnsboro,  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  F.  Barron,  Columbia,  Grand  Secretary. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA,  1903. 

June  11,  1903,  the  Grand  Chapter  met  in  its  Fourteenth  An¬ 
nual  Convocation,  at  Dead  wood.  Out  of  twenty-nine  Chapters 
in  the  jurisdiction,  twenty-five  were  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Edwin  S. 
Ames,  reflects  talents  that  did  not  have  a  chance  to  shine  much 
during  his  term  of  office.  He  says  that  when  he  assumed  the 
office  he  had  hoped  that  fortune  would  enable  him  to  be  an 
actual,  not  a  nominal  head  to  his  Grand  Chapter.  He  says : 
“I  shall  ever  regret  that  I  could  not  travel  among  you,  work, 
and  receive  the  Craftsman’s  wages.”  He  had  planned  to  visit 
the  Chapters  in  the  State,  but  to  save  my  life  I  could  not  ar¬ 
range  my  business  to  permit  it.”  This  is  his  excuse:  “For  ten 
months  I  have  worked  without  help,  for  none  could  be  had,  all 
day,  often  at  my  office  from  4.30  A.  M.  till  11  or  12  P.  M.,  and 
have  worked  as  late  as  1.30  A.  M.  I  to-day  am  much  older 
than  a  year  ago,  yet  I  am  hopeful  for  the  future.”  Help  came 
to  him  at  last,  but  as  he  says,  too  late  to  enable  him  to  satis¬ 
factorily  round  out  his  term  of  office.  South  Dakota  is  a  good 
ways  from  here,  too  far  to  get  accurate  information,  and  we 
are  reminded  of  the  injunction  “judge  not,”  but  we  seriously 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


227 


1903-1 

wonder  what  could  be  the  environments  T)f  this  Companion. 
Were  the  necessities  of  creditors  and  family  weighing  upon 
him,  or  was  he  struggling  to  accumulate  worldly  goods?  If  the 
former,  then  he  was  entitled  to  sympathy,  which  his  Grand 
Chapter  neglected  to  tender.  If  the  latter,  then  we  recommend 
that  he  join  a  labor  union  that  will  curb  his  ambition  for 
working  overtime.  For  vain  drudgery,  the  man  with  the  hoe 
“isn’t  in  it”  with  the  fellow  who  burns  the  midnight  oil. 

Without  being  personal,  we  are  led  to  observe  that  some  of 
our  brethren  strive  harder  to  obtain  the  honors  of  the  Grand 
Bodv  than  afterwards  to  serve  it.  Personal  sacrifices  seem  to 

J 

attend  their  pleasures  of  anticipation,  rather  than  of  realization. 
It  is  like  the  contrast,  in  some  men,  between  the  quality  of  love 
and  affection  before  marriage,  and  after.  The  office  of  Grand 
High  Priest  is  not  entirely  ornamental,  and  no  one  should 
aspire  to,  or  enter  upon  it  without  the  willingness  to  forget  his 
private  affairs  at  times,  if  necessary,  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  his  obligations  to  the  Craft. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota  appears  to  have  moved 
along,  however,  keeping  its  course  under  the  watchful  eyes 
of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  the  Grand  Lecturer.  One  new 
Chapter  was  constituted,  and  a  dispensation  issued  for  another. 
No  decisions  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  were  necessary,  and 
harmonious  and  fraternal  relations  predominated  among  the 
Craft.  We  are  surprised  to  learn,  however,  from  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Rituals  that  some  Chapters  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  “communicating"  the  degree  of  M.E.M.  XL,  which 
practice  they  deprecate,  and  earnestly  urge  to  be  discontinued. 
Upon  what  theory  could  any  one  consider  that  degree  less 
important  than  the  others?  Why  not  “Communicate”  all  the 
degrees,  if  any?  Surely  here  is  a  chance  for  the  G.  H.  P.  “to 
get  busy.” 

The  same  committee  also  recommend  that  the  ritual  be 
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printed  in  cipher  and  that  four  copies  be  furnished  to  each 
Chapter.  We  think  it  unfortunate  that  this  and  other  jurisdic¬ 
tions  deem  it  necessary  to  depend  upon  ciphers  to  preserve  the 
purity  and  uniformity  of  the  work.  However,  it  is  probably  a 
sign  of  the  times.  The  faculty  of  memory  is  losing  its  strength 
for  want  of  exercise.  The  doors  to  the  mental  storehouse  are 
cloised  to  everything  that  does  not  contribute  to  the  actual  neces¬ 
sities  of  every  day  life.  Memoranda  and  other  external  agen¬ 
cies  are  employed  as  depositories,  and  all  that  memory  needs  to 
do  is  to  direct  perception  where  to  find  them.  When  they  go 
astray,  confusion  triumphs.  But  we  are  not  reviewing  a  work 
on  metaphysics,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South 
Dakota  makes  no  such  pretensions. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  P.  G.  H.  P.  Comp.  L. 
G.  Levoy.  He  begins  with  congratulations  to  “the  Royal  Craft 
of  South  Dakota  on  the  splendid  conditions  surrounding  and 
the  bright  outlook  for  the  future  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  on 
this  continent.’ ’*  We  hope  South  Dakota  has  had  and  will 
secure  her  share  of  it.  A  gain  of  sixty-one  in  her  membership 
last  year  may  not  prove  anything.  Comp.  Levoy  is  certainly 
opposed  to  “railroading,”  as  witness  his  review  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  Alabama  and  others,  even  though  they  have  been  “com¬ 
municating”  one  of  the  degrees  in  his  own  jurisdiction.  Times 
have  been  so  good  out  in  the  “wild  and  woolly  West,”  and 
everybody  has  been  so  busy  making  money,  that  perhaps  the 
Chapter  boom  has  not  had  room  to  expand  much  yet.  But 
after  all,  it  is  not  the  quantity  of  the  Masonic  organizations, 
but  rather  its  quality  that  speaks  for  prosperity,  and  in  that 
respect  we  believe  South  Dakota  is  all  right. 

We  like  Comp.  Levoy  for  the  vigorous  way  in  which  he 
handles  his  topics.  He  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions  and 
can  take  care  of  himself.  We  appreciate  his  good  words  for 
Pennsylvania.  He  commends  the  decisions  and  other  doings 
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of  our  outgoing  G.  H.  P.  Comp.  Spencer,  and  believes  that 
the  inaugural  address  of  the  incoming  Comp.  Kline  indicates 
that  he  will  maintain  the  Pennsvlvania  standard.  In  all  of 
which  he  is  correct. 

Samuel  H.  Jumper,  Aberdeen,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  Secretary. 

TENNESSEE,  1903. 

% 

The  Seventy-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter  was  held  at  Nashville,  January  26,  1903.  There  were 
present  the  Grand  High  Priest,  David  E.  Shields,  and  the  other 
officers,  eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  twenty-three  Past 
High  Priests,  and  the  representatives  of  all  the  seventy-one 
subordinate  Chapters  except  seven. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  concise,  business¬ 
like  review  of  his  official  doings  for  the  year.  Dispensations 
were  issued  for  three  new  Chapters,  and  for  other  minor  pur¬ 
poses,  visitations  to  only  seven  Chapters  were  made,  and  three 
decisions  were  rendered,  the  last  of  which  is  as  follows : 

“I  received  a  communication  from  Rogersville  Chapter,  119,  asking 
if  they  could  receive  and  act  upon  a  petition  of  a  brother  who  has  lost  his 
right  arm.  I  answered  that  if  he  could  receive  and  impart  the  Ritual  they 
could ;  otherwise  they  could  not.” 

From  this  equivocal  answer,  it  might  appear  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest  was  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  his  ritual  to 
determine  whether  a  one-armed  man  can  receive  and  impart 
it,  and  refers  the  question  back  to  the  superior  knowledge  of 
the  subordinate  Chapter,  to  be  settled  by  them.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Jurisprudence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  considered  the  mat¬ 
ter,  however,  and  stated  “that  the  brother  could  not  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Order,  and  therefore  is  ineligible.” 
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As  to  the  'state  of  the  Order  in  the  jurisdiction  he  says : 

“From  the  various  means  at  my  command  I  have  tried  to  keep  posted 
as  to  the  state  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Tennessee.  There  are  seventy-one 
Chapters  now  on  our  rolls,  and  many  of  them  are  alive  and  active  and 
doing  good  work;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  some  of  them  are  in  a  dormant 
condition.  It  seems  that  some  good,  zealous  missionary  work  is  needed. 
What  can  be  done  to  awaken  an  interest  in  these  localities?  Personal 
visitation  by  some  competent  Companion  seems  to  me  to  be  the  only 
remedy.” 

This  suggestion  was  met  by  the  Grand  Chapter  in  naming  a 
committee  to  consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a  Grand 
Lecturer.  The  committee  subsequently  reported  recommend¬ 
ing  that  such  appointment  be  made  in  conjunction  with  the 
Grand  Council,  suggesting  plans  for  compensation,  lines  of 
work,  reports,  etc.,  but  the  report  was  rejected  by  the  Grand 
Chapter.  Then  two  Companions  who  were  members  of  the 
committee  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

“Whereas,  There  are  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  sixty-nine  dead  Chap¬ 
ters  and  thirty-eight  counties  in  which  there  are  no  Chapters ;  and 

“Whereas,  There  are  about  3,500  non-affiliates  in  the  State;  be  it 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Subordinate  Chapters  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
be  asked  to  consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a  Grand  Lecturer  and 
to  instruct  their  Representatives  at  the  next  Grand  Chapter  how  to  vote 
on  the  proposition.” 

The  two  Companions  deserved  to  be  mentioned.  They  are 
T.  A.  Hisey,  of  Morristown,  and  M.  F.  Flenniken,  of  Knox¬ 
ville.  They  are  to  be  commended  for  manifesting  a  desire  to 
bring  an  awakening  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Tennessee. 
May  success  reward  their  efforts.  The  total  membership  of 
subordinate  Chapters  is  2919.  This  should,  and  no  doubt  will 
be,  largely  increased  under  the  stimulus  of  such  efforts  as  those 
above  noted. 
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This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  subordinate  Chapters  for 
their  action : 

“ Resolved .  That  every  candidate  for  advancement  in  Capitular  Masonry 
shall,  before  receiving  advancement,  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in 
open  Chapter  upon  the  lectures  of  the  preceding  degree.’’ 

This  regulation  is  theoretically  good,  but  requires  great  ten¬ 
acity  of  purpose  to  enforce.  Our  experience  with  it  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Masonry  has  not  been  satisfactory. 

An  important  change  was  made  in  the  qualifications  of  an 
officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  by  the  adoption  of  the  following : 

" Resolved ,  That  hereafter  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  in 
this  Grand  Chapter  who  has  not  been  regularly  elected  and  installed  High 
Priest  of  a  Subordinate  Chapter  in  this  Jurisdiction.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  unusually  interesting.  By 
reason  of  pressure  of  his  professional  business,  Comp.  Henry 
H.  Ingersoll,  the  regular  correspondent,  called  to  his  assistance 
Comp.  James  C.  Park,  who  reviewed  the  Proceedings  of  other 
Grand  Chapters.  He  refers  to  the  efforts  of  our  Committee  on 
Correspondence  as  “full  of  literary  merit,  replete  with  Masonic 
information,  running  over  with  brotherly  love,”  and  quotes 
that  beautiful  gem  of  Comp.  Hemperly  touching  our  duty  to 
tender  the  flowers  of  love  and  kindness  to  the  living  friend, 
rather  than  wait  to  lay  our  tribute  upon  his  bier. 

Comp.  Ingersoll  concludes  the  report  with  a  discussion  of 
three  topics,  which  he  handles  in  a  masterful  way.  The  first 
is  “Chapter  Examinations,”  in  which  he  argues  for  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  candidate  in  the  preceding  degrees  before  ad¬ 
vancement.  The  second  is  “Line  Promotion,”  wherein  he  de¬ 
precates  the  custom  of  advancing  officers,  in  the  Chapter  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  quantity  of  service,  rather  than  its  quality.  The 
third  is  “Royal  Outlook,”  in  which  he  compares  our  Order  and 
its  membership  with  other  fraternal  societies,  exalts  the  title 
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“Royal  Arch  Mason,”  and  exhorts  us  to  live  up  to  it.  We  wish 
that  space  in  this  report  would  permit  us  to  reproduce  the 
thoughts  of  Comp.  Ingersoll  on  these  subjects,  and  that  they 
might  arrest  the  attention  of  every  Companion  in  our  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  They  are  worthy  of  earnest,  intelligent  consideration. 

George  P.  Chandler,  Knoxville,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  A.  Clendening,  Nashville,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


TEXAS,  1902. 

The  Fifty-third  Grand  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Houston,  beginning  December  2,  1902,  and  closing  December 
4,  1902,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  C.  R.  Phillips  presiding,  and 
all  the  regular  officers  in  their  respective  stations,  except  three 
appointives.  There  were  present  also  fifteen  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  and  twenty-four  representatives  of  other  Grand  Juris¬ 
dictions,  and  eighty-one  Past  High  Priests  and  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  one  hundred  and  ten  subordinate  Chapters.  All  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  were  admitted  who  desired  to 
be  present. 

This  appears  to  be  an  active,  busy,  working  body.  Others 
besides  the  officers  are  interested  in  its  business.  The  sessions 
of  this  Convocation  continued  through  parts  of  three  days,  and 
reports  by  about  twenty  committees  were  submitted  in  writing 
and  disposed  of  with  proper  care  and  attention. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Phillips,  is 
presented  in  well  chosen  language.  His  reference  to  the  death 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  William  Fellows  Swain,  and  S.  J. 
Morris,  and  Grand  Secretary  George  Lopas,  Jr.,  is  impressive. 
Of  the  latter  he  says :  “In  the  death  of  Comp.  Lopas,  Masonry 
has  lost  a  zealous  and  earnest  worker,  a  Companion  faithful  in 
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the  discharge  of  his  duty.  One  who,  by  his  patient  willingness 
to  assist,  had  endeared  himself  to  the  Companions,  so  that  his 
name  will  live  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him.”  Com¬ 
panion  Lopas  had  been  Grand  Secretary  since  1893,  and  died 
August  22,  1902. 

The  report  shows  that  six  new  Chapters  were  instituted  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  and  dispensations  granted  for  four  others. 

The  decisions  are  all  based  on,  and  constructive  of,  the  laws 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas,  and  are  sustained  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence.  The  Grand  High  Priest  has  the 
wisdom  to  reverse  himself  when  upon  after  consideration  he 
finds  he  made  a  mistake,  as  is  evidenced  by  his  decision  No.  1. 
Most  men  have  not  this  faculty.  They  do  not  admit  their  mis¬ 
takes  or  a  consciousness  of  them.  Decision  No.  4  is  as  follows  : 
“If  a  candidate  receives  one  black  ball,  and  the  High  Priest 
receives  a  protest  afterwards,  it  has  the  effect  of  two  black 
balls.”  Does  it  require  two  black  balls  to  reject  an  applicant  in 
Texas?  If  not,  why  consider  the  effect  of  a  protest  after  an 
applicant  has  been  rejected?  No.  11  says:  “There  is  but  one 
way  to  confer  the  Past  Master’s  degree  when  it  is  properly 
done.”  We  venture  to  agree  with  that  proposition,  and  it  is 
safe  to  apply  the  same  principle  to  about  every  thing  else  we 
do  in  Masonry,  or  out  of  it. 

Comp.  John  A.  Bryan,  of  Cleburne,  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary,  and  an  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  the  late  Grand  Secretary  is  submitted  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest. 

This  important  recommendation  is  made  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest : 

“The  action  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas,  held  in  June,  1864,  which  resulted  in  merging 
those  two  bodies,  was  perhaps  a  wise  and  judicious  proceeding  at  that 
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time,  but  times  change,  and  conditions  with  them.  The  mutations  atten¬ 
dant  upon  the  thirty-eight  intervening  years  since  the  merger  have  demon¬ 
strated  that  embarrassments  have  arisen  when  Companions  leave  this 
Jurisdiction,  and  upon  seeking  to  affiliate  in  other  Jurisdictions  that  still 
retain  the  autonomy  of  the  Grand  Council,  have  been  denied  because  they 
did  not  hold  a  dimit  from  a  regular  Council  of  this  Jurisdiction.  In  view 
of  this  condition,  incidents  of  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  re¬ 
spectfully  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  terminating  the  merger  and  severing  the  two  bodies,  and  report 
their  conclusions  at  their  earliest  convenience.” 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Grand  Officers’  Re¬ 
ports,  this  proposed  dissolution  of  partnership  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee  of  P.  G.  H.  Priests,  viz. :  Companions  J.  C. 
Kidd,  J.  D.  Crenshaw  and  T.  H.  Hayne,  to  report  at  the  next 
Grand  Annual  Convocation.  No  doubt  this  readjustment  of 
organization  will  be  carried  into  effect  for  the  reasons  sub¬ 
mitted. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  healthy  financial 
condition, — receipts  $11,220.57,  expenditures  $5,095.56,  bal¬ 
ance  on  hand  $6,125.01. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary’s  report  we  find  a  membership  of 
7868,  net  gain  of  413  over  previous  year.  It  would  appear  that 
“something  is  doing”  in  Texas. 

A  touch  of  sentiment  is  given  to  the  otherwise  business 
deliberations  of  the  Convocation,  by  the  adoption  of  a  resolu¬ 
tion  appropriating  $100  for  the  immediate  needs  of  the  aged 
widow  of  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  “But  the  greatest  of 
these  is  charity.”  Why  would  it  not  be  a  commendable  prac¬ 
tice  to  make  at  least  one  specific  act  of  charity,  an  indispensable 
feature  of  the  Proceedings  of  every  Grand  Chapter  meeting? 
To  be  sure  we  all  have  our  charity  funds  and  our  relief  funds, 
etc.,  concerning  which,  reports  are  made  by  trustees  and  com¬ 
mittees,  showing  receipts  and  expenditures  and  balances,  indi- 
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eating  that  the  great  principles  of  Capitular  Masonry  are  ap¬ 
plied,  but  a  consideration  of  these  is  general,  the  heart  is  not 
touched  by  it ;  it  is  a  matter  of  business  to  the  assembled  Com¬ 
panions.  A  deed  of  charity  is  effective  upon  the  conscience  in 
proportion  to  our  familiarity  with  the  immediate  object.  If  we 
know  the  circumstances  and  the  needs  of  the  case,  it  comes  to 
us  in  concrete  form,  we  feel  a  personal  interest,  and  extended 
charity  then  cultivates  our  sensibilities.  Such  an  educating 
influence  and  exemplification  of  our  cardinal  principle  is  worthy 
of  a  place  on  our  program. 

The  volume  of  Proceedings  is  presented  in  good  form,  and 
guided  by  the  criticisms  of  our  brother  of  South  Carolina,  we 
infer  it  is  an  improvement  over  the  previous  year.  A  portrait 
of  the  present  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  J..  M.  Stravhorn, 
adorns  the  first  page.  His  countenance  indicates  executive 
ability,  and  no  doubt  the  interests  of  the  Craft  in  Texas  are  in 
safe  hands. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  comes,  as  usual,  from  the 
pen  of  Comp.  John  L.  Terrell  and  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
forty-six  Grand  Bodies.  Its  perusal  is  interesting  and  profit¬ 
able.  Pennsylvania  is  styled  a  “grand  old  jurisdiction,' ’  and  is 
accorded  dignified  treatment.  This  comment  is  made  on  the 
administration  of  our  laws  and  regulations :  “In  Pennsylvania 
they  still  punish  the  innocent  and  unsuspecting  Companion 
who  receives  the  degrees  'somewhat  irregularly,  and  strike  his 
name  from  the  roll,  instead  of  disciplining  the  Chapter  whose 
fault  it  is.”  We  assure  Comp.  Terrell  that  in  Pennsylvania 
we  are  not  without  a  fine  sense  of  feeling,  and  the  issuance  of 
an  edict  separating  an  applicant  from  a  Chapter  into  which  he 
has  not  been  regularly  admitted,  is  more  of  a  punishment  and 
humiliation  to  the  Chapter,  and  especially  its  officers,  than 
to  the  applicant,  who  can  be  subsequently  vindicated  by  a 
regular  admission,  which  he  always  demands.  A  Chapter  is 
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not  likely  to  make  the  mistake  a  second  time.  With  this  expla¬ 
nation,  we  commend  our  method  to  the  Companions  of  Texas. 

J.  ML  Strayhorn,  Waco,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  A.  Bryan,  Cleburne,  Grand  Secretary. 


VERMONT,  1903. 

At  Burlington,  June  12,  1903,  the  Grand  Chapter  held  its 
Eighty-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  presided  over  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  William  J.  Boyce,  who,  judging  from  his 
address,  surrendered  his  authority  with  peace  and  harmony 
flourishing  among  the  Craft.  He  had  no  decisions  to  make 
during  the  year,  and  no  grievances  to  adjust.  One  new 
Chapter  was  christened  by  him  and  several  special  dispensa¬ 
tions  were  granted  to  do  things  out  of  the  regular  order,  which 
he  says  “were  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons.”  As  he  did  not 
state  the  reasons  or  the  facts,  he  was  safe  from  any  question 
as  to  whether  he  had  wisely  exercised  hits,  discretion. 

They  make  much  of  the  office  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  their  plans  are  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion  by  others.  They  have  district  meetings,  evidently  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  District  Deputy,  when  the  several  Chapters 
render  the  work  of  the  different  degrees,  which  is  reviewed 
and  criticised  by  the  Grand  Lecturer.  Then  there  is  an  annual 
convocation  of  District  Deputies  called  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  directed  by  the  Grand  Lecturer,  at  which  the 
Deputies  are  examined  and  instructed  in  the  duties  of  their 
office,  and  for  the  purpose  of  consultation.  The  proceedings 
of  these  convocations  are  printed  with  those  of  the  Grand  Chap¬ 
ter.  This  is  systematic  work,  and  must  have  an  excellent  effect 
on  the  general  organization.  But  the  Grand  Lecturer  is  not 
satisfied.  In  his  report  he  recommends  that  a  plan  be  in- 
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augurated  to  authorize  the  District  Deputies  to  call  together 
certain  officers  of  each  Chapter  in  their  respective  districts  for 
instruction  and  drilling  in  the  ritualistic  work. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  says :  “The  zeal 
and  interest  born  of  true  devotion  to  the  work  of  Capitular 
Masonry,  as  manifested  by  the  Grand  Lecturer,  merits  our 
hearty  approbation,  and  we  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the 
value  and  importance  of  his  labors  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft.” 
This  is  well-merited  praise. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  by  P.  G.  H.  P.  Comp.  Marsh 
O.  Perkins  shows  a  careful  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  other 
jurisdictions,  and  mentions  Pennsylvania  with  words  of  com¬ 
mendation. 

William  S.  Terill,  Rutland,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 


VIRGINIA,  1902. 

The  Ninety-fifth  Grand  Annual  Convocation  convened  at 
Richmond,  November  11,  1902,  and  was  presided  over  by 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  William  James  Hubbard,  of  Lynch¬ 
burg,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  first  page  of  the  Proceedings 
now  before  us.  He  is  nearly  as  handsome  as  our  own  M.  E. 
Comp.  Spencer,  just  retired  from  the  same  office  among  us. 

In  his  address  he  says : 

"In  rendering  to  you  an  account  of  my  administration,  I  am  happy  in 
being  able  to  report  that  never  in  the  history  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction 
has  a  more  perfect  state  of  harmony  existed,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
than  has  prevailed  during  my  term  of  office. 

“There  is  a  steady  increase  of  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry  through¬ 
out  the  State  and  our  relations  with  our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  have 
been  of  the  most  pleasing  nature. 

“I  am  most  happy  to  state  that  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  make 
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a  decision  officially,  worthy  of  mention,  during  my  term  of  office.  This, 
to  me,  is  an  indication  that  the  Companions  throughout  the  State  have 
become  so  familiar  with  the  Methodical  Digest,  as  to  be  able  toi  decide  all 
points  of  law  for  themselves.  This  is  a  most  gratifying  state  of  affairs.” 

Such  a  condition  of  tranquility  is  what  ought  to  be  expected 
from  the  “Old  Dominion,”  the  aristocrat  of  States.  May  the 
beneficent  influence  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  pervade  her  so¬ 
ciety,  her  business,  and  her  politics. 

Four  new  Chapters  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Fligh  Priest  accomplished  a  remarkable  work, — 
that  of  visiting  every  one  of  the  forty-three  Chapters  in  the 
jurisdiction,  manifesting  a  conspicuous  zeal  and  thoroughness 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Of  this  he  says : 

“It  was  no  light  burden  they  (the  Grand  Chapter)  laid  upon  my  shoul¬ 
ders,  involving  as  it  did  traveling  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other, 
and  in  one  instance  requiring  a  drive  of  twenty-two  miles  to  reach  one 
of  the  Chapters,  then  twenty-two  miles  back  to  catch  the  train  which  left 
at  four  o’clock  the  next  morning;  but  I  have  accomplished  it  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  and  I  will  say  that  it  certainly  seems  to  me  to  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  Royal  Craft  to  be  shown  that  they  are  not  forgotten  by  their 
Grand  Chapter,  and  that  a  personal  interest  is  taken  in  their  welfare  by 
the  Supreme  Body.” 

Comp.  Hubbard  was  also  at  the  same  time  Grand  Lecturer, 
and  renders  a  detailed  report  of  his  work  in  that  capacity. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  High  Priest’s  Address  reports : 

“Finally  we  congratulate  our  M.  E.  Companion  upon  his  successful  ad¬ 
ministration  and  know  that  we  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
when  we  express  appreciation  of  his  unwearied  zeal  and  arduous  labor, 
also  the  hope  that  he  may  long  be  spared  to  Companionship  and  useful¬ 
ness  among  us.” 

To  which  we  would  add :  “So-  mote  it  be.” 

The  Grand  Secretary’s  report  shows  a  total  membership  of 
3398,  a  net  gain  of  182  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  Grand 
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Treasurer  a  balance  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger,  even  if  it  is 
small. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Anointed  High  Priests  was  convened 
the  following  day  and  was  presided  over  by  Comp.  Hubbard, 
who  was  re-elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  Surely 
Comp.  Hubbard  is  an  enthusiast  and  takes  upon  himself  his  full 
share  of  the  burden. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  Charles  A.  Nes¬ 
bitt,  who  reviews  the  Proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Juris¬ 
dictions,  among  them  Pennsylvania  for  1901.  His  attention  is 
arrested  by  passages  from  the  addresses  of  the  respective 
Grand  High  Priests,  which  he  presents  with  discernment,  but 
makes  few  comments  upon  them.  Rather  does  he  allow  other 
correspondents  to  furnish  the  comments,  which  he  passes  on 
to  us  with  appropriate  quotation  marks.  “Discretion  is  the 
better  part  of  valor.” 

Comp.  Joseph  V.  Bidgood,  Grand  High  Priest,  Richmond. 

Comp.  James  B.  Blanks,  Grand  Secretary,  Petersburg. 

WASHINGTON,  1903. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Washington  held  its  Annual  Convo¬ 
cation  at  Tacoma,  June  15  and  16,  1903,  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  John  N.  Prather  presiding. 

We  learn  from  the  address  of  Comp.  Prather  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest  installed  at  the  previous  Convocation,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Jacob  Weatherwax,  had  served  but  a  few  days  in  that 
office,  when  death  relieved  him  from  his  labors,  and  he  was 
summoned  “to  receive  the  White  Stone  from  the  Great  Archi¬ 
tect  of  the  Universe.’  He  was  sixty-one  years  of  age  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  July  31,  1902,  was  active  in  the  Grand  and 
subordinate  Masonic  Bodies  of  which  he  was  a  member.  By 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  his  portrait  was  made  the 
frontispiece  of  the  Proceedings  of  1903. 
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The  address  mentions  as  the  most  important  Masonic  event 
of  the  year  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the  new  Masonic 
Temple  at  Tacoma,  May  22,  1903,  when  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Brother  Theodore  Roosevelt,  was  present  and 
assisted  in  the  ceremonies. 

No  decisions  of  importance  are  reported,  a  number  of  routine 
dispensations  were  granted,  and  one  for  a  new  Chapter.  The 
Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  were  reported  to  be  in  a  highly 
prosperous  condition,  and  growing  as  never  before.  A  net 
gain  of  212  was  made  over  a  total  membership  of  1585  the 
previous  year. 

Discussing  foreign  relations,  Comp.  Prather  is  of  the  opinion 
that  to  draw  them  into  closer  relations  with  sister  grand  juris¬ 
dictions,  they  would  consent  to  an  exchange  of  representatives. 
The  committee  in  which  his  address  was  considered,  agreed 
with  him  and  reported  favorably  on  the  subject,  but  the  Grand 
Chapter  appears  to  have  had  different  views  and  rejected  the 
recommendation.  So  far  as  Pennsylvania  is  concerned,  we  as¬ 
sure  our  Companions  of  Washington  that  although  they  do  not 
want  representatives  with  us,  or  from  us,  we  will  continue  to 
extend  to  them  our  most  distinguished  consideration,  and  en¬ 
deavor  to  keep  in  touch  with  them,  just  the  same. 

Two  important  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  were  adopted, — one  making  membership  in  the  Chap¬ 
ter  co-existent  with  membership  in  the  Lodge,  and  the  other 
changing  the  Capitular  year  to  run  from  January  1  to  December 
31.  Another,  quite  as  important,  provides  that  Chapters  shall 
not  be  liable  for  Grand  Chapter  dues  for  any  suspended  mem¬ 
ber.  It  is  strange  that  any  other  rule  should  ever  have  pre¬ 
vailed.  All  of  which  indicates  that  Washington  is  trying  to 
“keep  up  with  the  procession,”  and  does  not  hold  its  fundamen¬ 
tal  law  too  sacred  to  change,  when  to  do  so  improves  it. 
Neither  are  the  Companions  afraid  to  seek  Masonic  knowl- 
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edge  from  their  better-informed  brethren,  as  witness  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Chapter  “to  inquire  of  the  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  the  position  of  the  square  and  compass  upon  the 
altar,  and  should  there  be  a  triangle  used  upon  the  altar  or 
not.”  This  frank,  honest,  public  confession  of  doubt  is  refresh¬ 
ing. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  by  Comp. 
Yancey  C.  Blalock,  who  presents  extracts  from  the  various 
Proceedings  reviewed,  without  any  comments  thereon.  Some 
Companion  of  the  “Guild”  has  apparently  been  criticising  him 
for  that  method  of  report,  and  in  reply  he  has  this  to  say : 

“There  are  two  reasons  we  assign  for  not  changing  our  system :  First, 
*  that  our  Grand  Chapter  would  not  allow  the  expense  for  us  to  say  what 
we  think;  second,  that  should  we  once  get  to  ‘talking’  our  Companions 
of  the  ‘Guild’  would  be  sure  to  name  us  after  the  animal  with  the  long  ears 
and  a  loud  voice,  hence  we  will  not  place  ourselves  in  such  a  position.” 

We  confess  a  lack  of  opportunity  to  observe  Comp.  Bla¬ 
lock,  either  when  he  is  “talking,”  or  when  he  is  silent,  and 
therefore  can  not  confirm  his  own  estimate  of  himself.  But 
surely,  unless  the  above  is  a  fair  sample  of  his  “talking,”  he  is 
harsh  and  unjust  to  himself.  However,  if  his  reports  are  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  Companions  of  Washington,  for  whom  they  are 
intended,  we  can  not  justify  an  outsider  in  finding  fault  with 
them.  Don't  you  care,  Brother  Blalock,  it  is  impossible  to 
please  everybody. 

John  N.  Prather,  Seattle,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla,  Grand  Secretary. 

WEST  VIRGINIA,  1902. 

The  Thirty-second  Grand  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Fair¬ 
mont,  November,  1902,  was  presided  over  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  Comp.  Cyrus  S.  McKenzie,  whose  address  is  brief  and 
16 
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concise,  and  whose  administration  is  commended  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers.  His  decisions,  though 
few,  are  sustained,  except  as  to  an  opinion  that  there  is  a  limita¬ 
tion  to  the  time  when  Masons  may  be  disciplined  for  offenses. 
Technically,  no  doubt,  the  committee  passing  upon  the  decision 
is  right  in  its  conclusions,  and  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  not 
justified  in  fixing  the  period  of  one  year  after  the  offense,  be¬ 
yond  which  the  brother  is  exempt  from  charges,  but  in  our 
opinion,  there  should  come  a  time  when  a  cloud  over  a  brother’s 
good  name,  as  the  result  of  an  alleged  offense,  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  removed,  unless  some  action  is  taken  against  him. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

“Resolved,  That  in  order  to  become  a  member  of  or  retain  member¬ 
ship  in  any  Subordinate  Chapter  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  the  Companion 
must  be  an  affiliated  member  in  good  standing  in  some  Subordinate  Lodge, 
except,  however,  the  non-affiliation  is  involuntary  on  his  part,  in  which 
case  he  must  petition  some  Subordinate  Lodge  for  membership  at  least 
once  every  six  months.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  a  year  of  great  prosperity  in 
the  jurisdiction,  noting  an  increase  of  about  twelve  per  cent,  in 
the  membership  over  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  death  removed  from  the  Grand  Chapter  its 
Treasurer,  Comp.  Hugh  Sterling,  who  had  served  in  that  office 
for  seventeen  consecutive  years,  and  the  Grand  Tyler,  C'omp. 
Timothy  W.  Bliss,  who<  had  served  for  thirty-two  years. 

Comp.  John  H.  Weymouth  makes  his  bow  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  and  submits  a  review  of  the 
Proceedings  of  forty-three  Grand  Chapters,  in  a  thoughtful 
and  able  report,  and  in  a  very  pleasing  style.  He  notes  the  fact 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  has  seven  Chaplains, 
whereas  one  suffices  for  West  Virginia,  and  concludes  that  we 
need  more  praying  than  they.  We  beg  to  assure  Comp.  Wey- 


I9°3-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


243 


mouth  that  his  deductions  are  wrong.  Although  we  acknowl¬ 
edge  our  shortcomings,  yet  we  are  not  .'selfish,  and  always 
have  our  neighbors  on  our  consciences.  Therefore  we  have  a 
few  extra  Chaplains  on  hand  to  pay  attention  to  them,  so 
as  not  to  wear  out  the  one  who  may  be  essential  to  ourselves. 
In  this  connection,  we  observe  that  the  regular  Chaplain  did  not 
attend  this  Convocation  of  their  Grand  Chapter.  We  make  no 
comments  however. 

The  Proceedings  are  a  good  sample  of  the  printer’s  art,  and 
contain  the  name  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  belonging  to  the 
jurisdiction.  A  good  idea. 

Twenty-seven  Chapters,  with  a  total  membership  of  2533. 

Comp.  David  K.  Reed,  Clarksburg,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Comp.  Robert  C.  Dunnington,  Fairmont,  Grand  Secretary. 

WISCONSIN,  1903. 

The  Fifty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Milwaukee,  February  17,  1903,  presided  over  by 
M.  E.  F.  S.  Veeder,  Grand  High  Priest.  Seventy- three  Chap¬ 
ters  were  represented  out  of  seventy-eight.  Fourteen  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  were  present,  as  were  also  the  accredited 
representatives  of  thirty-two  other  Grand  Chapters. 

Of  the  state  of  the  Order  in  the  jurisdiction,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  says  in  his  address : 

“The  Order  has  appeared  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition  and  reasonably 
prosperous.  Our  membership  is  devoted  to  its  interests  and  almost  every¬ 
where  we  find  sentiment  existing  which  points  to  a  further  desirable  in¬ 
crease  in  numbers. 

“The  net  gain  in  membership  during  the  past  year  has  been  367;  while 
the  average  net  gain  per  year  for  the  ten  years  preceding  the  last  has 
been  132.” 

During  the  year  one  new  Chapter  was  constituted  and  a  dis¬ 
pensation  granted  for  another. 
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No  decisions  of  general  importance  were  rendered.  The  death 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Lecturer  Melvin  L. 
Youngs  is  noted  in  a  suitable  obituary.  The  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Grand  Lecturer  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Comp. 
Youngs  was  not  filled  up  to  the  time  of  this  Convocation,  and 
the  Grand  High  Priest,  apparently  deferring  to  a  large  senti¬ 
ment  among  the  members,  submits  the  question  whether  a 
change  should  not  be  made  in  the  system  of  inspection  and 
instruction  of  subordinate  Chapters.  He  says  : 

“There  is,  however,  a  diversity  of  sentiment  as  to  how  the  duties  of 
that  office  shall  be  performed  in  the  future.  In  some  jurisdictions  there 
is  a  division  of  the  State  into  districts,  and  a  Lecturer  is  provided  for 
each.  Some  of  our  Companions  have  expressed  themselves  as  favoring 
that  method,  advancing  as  a  reason  among  others,  that,  with  such  a  sys¬ 
tem  each  Chapter  could  be  visited  early  in  the  year  and  instruction  given 
at  the  time  when  it  was  most  required ;  when  the  officers  were  new  in  their 
stations  and  the  most  work  was  to  be  done;  a  course  that  is  impossible 
under  the  present  arrangements.” 

As  such  a  change  involved  amendment  of  the  Constitution, 
the  matter  was,  by  resolution  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  referred 
to  a  special  committee  of  three,  with  instructions  to  “draft 
and  prepare  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  that  shall  dis¬ 
pense  with  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  and  make  proper  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  dissemination  of  the  work  through  the  use  of  the 
present  authorized  ritual  and  cipher,”  to  be  considered  at  the 
next  Convocation.  Without  presuming  to  advise  our  Com¬ 
panions  of  Wisconsin  on  this  subject,  we  believe  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  system  of  District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  would 
meet  their  wants  for  an  effective  supervision  of  their  Chapters. 
The  large  and  increasing  number  of  Chapters  in  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  makes  it  impracticable  for  one  person  to  give  them  ade¬ 
quate  attention,  and  accomplish  the  purpose  desired.  District 
Deputies  divide  the  labors  of  administration  and  supervision, 
and  provide  the  Grand  High  Priest  with  many  assistants  in  the 


I9°3-] 


CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


245 


performance  of  his  duties.  To  a  certain  extent  they  are  execu¬ 
tive  officers,  and  correct  many  errors  of  omission  and  commis¬ 
sion  without  the  necessitv  of  directing  his  attention  to  them ; 
and  they  furnish  him  with  eyes  and  ears  by  which  he  obtains  a 
quick  and  sure  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Chapters.  The 
only  precaution  to  be  taken  is  to  appoint  Companions  of  char¬ 
acter  and  ability  who  appreciate  their  responsibility  and  who 
will  represent  the  Grand  High  Priest  with  zeal  and  fidelity. 
Their  ambition  will  be  rewarded  in  the  highest  honors  of  the 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  is  of  interest.  The  usual  sta¬ 
tistics,  accounts,  and  matters  of  routine,  are  preceded  by  an 
exhortation  to  the  brethren  on  the  virtues  and  value  of  humility. 
He  appears  to  have  a  kingdom  concealed  somewhere  about  his 
person  to  be  exchanged  for  “a  generation  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  who  are  fully  inspired  with  the  beauties  of  Masonry 
and  the  handiwork  of  our  fathers,  to  carry  on  to  a  successful 
conclusion  those  designs  which  we  find  on  the  trestle  board, 
partly  completed.”  And  then  fearing  to  precipitate  a  grand 
rush  for  that  bauble,  he  quotes  Richard  III.  and  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  to  prove  that  kingdoms  don't  amount  to  much  anyhow, 
and  “a  good  heart  is  better  than  all,”  in  which  views  we  of 
course  concur,  even  though  we  do  not  usually  look  for  them 
mixed  up  with  a  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and 
the. increase,  loss,  and  present  membership  of  a  Grand  Chapter. 
But  it  is  evident  that  the  Grand  Secretary  is  an  enthusiastic 
craftsman  and  a  good  officer,  and  we  thank  him  for  such  a 
finished  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  his  Grand  Chapter. 

P.  G.  H.  P.  Companion  William  C.  Swain  presents  his 
twentieth  annual  Report  on  Correspondence.  It  is  voluminous 
and  interesting.  His  opinions  diverge  somewhat  from  those 
of  one  or  more  of  our  committee  on  certain  subjects,  but  he 
finds  a  strong  bond  of  sympathy  with  our  Comp.  Bates  in  his 
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views  against  “prohibition”  legislation.  We  can  appreciate 
this  when  we  consider  that  Comp.  Swain  lives  in  Milwaukee. 
He  knows  what  has  made  his  city  great ! 

Comp.  Thomas  Jefferson  Pereles,  Grand  High  Priest,  Mil¬ 
waukee. 

Comp.  W.  W.  Perry,  Grand  Secretary,  Milwaukee. 


CONCLUSION. 

Is  there  any  robust  and  clear-visioned  man,  who  does  not 
exult  with  a  sense  of  rapturous  exaltation,  on  attaining  some 
mountain  peak,  as  he  looks  out  upon  the  majestic  panorama 
lying  at  his  feet  and  feasts  his  senses  upon  all  its  glorious  de¬ 
tails  ? 

The  way  may  have  been  steep,  rugged  and  toilsome.  Some 
of  it  may  have  been  tame  and  uninteresting.  But  is  not  all  the 
cost  repaid  when  the  goal  is  reached? 

Here  on  this  pinnacle,  standing  on  the  broken  rock  far  above 
the  most  adventurous  vegetation  and  in  the  region  of  perpetual 

snow,  one  views  the  rugged  chaos  of  jutting  rock  and  sheer 
descent,  and  far  away,  those  other  peaks,  looming  up  grandly, 

though  with  softened  outline;  then,  looking  down,  down,  down 
into  the  farthest  valleys  sees  rivers  that  are  but  slender  threads, 
white  in  the  sunlight,  and  villages  that  are  known  to  be  such 
only  by  a  previous  knowledge  of  their  existence. 

Oh,  the  beauty  and  glory  of  it  all ! 

Or  perhaps  the  summer  clouds  have  gathered  far  below  and 
one  sees  the  darting  lightning  and  hears  the  reverberant  echo 
of  the  rolling  thunder  and  remembers  those  wonderful  lines 
of  Byron : 
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“The  sky  is  changed,  and  such  a  change !  oh  night, 

And  storm,  and  darkness,  ye  are  wonderous  strong, 

Yet  lovely  in  your  strength,  as  is  the  light 
Of  a  dark  eye  in  woman !  far  along, 

From  peak  to  peak,  the  rattling  crags  among 
Leaps  the  live  thunder !  not  from  one  lone  cloud, 

But  every  mountain  now  hath  found  a  tongue, 

And  Jura  answers  through  her  misty  shroud, 

Back  to  the  joyous  Alps,  who  call  to  her  aloud!” 

Is  not  the  analogy  plain?  Standing  at  the  “summit  and 
perfection  of  xAmcient  Craft  Masonry”  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
Pennsylvania,  we  look  out  upon  the  lofty  heights  of  other  jur¬ 
isdictions  and  exult  with  an  exceeding  great  joy.  Has  the 
way  been  toilsome?  Its  fatigues  are  forgotten.  Was  much 
of  it  tame  and  uninteresting?  All  this  is  obliterated  in  the 
joy  of  accomplishment. 

Throug'h  the  interchange  of  fraternal  correspondence  “deep 
calleth  unto  deep.”  Anon  the  “sky  is  changed,”  and  vivid 
lightnings  play  among  the  gathering  clouds.  “From  peak  to 
peak  leaps  the  live  thunder,”  but  soon  the  atmosphere  is  cleared 
and  the  landscape  is  lovelier  for  the  storm  that  has  swept  by 
with  its  purifying  breath. 

We  look  out  upon  our  sister  heights  in  Capitular  Masonry, 
glowing  in  the  glorious  sun-light  of  truth  and  fraternal  love, 
reaching  up  into  the  empyrean  in  majestic  grandeur  and  with 
profoundest  reverence  we  exclaim  “Holiness  to  the  Lord.” 

S.  B. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson, 
Stockton  Bates, 

Joshua  L.  Lyte, 

James  H.  Codding, 

Thomas  F.  Penman, 

Committee  on  Correspondence. 
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GRAND  CHAPTERS  IN  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH 
GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Grand  Chapter.  Grand  Secretary. 


Alabama . 

Arizona  . 

Arkansas . 

California . .  . 

Canada  . 

Colorado . 

Connecticut . 

Delaware . 

District  of  Columbia  .... 

England . 

England,  Grand  Mark  Lodge 

Florida . 

General  Grand  Chapter  .  .  . 

Georgia . 

Illinois . 

Indiana . 

Indian  Territory . 

Iowa . 

Ireland . 

Kansas . 

Kentucky . 

Louisiana . 

Maine . 

Maryland . 

Massachusetts . 

Michigan . 

Minnesota . 

Mississippi . 

Missouri . 

Montana . 

Nebraska . 

Nevada  . 

New  Brunswick  ...... 

New  Hampshire . 

New  Jersey . 

New  Mexico  . . 

New  York . 

North  Carolina . 

North  Dakota . 

Nova  Scotia . 

Ohio . 

Oregon . 

Pennsylvania . 

Quebec . 

Rhode  Island . 

Scotland . 

South  Carolina . 

South  Dakota . 

Tennessee . 

Texas . 

Vermont . 

Victoria . 

Virginia . 

Washington . 

West  Virginia . . 

Wisconsin . 


.  George  A  Beauchamp,  Montgomery. 

.  George  K.  Roskruge,  Tucson. 

.  John  C.  Bone,  Batesville. 

.  William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco. 

.  George  J.  Bennett,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 

.  William  D.  Todd,  Denver. 

.  James  McCormick,  Hartford. 

.  James  H.  Price,  Wilmington. 

.  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington. 

.  Edward  Letchworth.  Freemasons’  Hall,  London. 
.  C.  F.  Matier,  Mark  Masons’  Hall,  London. 

.  Wilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville. 

.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

.  W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon. 

.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago. 

.  Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis. 

.  Joseph  H.  Murrow,  Atoka. 

.  Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines. 

.  H.  E.  Flavelle,  Freemasons’  Hall,  Dublin. 

.  William  M.  Shaver,  Topeka. 

.  Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville. 

.  Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans. 

.  Stephen  Berry,  Portland. 

.  John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore. 

.  J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston. 

.  Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater. 

.  Thomas  Montgomery,  St.  Paul. 

.  Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg. 

.  William  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis. 

.  Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena. 

.  Francis  E.  White,  Omaha. 

.  Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City. 

.  William  B.  Wallace,  St.  John. 

.  Frank  D.  Woodbury,  Concord. 

.  Charles  Belcher,  Newark. 

.  Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque. 

.  Christopher  G.  Fox.  Buffalo. 

.  James  C.  Munds,  Wilmington. 

.  Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo. 

.  D.  H.  Campbell,  Halifax. 

.  Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Urbana. 

.  James  F.  Robinson,  Eugene. 

.  Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia. 

.  Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal. 

.  William  R.  Greene,  Providence. 

.  Robert  S.  Brown,  Edinburgh. 

.  J.  T.  Barron,  Columbia. 

.  George  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls. 

.  W.  A.  Clendening,  Nashville. 

.  John  A.  Bryan,  Cleburne. 

.  Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington. 

.  John  Braim,  Melbourne. 

.  James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg. 

.  Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla. 

.  Robert  C.  Dunnington,  Fairmont. 

.  William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

TO  AND  FROM 

GRAND  CHARTERS. 


AN  . 


WALTER  D.  CLARK 
WILLIAM  J.  KELLY. 
ALEXANDER  H.  MORG 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON  . 
FRANK  J.  COLLINS.  . 
WM.  M.  DONALDSON 
JAMES  S.  BARBER  .  . 
DANIEL  W.  HUTCHIN 
GEORGE  E.  WAGNER. 

H.  OSCAR  KLINE.  .  . 
GEORGE  P.  BALMAIN 
GEORGE  B.  WELLS  . 
RICHARD  M  JOHNSON 
FRANK  M.  HIGHLEY 
JOSHUA  L.  LYTE  .  .  . 
SAMUEL  W.  WRAY  .  . 
EDGAR  A.  TENNIS  .  . 
WILLIAM  B.  MEREDITH 
ALEXANDER  McCUNE . 
J.  HENRY  WILLIAMS  .  . 
MARTIN  L.  SHAFFNER  . 
WILLIAM  L.  GORGAS 
THOMAS  JACOBS  .  . 
DAVID  M.  KINZER. 
GEORGE  W.  KENDRICK, 
ISAAC  N.  GRUBB  . 
CHARLES  F.  WIGNALL 
ROBERT  J.  LINDEN  . 
EZRA  S.  BARTLETT  . 
CHARLES  CARY.  .  .  . 
JAMES  S.  BARBER.  .  . 
MICHAEL  W.  JACOBS. 
JAMES  H.  CODDING  . 
IRVING  P.  WANGER  . 
EDWARD  B.  SPENCER 

JOHN  McKAIN . 

STOCKTON  BATES  . 
JOSEPH  M.  WIATT .  . 
liARRY'M  VAN  ZANDT 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON. 
HIBBERT  P.  JOHN  .  . 
WILLIAM  A.  SINN.  . 
LOUIS  WAGNER  .  .  . 

M.  H.  HENDERSON  . 
CONRAD  B.  DAY  .  .  . 
JOHN  C.  WALLACE  .  . 
CHARLES  K.  FRANCIS 


J* 


Alabama . JOSEPH  B.  McQUEEN. 

Arkansas . JOHN  G  HOLLAND. 

California . JAS.  WRIGHT  ANDERSON. 

Canada . DONALD  McPHIE. 

Connecticut . A  E.  BLAKESLEE. 

Colorado . HARPER  M.  ORAHOOD. 

Delaware . JOHN  W.  LAWSON. 

District  of  Columbia  . MARTIN  R.  THORP. 

Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  .  WILLIAM  J.  HUGHAN. 

Florida . .  LOUIS  C.  MASSEY. 

Georgia . DAVID  W.  MEADOW. 

Illinois . P.  W.  BARCLAY. 

Indian  Territory . JAMES  F.  HUMPHREY. 

Indiana . SIMEON  S.  JOHNSON. 

Iowa . C.  B.  MILLS. 

Kansas . THOMAS  L.  BOND. 

Kentucky . GEORGE  A.  LEWIS. 

Louisiana . J.  H.  CALDWELL. 

Maine .  . MARQUIS  F.  KING. 

Maryland . GEORGE  L.  WELLINGTON 

Massachusetts .  SAMUEL  F.  HUBBARD. 

Minnesota  . JAMES  RIDLER. 

Mississippi .  ...  S.  C.  CONLY. 

Missouri . ARTHUR  CONGER. 

.Nebraska . ROBERT  W.  FURNAS. 

Nevada . ROBERT  L.  FULTON. 

New  Brunswick . THOMAS  A.  GODSOE. 

New  Hampshire . SAMUEL  CONDON,  Jr. 

New  Jersey . HENRY  S.  HAINES. 

New  York . GEORGE  H.  TOOP. 

North  Carolina . HENRY  C.  ATKINSON. 

North  Dakota  . LEONARD  A.  ROSE. 

Nova  Scotia . FRASER  W.  DAKIN. 

Ohio .  JAMES  W.  IREDELL,  Jr. 

Oregon . 

Quebec . A.  A.  STEVENSON. 

Rhode  Island . ALBERT  L.  ANTHONY. 

South  Carolina .  WILLIAM  E.  GANTT. 

South  Dakota . A.  C.  BIERNATZKI. 

Scotland  . ALFRED  A.  MURRAY. 

Tennessee . JOHN  M.  SEARS. 

Texas .  .  .  .  .  B.  R.  ABERNETHY. 

Vermont  . J.  HENRY  JACKSON. 

Victoria . HUGH  WILLIAM  SINCLAIR 

Virginia . R.  M.  FERGUSON. 

West  Virginia . JOHN  C.  RIHELDAFFER. 

Wisconsin . HOMER  B.  HUBBELL. 


OFFICERS 


OP 

The  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 


1904 


HENRY  OSCAR  KLINE  .  .  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest 

P.  O.  Address,  239  Fourth  Avenue,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


J.  HENRY  WILLIAMS  . 
WILLIAM  B.  MEREDITH 
THOMAS  R.  PATTON  . 
CHARLES  CARY  . 


M.  E.  Grand  King, 

M,  E.  Grand  Scribe. 

M.  E.  Grand  Treasurer. 
M.  E.  Grand  Secretary. 


P.  O.  Address,  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

George  E  Wagner  .... 
William  C.  Hamilton  .... 
Hibbert  P.  John  ..... 
George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson 

James  S.  Barber  ..... 

Alexander  H.  Morgan 

Edgar  A.  Tennis  .... 

Ezra  S.  Bartlett  .... 

Richard  M.  Johnson  .... 

Michael  William  Jacobs 

Edward  B.  Spencer  .... 
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